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Indian National Liberal Federation. 

TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL SESSION AT ALLAHABAD. 

December 27, 28 and 29, 1939 

The tTi eiity first session of the National Liberal bedcrTtion o£ India 
opened on the afteinoon o£ Thur^sday, December 27, 193&, m ilajo Hali, 
AllaLabad, amidst % erv impie'^sne scenes A large and distinguished assem 
blage was piesent and the ball w s packed to its capacity by tbe delegate®, 
membeis o£ the reception committee and visitois mcluduig a number o£ ludiau. 
ladle® The ball and its appioaches were aitistically dccoiated and manj photo 
graphs o£ national leaders nho r^deicd yeoman semces to the countr} 
and inspirmg and patiiotic mottoes £iom their wiitmgs and speeches adorned 
the AT alls 

Dr R P Paiaujpyc, the presidentelect, on his arrival at the poitico, 
was received by Pandit Iqbal Laram Gui-tn, chairman o£ the reception com 
mittee, and the «ccietaiies and led to the dais in the hall m a piocession nluch 
included piomment Libcial leaders and some es presidents of the Federation 
The entire audience ctood up as the presidential pioce«6vou enteicd and cheeved 
the president elect 

Along with the pi evident elect and the ebauman of the leception com 
mittee viere seated on the dais tbe rt bon Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Sir \ a] 
nesvraia and Lady Chmtamani, Mr J Iv Basu, the hon Mr Prakash hiaram 
Sapru, fell Mohai'aj Singh, Rai Bahadur Di Kanbaiya Lai, ex judge of 
Allahabad High Court, Mr anil ilrs Chandavarkai, iirs Kibe o£ Indore, Kaja 
JIaheshwai Dayal Seth, Rai Bahadur Kunwar Guru Naram, Di Naiavan 
Pras id Asthaua, advocate general, Mr Barueba and Mi M D Altekar 

The proceedings commenced shortly a£tei 1 4o pm with dev otional 
songs by the Piajag Panchkoshi Saukirtan bamiti and the \aude Alataium 
simg by a hatch ot girls belonging to the family of the late Lala Warn Sahai 
(and students of Prayag Sangit Saniiti) 

chairman s speech 

PvMiir Iqbal NAiiAia Guktd, cliainuan of the leception committee, 
dehvercil the following speech — 

Brotueb Delegates Ladies and Gevtleuev, — On behalf of the lecep 
tion coiuuiittee of the National Ldierol Foder.»tioa of India I beg to offer 
you a cordial -welcome to this sacred cily of Allahabad on the occasion of the 
21st fee««ioii of the ledeiation 

The United Provinces Libcial Association mourns the untimely death 
of a V aluable colleague, Kiunai Rajendm Smgb, vrho w as a staunch Liberal 
He held the high office of Mmistei m these provmccs which he had to rcsi<m 
after some tune because he courageously stood up for the position taken up by 
the Liberal Party uith regard to tlie Simon Commiesiou 

The European Situation 

Me aic meeting tins year at a tune of great political ciisis both national 
and mtcniational Exactly after a quarter of a century the wai clouda have 
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agaui burst m their full £uiy and feubmerged Lurope m a deluge of blood- 
shed, cruelty and haticd All efforts to substitute arbitration for -war ulti- 
mately failed and the gallant Polish nation has been ruthlessly trodden imder foot. 
Our hearts go out to the PtJes m then tonblc misfortune and m the wanton 
destruction of then fair countr} Through then euffermg they hare imdoub 
tedly risen ui the estuiiatiou of the civilized uorkl and the aggressors stand 
condemned before tue bar of public opinion The forces of aggression 
and cruelty are however active not only in Lurope but they have been equally 
vctivc m Asia Our loving thoughte go to Chmx which is the unhappy 
victim of the greed of an ambitious ncighboui 

Tbe Posidoa lo India 

Lvents are moving m Lurope with ‘•uch rapidity that it is di&cult to 
foresee the fm ther (levclopmentB of the piesent tiouhlcs mother parts of tbe 
world Our position m India is by no means fiec from anvicty and while we 
are not to take a panicky view of tbe «ituatioa wc liav e at the same tune not 
to be so over-confident as to consider ourFcIvcs absolutely safe and invulnerable 
Some of our leaders who claim to uuderstand the international situation 
much better hav c proclaimed that there can be no danger to India They have 
been eshortmg their admiring followers to ukc active steps to bring about a 
condition of affairs which could hardly be distmguished fiom revolution 
The conise suggested, by them may or may not bnuglfrccdoin nearer but it is 
certain to let loose the dark forces of anarchy, chaos and confusion and our 
helpless position in mattcisof defence may well make us in easy pi ey to the 
^.Qpauibj:^ .Ab" i-iwswivl -ami 

nations in a woild where tlic law of the jmiglc is holding supreme It is easy 
to characterize tlu« view as. tho di eased fancy of tmiid aud craven I earts suffei 
mg from on mCerionty comple\ but liravado and Coolhaidiness which refuse to 
look at the lealities of the situation icvcij diffcitut from comage and far 
sigUtcdness 

Gentlemen under the picssvuc of its left wing tlio Congress has fonnu 
hted Its recent demands m a manner which 1 as cieatcvl on untortunatc situation 
It IS not necessary foi me to recount all tl e facts which 1 ave led to tl c present 
deadlock, when iftcr the rcsi^^nation of tic Congress ii mistiics the majority 
of the Indian piovmces are bemg administered directly by the Goveinors 
w itli the helji of Advisers under bectiou 93 of tl e Gov erament of India Act 
The Congre'-s is evidently going to continue its non-cooperation indifferent 
degrees of intensity m future as the needs of tl c moment as understood by it 
may rc {Uirc, tijl its demands arc fully conceded There is no doubt tint if 
tbe present condition of unccrLiinty and teustOQ is allowed to continue long, 
it will lead to developments wlucli would neitler facilitate the gi-owtli of 
ordered freedom m India nor would be helpful to Bntam at a tune when it is 
engaged m a life and death «trugglc Big^t thinking people m both countries 
w ould certainly not like tl e crisis to be preapitatcd A satisfactory solution 
of the present tangle la only possible wl ^ tl e peoi>ie of both the comitries aro 
prepared to face facts 

India’s demand 

Ladies and gentlemen, during the la^t Great ar sle^ns of ‘ protection 
of tliC weaker nations and of ‘sdf detmnuiattoii for every country’ were 
constantly raised But in India the Bowlatt let and the Amntbar massacre 
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immediately fono^\ c(I the clo'^e o£ the war The policy of Great Britain m its 
rchtion to In(ha lu the Mtal matters, of fijiano^ trade and defence has not under- 
gone any material change The rejectico. by the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
of the proposals contained in the memorandum subiuitted to it by the Indian 
delegates to the Round Table Conference, which weie modest ui their chaiacter 
and upon ivhich they w ere un'uiimou'ly agreed, 'n, still £re«h in our mind. It 
IS extremely difticult to reconcile ‘*uch treatment with the aims that were so 
loudly ed w i^uafter o£ w oentwry \go V. wh the and tmel experience 

of the past, Indians could not he expected to have det eloped bj apisychologj 
which would readily accept the jcccnt statements of the Briti'U Goiermucnt 
and its agents entirely at their fcce t-lne It is quite legitimate to enqiure 
whether tl e declared aims and intentions of Gieat Biitain relate only to Lurope 
or wLcthci India too has any p’ace m the picture of the futuie which is to en 
burc ‘the laying of a foundation of a better intern tional S3 stem India was 
ob\ lousl} not m a position to discuss these \ ital questions bchmd the scenes by 
means of political deq itches or thicugh diplomatic negotiations conducted 
b} Its agent® It could thus ha\e ucitha aiouled pubhciti nor ®at silent 
Gentlemen, It icsts with the Biiti^h Government to cicatc such psychological 
conditions m India as would produce a genume euthu8ia®m m the 1 earts of 
the Indian people to giro their full and spontaneous «upport to Lngland lu 
thepinscnt gimi struggle ag“m<t tLc«pint of lawlc'^ucf- ami ruthless aggression 

The Viceroys Oeclaralion 

Assurances Lave no dcuht Utn giitu m tLc\icci03s Declaration and 
m the statements 6ub«cqucntl3 nndc 011 hchalt ct the Bntieh Govemmeut m 
Parhament that the gcal ct Bnusli \clicv is the attainment of Dominion btatus 
by India of il c s me char’ctcr as i« en3oycd b} the se’f governing dominions and 
js lb contemp'atcd by the btatute ot ^\<itmmvt<.l Bui wo all know Low the 
assurances ^i^vcii on Lcbalf of Lis Ma/«u s Govtniratnt It Loid Halifax when 
be W 4.3 ^ iccroy wcic sought to Lc cvplaincd away when the new Govein 
ment of India ha vus brought on the btatuic Book Cm j.i t cxqicricucL 
since, the time ol rbc CLartci Act of lb 33 and the procluuation of Isob h^-. 
taught us the paiuful los on tl-t weld® ol {remise uttcied to the car can be 
conveniently biokcn to the 1 cart ihe p)roq)ect of Do umun {rtaiu® some 
mdefimte future penal cannot and will not Mti'-ty an} sliadeif { ubiic o{imon 
in India today The itlammcnt of sucli 'Utiu b} India w nhm dcbnite 
penal and the trammg of a cOiibtitutiou on a basis whieb will give 11 the 
sub‘>taiicc of mdepeudence wilbra that period is what Indi- wjit- The 
penal of trau®ition mint be ciicrgcticallv viorhal up to that well detme I cud 
b} a well tloUjjht out plan cf automatic dvante lie uew spirit luoviug 
India toda} will not and cannot reconcile it«clf to ll c prmcipic ot advoine b\ 
mdcfinite and slow stage-, the time for further advance and the extent ot each 
advance being decided b} the Biitish Parh nicnt a'one after a pro'on^jCd and 
c!o e cnquirv The claim rcpcatalK uToCd that the nunner and the nic-surc of 
every advance towanls -elf government m India vva® to be detcniijnal H.!cly by 
the Britidi Parli nicnt has provftl gallmg to the awakeuctl {loliiual conscious 
nc-s of India uid to itn national sJfrtspcet Tuc ‘•ignihcant scuicucc uttered 
by a haughty Mim-tcr ot the Crovai, ‘Let do^^ bath, the caravan {o® cs on , 
sums up tlic hjjjh and mi„hty attitude adoptal by Great Britain m dcci ling 
wint {Hiluical rights should be granted to Indu from time to linic and brui ■%. 
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into pioininence tLe I elpiess position o£ our countrj lu imttcrs \ itally affcctmg 
ita future Tins accounts for the demand for a Constituent Assembly liowevcr 
much one may doubt the piacticahility and wisdom of such a demand in tlie 
piesuit condition of India Tlie tiouhle i 8 due to the fict tint sufficient light 
has not yet been throiiu on certain fimdamcutal points uhich aic agitating the 
minds of our countiymen todaj 

The condition laid dotm by the Viceroy that the commmial differences 
in the provinces must he settled fiist before any advance can take place m the 
chaiactci of the Cmtial Gov eminent, is open to serious ohjcctiou This is 
clcailj a rctrogiade luove as no such conditions were contemplated £oi the 
introduction of tlie scheme of Federation under the Act of 193a But £oi the 
war, Federation would hav e become an accomplished fact at an early date A 
still more ob 3 ectionablc Ceatuie of the statement is that it foicshadous tlie possibi 
litv of futme coustitutioual progress bemg blocked if the minorities aic opposed 
to It It amounts to placing the lutuie pobtunl advance of India entircl} at 
the mercy of the minorities The pohej o£ “div i Ic and nile’ is presented hez-c 
in Us full nakedness 

Responsibility at the Centre 

Gentlemen, jiovmeial autonomy with an iiicsi>oiisiblc govcniment at the 
Contic IS an impossible political It is bound to cieate friction between the 
provinces and the Ccntio and will tend to make the Cksntio weak The history 
of India heirs niple testunou} to the tact that a weak Central Gov eimueut 
has alvvavs lesultcl m the „iowth ot fis^ijuious tendencies and has cvposed 
India to dangei houi within as well js from without ILc way to cii&uio a 
gtioiig Cential Govciannent 18 not by keepmg its cbaiaclci esscutiall) diffcicnt 
from the charactci of piovmcial govcmiucuts A new sti eng th must ho given 
to It bj tianbloiming It into a xcsponuble govomincnt bioodbascd on the viill 
of the people msfeid ot using it as an msfimucut foi imposing on the pio 
viuccs tlic will ot an umesponsne and uicsiousihle Lsecutivc 

Icfence 

Ihe British Gov eiumcut must simultaneously make up its mind to revise 
Its policy rcgaidmg the organizatiou of Indian defence It has to give up 
Its attitude of inistni^t and undue cantuai Although on a eupcrficial view of 
the matter it may appeal to be imw ISC jmd lasli to tackle such an important 
pioblcm at a time v> Iicu Lugland IS engaged m the prosecution of a wai a 
deepei and a more svmjnthetic understanding of national j sychoJooy as n ell as 
the pressing icquircmcut of the situation point to the urgent need ot taking a 
bold step m tic direction of a lapid Indum/ation of tlie defence foiccs of our 
country oud of giving practical effect to a very much moie liberal scheme for the 
lecruitnicut of Indian officcis Public opinion m India is mianimous on this 

demand aud it is imlccd fajrjnifeing and regrettahio tliat the rpiestion of defence 

has uot been su&iciciatly cinplmizcd by tlie Congiess 

Fiscal Policy 

Gcnt'emm m matters ot fmaocc and trade also Engl-md 1 as to make m, 
Its mmd to last, a non appaoach m its relation to India anti to chan-re ilL 
nn^laotsisioiicomijctds TLcra is notlnng arlucl, India resents more d°eci)lr 
^lautlesraymnlnthithasliecncsploKetland its mtomts constantly sacn 

heed l,n„laad must abandon tlie ,»licy o£ imposing its niU in fiscal matters 
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on India i£ it ^vishe? to succeed m creating happier psychological conditions in 
tins country 

The Consultative Committee and the Constituent Assembl> 

It must hav e by now become dair to die authorities m. IntUa and to the 
statesmen in Eugland tliat the ^clierne of a CoiuultatiTe Committee as announced 
by the liceioy has not created die diglitcst enthusiasm in anv section o£ the 
puhlvt Instead of caeing tic ‘‘itnatKai it lias in fact aggravated it. On the 
otlicr hand, tlie Congros winta to Ime a Constituent Assembly to be coiisti 
tuted on tl c basis of adult franclu e to vvlueli only the ‘accepted minorities 
are to return then rqncsentitivcs m pro[)ortion to thar numerical •strength and 
from which the Indian Princes md die Luropcans are to bo excluded Congress 
leadere have been picssmg this scheme witii sigour and consictiou and Iiaie made 
It tLcir pisotal demand One cimiot hdp pomtmg out tliat it is not a prictical 
M:hcme m the present circumstances md an lOiduc ui‘‘v tence on the method of 
constituting it and on the uithoritv which is to be assigned to it mil lead us 
into nen difficulacs the extent and inagnitudc of ninch the Coagre*^ leaders m 
tlcii enthusia m jie apt to ignore Some of die present Dominions m fact 
succeeded ui making tlicir unilateral decisions accepted by die British Parliament 
cither after a succe Eul leaolution oi when after long effoits die carious jiolidcal 
parties which ncie dividctl on economic, rcUgioa» or social differences had 
imvcd at au agreement among tUeoucKc The i evolution in Ireland an I the 
Boer W ir in South V£i ic i illustrate ciscs falling in the hr»t categoi v vi liilc 
Australi i and Canada ticlong t > the mjcouiI Our cffoi ts to ichievo self gov em 
lucnt bv non v lolcoit wetho b clcarW laile out the first 
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ciccutiNC The «o\ircc of danger to peace and good go\eniment v,as chiefly 
present m Lower Canada which was Jiah’e to Lc attached by the ITmted States 
from rlie soutlj, and it tras tJ ere tLat tl e two races w ere so 7 calciis of each other 
and djowed no tendency to Utnd Tl e CalJ olic li shops nsed to ride through 
the ]iiie«t8 who would direct their panshiontrs low to toto and tlie hLourers 
and cultit itors tued to obey them Lord DurLnni who was teat m 1833 by 
the British Goaennneut to rcjKat, started with the idea of 'olvmg tl e difticulti&s 
b} (1) tl e apjditatiou of the federal principle, and (2) the introduction of 
complete responsible goccinmcnt The 1 rcnch Canadians were fnendly to tlio 
idea of rc^ponsib’c goacrnmtnt Imt were opio«cd to federation, the British 
mmonty in Lower Canada was opposed to u'-jonsible goaemmeat for fear of 
the I rcnch douimation la tl e Assemblv -Tl e federal idea had to be givca up 
for tiio time being aad an united fcgi«?atuie was csfabh 2 cd Tiic let of Union 
of IS-tO howcicr lesiiUcd m furtl car cmpl asi/«ng lacnl distinctions m Lower 
Cmada Tliol rcnch fanadians felt flat the scheme was only latcadcd to 
crush tlicir scporite natitaiahty and icuiamed hostile to tlic sj stem introduced 
The Catholics and Piotc&tanta could Imdly sec eye to eye on eo many questions 
It took the people of Canada anotlcr qucitor of a century to be convinced of 
the futility of i aci il uid religious quarrels The fcoi and suspicion of Amcricaa. 
aggrc'iioa aKo 1 irgcly contributed to a chatjpC ui favour ol tl c fcdciol movement 
oad tlio idea of a greater Canada became Bioic an<l more occeptab’c Tie rcso 
[utious pissed at a Conference coavened at Quebec m ISG" ultimately adopted 
the scheiUL of a rederal govermueut After modifications latioduced m consul 
tation witli the ^oxcmmcut m Laghud, the iccommcaiLaaous contained m the 
.Giiebtn r.osolnticn'* were enacted m l8t>7 •‘s U c British Kortli An ciica Act 
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eMstcnce of states of ^alIOu« dimen^ons nnd ptxsesimg •various degrees o£ 
autliontj liav e been a penninent feature of our Indian po ity Tbcir feudal 
claricter, it IS Uue, does not fit m with our glowing democratic conceptions 
ind tleii picscnce imdoubtedly adds to tie complexities of our present day 
piroblems making tl en ‘•o utiou n ore tbfficnlt problems of such importance, 
cannot but obtimdc thcin«-ehes cai om attention and wc cannot soU e them by 
slinttmg our eyes to facts or denying tLeir existence and chims To qo «o 
would merelv indicate an utta lack of joliticai \notl\a uai\e tug^e tion 

ottered is that it tl e Biitisli Govcinnient decided to witl ciraw its Paramountcy, 
tlai pioblcm would becciuo tci} much simplified and eveijtlimg would go on 
swimtniuglj Pcrlai^s a subtcianoan upileital would be a '•till e.‘=icr solution 
of '■uch an mcouvcuieut and tiiLlish «|uc tion Poi one thing it will lebeve 
us from the botliei of Invmg to do i hft’e bit of hard tlimkmg Suiely, the 
prob’ein of the India i «tates cannot be di‘^iuis«ed with a mere wave of the hand 
The claim of tlie state's th t then o’d treaties with the Paramount Power must 
remain intact, however neals a more ciitital exammition Treaties Jiavc un 
doubtedly to be respected and aie not to be Strapped in a lighthearted maimer, 
but it cannot be denied that tl C'e treaties bear a threct relation to tl c "tags of 
social and political evolution reauied a.t the tunc ■wiicu they weie made Any 
other interpictation put U]^»ou them would effectively debar all progress till tl © 
cud of time and would amount to mortgaging the de«times of a section of 
human society to a system of undiluted autocracy for ever Constitutional 
mouarclucs hav 0 been tued and piovcd «ucces«ful and workable m modern 
Bocietj It would bo a wi«e plan foi the luchaii state" to adopt it m then own 
interest The trnn'ition to the new order of thing" w ill nece««anh take time 
liowcvcr much an impaticut dcmociat wedded to tlicorie-* uny clafe at it 
Neither a federition of Bntisi India lone noi die immeihate vitbdrawal of 
Paramountcy by the British uor the \ m loje ot establishing overmjjht a 
demacratic and sociihstic sLice of die mo t modcru tvpe horn one end of tlie 
couutiv to the otliu, la a pi icticil proi>o"ition 

Geatleoif.. 1, from thu oaialvsis ot tlw, pre eat con hti>jx of d mgs m 

ludia, it would be char that the idea of i Cons ituent Vs emblv with tl o powus 
demoude 1 for it bv tlie Cojgre s u* imwoikable But all hone t effort in the 
direction of liauimciing cut a coi ututioii which wouJl meet tiie ^reatc t 
amoimt of agiccinent among the Indians them elves fir-c s' oiild be welcome 1 
b) Liery patriotu. ludiui The lastora ol Vustr^ia and Cana la slows that 
the final sUgc wxs preccdwl bv -v uttuibcr ot couvcntion uid couEcrcnccs 
held fiom time to time with a view to am\c at *^ouc sati^Eactorv solution of 
their piobluus It is tnic that our cjsjiencncc ot the previous contei cnee-' la 
India lias been very -al But so w »s also the oxjicncucc of tbece v lio w rked 
m brntrilu aud Canada Is it not dc^imb’e dut Gov ermutut should al'o more 
ictivjy co-operate WTth the Inchon jK»2lc on tin <Kx;a ion bv convening a 
Coiifcrcucc con«i*tmg of pubac men eVeted bv the provmnal and ccutrallcgis 
laturcs \s a' o of representative" o£ trade an! labour intcrots elected bj various 
Chambers of Commerce and central laboiu: cwganiiatioiis ? Rulers of mi\K>rtant 
btates or the intni ters nominate*! bv tlicm tosfctiicr with other Prmccs clectol 
bv the Chamber of Pmiccs may a!"0 be mvitc*! lo tin- Conference along witli 
cert un clcctal representatives from the. State Icgithturcs wl crev cr tbev are 
c-tiblishcd k ccrt.uu projiortjon of incinbcrs njaj ol'o be nommatcxl by tic 
A iccro^ to repre ent mtcrcsts oad views which may have been left unrcprc«uit 
cd The jioohiig together of Indian talent m some suUi manner for the 
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jmrjuji'C oE Eramm^' a rcalh progrcs uc aul wcptM)!© con^-tittitipii for TutUv 
^^lll wdl rcj>ay the trouble Gurilctocu, I luvc no doubt tbit tie Liberal 
Iwlcntiou will ui Its prcf'Cnt fco-MOQ gi\e its mo^t i ireful cousulLPitiou to tbw 
uuporUut question, and it Mould lie prcsimiptuous ou nij put to mticipatc 
ils rcctumicuilalions 

It Is sad beioiid Monls that an crstMlulc Katioiulist leader like Mr .Tumab 
sboull lu%e of lite ailoptc«i au cxtrcuid} tniLulcoit attitude llio adinc 
retciitl} iJi'cn b\ him to tlic Muslims to obscnc tlic ‘ I)clivu*aucc I) u ’ and 
to a. k for i Uo\al Couiuii sion to enquire into tbe alleged ‘ itrocities’ oE 
Con 'ruvs Goacnniicnts is most mifortuuatc md uiopportime at this laiticular 
pmtture Other j olitual parties do base uuii} Hjrious diifcrants Mitb tin. 
Coll uc s blit thc\ cannot Mibscnbc to the \ icm that toimuiuial bigotrj is its 
bci-cttiug vui “lo fan tbe rtmic of tomimmil bittcruc.ss is not only mucuIiI 
from the national stnudjioint but it ls litcralls plasiug m itli file lo sucli of 
oiir biotliiuj in Jndi i nbo jJt Hill Muldud lo a loiiinnma) ipproach tonanJs 
natioiiil questions — ubetber (bi.\ Ic HuuUh, Maslmis oi ocl ere — Ictiwsaj, 

‘ Patii^c and tlnnk lu M b.it Miaiuicr your coimuou butiiau interests and <bguit} 
tan ln.>t Ik> cufcguinlo*! No Indian of nlrttoicr < i*tc or touninmih tmiii't 
bis kesd Ingb Mitb tlio braid of slaicn ou bis btid I ct ii« Inio tbe «jsdw» 
to rtalut tbit (ouunnuil bigotry is i mu i^nmst iivjbzatjou’ Mbilc mo 
E nukU 1 bmt that our uarroM tominuiul outlook lud scjiariti t zed uc i 
serious Umdrmi-c to our uational progics's, mc mouU fi\ to the British people 
uul tbcir «t itt'iiKU rej ks«.iu itncs of a big n iiion m ith gic.it atbicscincuts 

tolls LTt lit ML nut \oit Mill iisc u* the « i Hon ami M ill refuse to > icld 
to the tcmptafi u i f b okmg iqioti In In s Jifli ultic> i« 1 n^l md s opportimiti 
(loul duu*) 
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pro eedmg% great distinction His pronouncement will be msrked bj courage, 
ongmality and \ igour 

Messages were al&o recei\e<l, it iras announced, from Air B S Kamat of 
Poona, Rai Bahadur Badri Datt Jo^bi of Lucknow, Mr M S SirLar of Shola 
pur, "Ml L ^hnaJaka Eao, 3Iadias, Mi Sri Prakash Smga, son of tlie late 
iKunwar Lijendra Smga, Lncknon, Mr B "N Gokhale of Bombay, Dr Jai 
Karan Ivatu Misra, Lucknou,Mr Apte Dlmria, Poona, Bai Saheb Raghura] 
Singh Goui, AlhhaLad, ill B B lio%, Calcutta, and tlie Kija Bahadur of Tiloi 

Ml \ T Dcslipande of A eotmA regretted lus mobility to attend the session 
owing to il'ness and wished the ses ion all success 

"Mr Alundle, Cawnpore, cxtremelT icgietting Ins inability to attend tlie 
session, said ‘Times are critical and mxioa'i The Liberals never sluiuk 
Irom con«idi.red opinions because thev might be impopul ir I wish the session 
esery success 

Mr Sureudia Kath i erma Jso announced that tiie hon Dr Htrday Natli 
Kunzru was unai oidablv absent todai as lie had to be present at Amritsar 
yesterdav lu connection with tlie Scout ilela and lie would letum tins eNeumg 
Dr Kunzru eitrcmel} legrctted tl at 1 e could not attend today » Fitting 

Sir Cowa&jeo Jebangir, it wa.> 'muounced, lud to suddenly leave for Bombij 
this morning on nccouut of a message lecened bv liim tlut lii« mother Iml a 
rclap&o of hcoTt tioub’c and was teiiouslv ill “sir Cowasjec had asked "Mr \ enni 
to convey his ettieme rcgiet for lus ab mice 

Sii Clumanlal fectalsad had fimUy decided to attend the session, Mr i erma 
fesid, but due to sudden illness he could not come Thev all exiiected liim here 
by tie Bombay mail on the doth evening mid were sonv to learn from tiie 
Bembav delegates that he wis unable to couic 

Mr B B Ikov, Calcutta, aLo espiessed lus mibilitv to be pre eut heic 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT 
iffr J N Sasu 

PioposiUj, Dr K P Paranjpve to the cliau, Mi J N Ba«u ex President 
of the Katio lal Libei il 1 edentirai sm J 

Ladies and gentlemen we have aimed at i turning point m the history 
ot om people Tlie step tliat we miv now clioo«e to take mav lead us to tlie 
eail} attimijicnt of the piomised gxxil or to the wilderness oi to nowheie 
Oins is Oil oiganization tliat has not attempted, to win cheap popularity ThO'^, 
who beloUj, to tlie orj^imzatiou Imethif. satisfaction that though it mav not 
be consciously but probably m an imcoiiscious mood its policy has been accepted 
and adopted in jiractice even bv its opponent* "When tlie Montagu letoTii^ 
were piomulgatcd, there was an outciv tiom v uious political parties in this 
country tlut the scheme w as not to be touched mid tlut it woo unacceptable 
The If^gislatme, which diest ictcam-* setup, vveie to be avoided But we live 
to bcc tliat tlie mentality of those wlio took up tlut attitude his changed md 
gradually they came into the legi latuics Not only did they come mto tae 
leo-vsUtuies but they took pm t in committees appomted by the gov emment ami 
bj the Lgishturcs about varioua matteis oftujting the a Imimstration ofc this 
country 

The association that had been refused at the commencement was coutiibuted 
and effectively contributed as tune rollod on 1 en the recent reforms under 
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rfeOoicniincJitof In«3ia ktoflOSo taine to be ojiemed, there v.a3 it the- 
(.uMuncucunent V \ chement outboTst from aii luiportmt politic \1 party tliat the 
Go\ cramciit oEImlia Act fell fart-Iiortof vvliat Iml been cipcctcil m tlic t\ay 
of cfjuctitiitjonil aiUanto m this oimtrv But tic ucm reforms \\cro 

put m o[>cratiou m tlic pro\mcial fidtlj at tir^t there ^\as tlie muuhtcl^sucJ 
ij^ tlic pirt% to \\l ich I ha\c rottJTcd tliat oflico ivis not to be icccptcJ But; 
iftcr about lour nicutl 8 tlcmattcr \Ms rccou«ulctul iml the point of mow of 
the much iba e 1 j art} to uliicli we belong wia icccpteil, •md it w is decided tliat 
(liL otiicr I irtv f.1 ould talc oftitc bmeo tlicit iro kiiou tl c hi tor} Oflice 
M IS iicicplcd lie Goicmmuit wac A\irkc*i uid m every wvy tic opcrition 
of the idniini irative nncl mcry wisinorcir Ic •• tl e i-au c a*- that which pre 
vnilcil ulcniftce 1 ad uot been lacjrf&l bt tie otl cr jwrty Ccrtim new 
policies werent doubt promul^tul and attciiiptul to be carried out, but that 
hipiK.U'* uu Icr ever} sThtem of ^ovenunent 

We hue tl crcEore the Mti'^fiction of feeling tliat the policy iiul tlic ideas 
for which wenuul, tl ou"h attempted to be ridiculed and to be Heated with 
lontcuijt were ultimatclv trcasiucd to heart bytliejcoplc who maligned U5, 
uid were ultmnfeh ictcd upcu b} tliciij 
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I have the ^reate«t jilea'tire, ladies and gentlemen, m proposing Dr- 
Paranjpj e to the chiir (Cheers ) 

Mr V H Chandavarkar 

Air V N Chanclav irkar, seccmdmg the motion, snd — Air Chau man, 
ladies ‘ind gentlemen, this is the second time, «ir, that you m this city o£ 
Allahabad have asked rae to pKy this role m. the absence o£ our distinguished 
leadeis from Bombay, Sir CbimanW SetnKcd and Sir Covvasjee Jehangir But 
it is a matter of peculiar privilege to me that I «houUl get this opportunity 
of seconding this proposal to elect Dr Parmjpye as president of this session 
of the Liberal Federation Dr ParanjpTe, when he met me ’ yesterdav, paid 
me the greatest compliment m mv life when he said, ‘You are responsible for 
bringing me here as the president of the Federation ' I do not know whether 
I deserve tins complmicnt, but I accepted the coinpinnent because my coimec* 
tion with Dr Piranjpje goes back to the year 1901 when as a student of the 
Blpbrnstone Government High School in Bombay 1 was given the pin ilege 
by the principal of my school to offer a right royal leception when Dr Paranj 
pye returned to his homelind from CHnibiidge vvith the senior wrauglerslup 
m his pocket Since then I Ime had several opportunities of coming in close 
contact with Dr Paian;)pve, -nd the more I know hmi the more I bare come 
to admire him 

Sir, if there is one man nbo con call hioiself a true Liberal it is Dr 
Paranjpve (Heai, hear) He has always taken a very impersonal new of 
politics, a very impersonal view social matteis, an<l a very impel sonal view 
lu educational matter* Whether as the pruicipal of the ! ergusson College, 
or as a Almistci in Bouibav, or as the ViceChancehoi m Lucknow University, 
his admmislration has been characferixed bv principles and not bv expedients 
Dr Pranajpje became i Minister because he deserved robe Almister, not 
because of bis social status or f miily ‘•tatus or because he had been to jail, but 
he became a Almistei on the reconl of work done by him m the matter of 
education as prmcipol ot the 1 ergu«son College and m the matter of politics as 
a member of the Legislate c As'einblv and os a member of the Liberal Party 
The one uiistAke he unde mhi* hte which we all legretted, was when he 
elected to join that santtnarv of retired civiUui* the Council of the 
Secretary of btate for India (Laughter au<l cheer* ) But he atoned for tint 
mistake-— and 1 dimk he realized that it vxas a mistake but he would not admit 
that when he left Bombay — when he ciine back by again taking back to educa 
tionil life (laughter a^ain) and after hi* letiremeut e*pecialjy trom the A ice- 
ChancelIoi*hip of the LuiTCi«ity of Lucknow by taking his place his rightful 
place lu the Liberal Party It does not \»ay to be a Liberal lu these days and it 
will not paj to be a Liberal for another 20 Tears But it is the Liberal who 
alone, I tbmk will keep this conntrv on the |>ath of progress — progres-s ba*ed 
on ethics, based on principle®, ftarless of either the British Gorernment or 
fearless of any majority party or fearle * of that gi eat monster of all m this 
coimtry, the minority problem To tackle all tLe*e iiroblems which arc facing 
us ray submission to you, Sir, is that we cannot bav e a better man than Dr 
Paiwnjpyc Sir, it is nij privilege to second the proposal placed before you 
by Air Basil (Cheers ) 

Sit Mabara) Singb 

Supportmg the motion, Sir AlJiaraj Smgh said — Air Chairman, ladies and 
gentlemen, I deem ic a great privil^e to have been asxeJ to support tlie 



( 12 ) 


resolution •wbicli i-? IjeEore you Plic pieMous bpeibei In's leEerrcd to one 
mistake wbicli oui pi esuleut elect comimtteJ Maj I refer to one other ims 
take ^ Mr Bani said tbit Dr Piraujpye Mcnt to Cimbndge Umvei'sitr As 
gac u bo ins taught w Ovfortl UDi%er«5tt7, 1 ^ni sure jou iwll agree mtb me 
m thuikuig tint that ii is the secemd uiisfcAc ubicb Di Paraujpve made 
Ibougb be bail a mo«t distmgunbeil caieei there, I am sorn to say tbit, 
knowing the taiacitv iiith iihichDr Paranjpye adheres to Ins moms, be bns 
never legictted the mistake that Ic made 

JToiijEadtes and geudcnieu, I im not going to ‘■t-mcl between jou aud 
our president-elect It is a mittei of some disippomtmeut to me today to see 
that, although tins bill is fu[{, there aie aery fen ladies present But I hope 
that tlic ladies here mil tii to bring a Liiger number of ladies for such meeting® 

I undci stand tliat when a roustitnent jsscmWy takes phee lie aic gomg to Ime 
adult Fulfngo I also beliei c that adult huffrage include® i\ omen’s suffrage 

Dr Piraujjtvc has been adianabh described hi the other speakeis He 
has luui a icii distinguisbcil cajccr He iias a Munster in tlic Bombaj Govern 
mcntduimg ici) diHicult dus I haic often hcaid that Dr Paiaujpic iias 
ible to btaud up ®utcc®sEulli to a somewhat unusualH stiong and ci cu obstinate 
Goi cruoi sin li IS Loi d I loi d \i as i ei>utc<l to be 

Di Pai mjpve w IS tclimg me ouli to<lvv that bis fatbci pissed an ai iibcu 
he MUs 01 01 hb lad thit his mothci i« still In mg it the icri npc old igo of 90 
{Applaii50) llioi svvtbat liwebtr couutsaicn gicit flc.il so fir "s Icajgo 
aitv IS oouienic I uul therctorc, wc may all be sun. thitDr Pinnjpye will 
liicto i goo I ohl a„c (theers) lb «e nothing itioic fosti c\rc[it coidnlly 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

Dr R .P Paranjpye, preeideat, then delivered tLe Eollowmg address — 

Brother delegates, ladi^ aud gentlemen — I am deeply grateful to the 
Reception Committee and to my felloTV Liberals in the country for the honour 
they have done me in calling me to preside over the Federation a second time, 
I wi«h It h^d been po«!ible to entrust this position to somebody more de«ervmg 
than myself I had the honour of presiding at our Lucbnou' session m 1924, 
and It IS perhaps remarkab'e that the same individual is called again to preside 
at another session m the <ame pro\ ince Besides this I consider myself as, 
nest to ’llahar-ahtra, belonging to tins piovmce, having spent «is happy years 
m your mid-t I hope tberefoie tiiat vou onU graciously overlook my 'hortcoTi 
mgs and give me your coidial co-operation m conductmg succes&full} the 
proceedings of this important conference 

Our Losses 

During the last rear our party lost Sir Hormasji C Dm^haw who joined 
our party at its a ery inception tiventy one years ago and was a great philanthro- 
pict and a staunch Liberal and luembci of our Council We have aho to 
mourn the loss of "Mi S S Per^Lo, a leader of the Komti communitv of 
Bombay, irho rras a member of om party smce 1918, and Dr Sir X Choksey 
^rho ivas a distinguished Liberal and public worker of Bombay 

The late Rimu ar Rajcudra bingli w as a «tahrait Liberal and a tow ei of 
strength to the part) espcciallv m U P He was a mmistei under the llontagu 
Chelmsford refoims and i-esigned as a protest aguust the all British personnel 
of the Simon Commi«sion His jias^mg away is a great io s to our party and 
the piovuice 

Further I cannot but refer to tbc gicat Io s the who’e countij has 
sustained m the death of H H Su Siyajirao Gaikwad of Biroda a most 
capab'e and di'-tingiushed ruler who was looked up to not only ba his own 
«ubjtct8 but by all Indians as a trusted leader keen on the all sided ])rogi“csa 
of India 

The Liberal Parly 

The Liberals may be comparatively few m numbers, e«pecialh if we only 
take mto account those who opeulv pioclatm them eh es as such, buu I am 
convmccd that the Liberal point of view is ^Uaioxl by a \erj wide section of our 
comitrymeu and that we, the du ect inLentors of the original political mose 
ment m India, arc can ymg the lorch lighted bv Dadabhai Kauade, Pheioz 
«Iiah and Smeudranath, GoiJiale and acha \ M Bo^e and C Bonnerjee, 
Hume and edderbum, Tayabjee and Tclang and, '■ball I sav, even bv Tilak and 
ilalaviya The Libeiah are the legitumte succe's'oia of the old Congie': and 
though for the last t^^entv ycais it has got into othei bauds and, castmg off 
the well tried methods of old, sought new guides luid followed new wavs, we 
still fimily believe that our po’icy t» ultimately more eflicacious and will lead 
to abiding result® aie painfullv conscious that om policv doe^ not make 
the same appeal to the common man as some other policies do WTiile we 
admit that wo Libeials do not put the some eneigy mto oui political propaganda 
smd should take a lesson in this respect from other partiC', we cannot shut 
our eyes to the fact that middle parties that can only appeal to reason, common 
sense and experience are always apt to take a subordmate place m times of 
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f-tonu aud ttrcs? But wc «liouI»I not lo^c heart and, i-ealmng that in the 
broad stream oE national life a fen years* arc comparatia clj m'lguificonf, and 
that Muity and Etatcsiuansbip amII nltinutclj preaail, carry on 'our a\ork m 
the linii U:lie£ that a\ e are the tl c trustees of a glorious tradition and in full 
confidence that our a\ork will surely bear frmt ui the progress of oi^ beloved 
' tountrv 

The International Situation 

hen w e met last year m Bombay, the international horizon appeared 
dark The Anschluss of Aastru and the Munioh settlement dismembering 
Czcubodov ikia hail been acconiphshcil, the SmoJapauese “ mcideiit” was still 
coutiuumg, 401(1 the coBict m bpaiii was going decidcdl) m^favonr of tranco, 
though I'till not at an end The anti Commmteru pact bctweoi Genuau), 
Ital) ami Japan was the chief fcalme of the world situation Germany luidcr 
Hitler, after tcvriug up the Treaty of Versailles was frmticallv re inning, and 
I iigland and Trance were mcicasmg dicir armaments in «cl£ defence Poland 
which had helped herself to a slue of hapless Czechoslovakia appeared to be 
one of the powerful countries of Puropc, though it looked as if it was being 
gruhialh estranged from its nlliuicc with Danzig coutmiicd to 

be an ai>eu lore The League of Nations wxs grulually losing all its potcu 
tiahtr for (‘UcccssfullT settling uitcruatioual disputes PaIc«tmo was in giuat 
ferment owing to the violent conflict Ictwccu tie krabs and the Jews. 
Abvssiuia though iiominallv compicrcd bv It"lv wasprovmg a lioruct’s nest 
both militanU au<l cconouucallT Tic jicrf-ccution of the Jews was going 
nicrnlv on in Gennanv and kustria, ind It dr had began to take a leaf from 
her lotalitanui Mstcr in this aboimnafiou Rijs^ja, though bated and ret ilcd by 
the dictators ippcarvd au\iou« to lie rcioguizcd as a respectable member m 
the coiiiiti of nation®, c«j>ocnllr dtmoi.rafjc nation®, and dcmocncics looked 
with sTmpathv -ml hopeful interest on the gicat economio amlpoliticalcxpcri* 
iiieuc that w ab being earned out tlcn, bhe profes^-d strict adhcroico to the 
principles of uitcnutioual morahtv and Miocred at the b'-ckwarihicss of demo 
eraeieb in carrvmg out t-aiutums agaimt "ggrcsMjr nation® 

boon after the bcginmng ol the vear the ilouds got dirker still 
Hitler not S3u..iiixl with his pivfes ol, and to a tcrtaiu c\tait osteuMblj 
rcaM.mble, objectne of gathering uj» all Wnuans tmder ihc Bcicli, &woo])od 
dovin upon Prague, uiil lu one fonu or another iUcurj>oraled Czeelio- 
hlovakja uiio tteniiaiiv At last the dtmocracits of InigJaud uid I ranee 
Were rou-s.-d to aetiou Hiev gave iuidertakiu„s to Poland, Bouinmu, 
iurkei and (rrexxe to goto their luJp lu ta-e of alt-ek h} Gcnuaiiv .uid 
re-doub'ed their work on ivaruumcm IVand with Danzig as the rjiear 
j>oiul of Attack, was the iniiiiuliate ohjevt of Hitler s imbitiou Lhcrjbod) 
blew that effective help cvuld not lie given to Poland bv Lugland and I ranee 

cveept with the (v^i>eratiun of Biessia S» wim apin-ired to be iKlntcd and 
almost uuwilhug uc^otiatiein. Ugon with lUi su Fbese were mtenmuablv 
prutrocacd ui 1 at 1-.-1 tame to nothing In the iiitjuwbile Bussn, which lead 
so far prifcsscd tlie most uiic\ceptiouallv correct iiUcmational liniieiplcs had 
l>ccn sccrvth lugt tiating a j K t with <iermain and xs soon as u was smed 
Gcniunv felt that it wa<. no longer liable to attvk cm boib fremls and there- 
f. re siiddcnlv aita.kcd Poland Ijiglaud and I ranee dcxlarcd war a 'aunt 

(unnanv m acxxnlonic with fJcir undertaking, but without Bus-ia thee were 
uuab’e to Mve Po’and which wxs overnm witUm erne rncmtli Uus.-ia, jicrhaiis 
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to stop Germauj occupying tLe whole oE Poland, al'o overran that haple«s 
country which partitioned hetween the Nazi and Communist dictator-. 

The part of the Polish loot that Bussia obtained almost without firing a shot 
has effectually* pre\ ented German access to Bmnania and the Balhans Eussia 
did not rc'^t content with tlus bloodless accession of teintory She began, 
to exert pre'suie on Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia wluch ha\e foi all practical 
purjjoses become Bussiau protectorates almost os tlie Indian States aie of tli& 
Go\ ermnent of India Not sati«fied with this she began to try the same dodge 
with fiinland, and tlus has led to «enoii» military opeiations u hose end cannot 
be m doubt but nluch has evoked tlie sympathy ot the nholc woild towards 
her Russia haa^thus practicJly become the most powerful power m tli& 
Baltic, and Germany appeals to have lo'st more than she gamed by her pact 
uith Russia 

The war betweai Germany ai)d the western democracies goes on, for tlie 
moment at a snail s pace One does not know how long this state of things 
will h'.t Any small inudent mav further extend the aiea of the conflict 
India has for the moment been far from the ccntic of active operations, but 
dangers can very easily be conceived under «om 0 i)o««jble circuQist3uce« Owing 
to the understandmg betn een Russia and Gennanv, Italy is feeling disgruntled, 
and is getting estranged from her leceut partner m the Rome Berlin asi* 
]£ Italy had stood bv Germany, India would have immediately felt the effects 
owing to the Italian po ition on the Red Sea and the east coast of Africa 
Lv eu now if Russia and Germany decide to jom forces and cooperate m active 
operations, a thing winch is not outot the range of piactical possibilities, 
India will miniediately be in some danger on its northwest fiontier It 
would, bow ev er, be u«elc«s to speculate on s future which is so uncertain and 
which IS constantly changmg Suffice it to say that India s coinparativ e eafetj 
for the present and aI«o its habilitv to dangei m future are dependent on the 
British connection 

Lesson for India 

1 have dilated at some length on the vnteruational situation as over and 
above Us intrinsic importance and Us possible rcpcrcn««ions on India, it has 
several les'sons for all of us To the extremists on the left who at least till 
recently, took their cue directlv or mdnectv from Ru'^'ua and dieamt of a com 
munist regime m our country as the veiv antithesis of all impenahsm the 
sudden emergence of Russia as an uupcnaliU power ready to ti ample on her 
weaker neighbours and to cast all ideas of international morality to the wmds 
must have come as a great disappointment There are ot course '‘ome among 
them who still swear bj the name of Russia and can see nothing wrong m any 
of her actions , but to most people Bdfehcvik Russia is now unmasked as Czarist 
Ru-.sia under a diffeient name with only a greatci power of doing evil To the 
vast ma^oi ity of Congresemcn who hav e adopteil independence as India s goal 
but who give only a Up serv ice to the cieed ofc u<m. violence it should be apparent 
that theie is uo place in these <hivs foi states that are not fully prepared to 
defend them^eU es m. all ev entaalities It diould be obv lou-s to tlicni that com- 
parative «v£etj lies only in an intimate association with a large and powerful 
organization like the British Commonwcidth of Nations AVeaknc'-s and lesulting 
non. violence will be no safeguaixl against nations that arc out to grab as large 
portions of the world as they con An independent IncUa staudtng entirely 
alone on its own resources will meviCJily fell a victim to some other power, be 
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It Jipan, Rus'sia, Italj or Germany 1 mally tLe present international situation 
must serve as a wammg to the Bntisli Go\ emment also 1 or near!} a century 
Britain has folloiv ed a policy m regard to India which is mainly dictated by 
susincion Whateser basis there might have been for it immediately after 
the "MutmT, this policy lias non been shown up as imstatesmanhke If 
India had been properly oigamsed for defence it would ha% e had a 
tremendous weight on the intemational situation Its last man power 
and its almost mfinite natural le^ouices haae not been utilized as they 
should haie been The present feiensh actuity appears like the attempts 
to begm to dig a well nlen the house is on fire \ny me-'sures taken 
noi\ i\ill require some time to produce their effect One would haie 
thought that the experience of the last viar would have taught a useful le«sou to 
our laiiers hut that Ies«on. was Soon foigottcn, and the policy of “ duide and 
rule , of keepmg India ueak so that it should always require Biitish support 
has been followed once again "May one hope that all sections of Indun and 
British opmion will, at least at tins 1 ate hour, tAe a sane vicm of thmgs and 
begin canicstly to prepare Cor a dangeious and uncertain future ? 

Resignation of Congress Ministers 

An immediate result of tlie war on India has been the siwpension of demo 
cratic Goi eminent m seven proimces and the taking o%er by the Governors of 
the administration of tUc'^e provinces lu tlicir ouu hands Whatever one may 
think about the waj m which the Congress mmisfries liav c corned on the 
administration £oi tw euty sev en months — and I shall lw\ e something to say 
about It later — these lesignations are to Le regietted m eieij ini The whole 
position appeus to have been grossly mismanaged both by the Biitisb Govern 
uimt «nd the Congieas ministries Government appear to hav e oi erlookcd the 
t„ct that the Indn ot IS uifleicut from the India of 1914 and to assume 
that Indian self respect will reconcile itself to anj action that Gov enimcnt may 
liidependentl} tike M bile there would pi ohably have been veiy little opposi 
tion tiom the Indi n public to range ludii on the side of the domocracies 
m opposition to Nazi Germanv il Indun Icadeis and peihapa the Central Lcgis 
lituic h^d keen lonsiilted befcachand, Indians feel that they continue to he tied 
to the coat tails ot Butam and that their pelt lesjicct coimts lor naught with the 
authoiities Inch ms icec^ize that detonce tile iuics hai e to be taken m seciecy 
long bcfoix-haud Imt it should bnv c been jiossib’e to secure the acquiescence ol 
the leadeia ot Indian opmion m the teutiJ lud even prov uiciallegi&latuies 
before Indian ti oops wcie sent abioad to Lgvpt, bmgapoie -nd other places 
M irh a genuine desiiv to consult and resjwct luduii opmion there w oiild hav e 
been no dithculty m i.onv uacm^, the Indian public about the necessity of tins 
move lunkci when v\ai was dually deelaiul, J secret session of the Centaa] 
Lc^ishtui-e should Lave Icen mmedutely t led to acquaint India with all 
aspccCo of the question, uul Inilia would base become a belligeient voluntarily m 
fetcail on the mcic bat of British Goverunient ILe v nous ptatementb made later 
by the ^ iccrov and the fcceietajv ot btate could have been made then, though 
perhaps m a dilfeient tone and in more toncilutoiy phiases Government 
should not hue depended mciely Oil the offeis ot kelp troiu Indian Princes — 
the e ai-c naturally to be expeete I as a matter ot course — out should hav e done 
fcoiuedimg to appeal to the heart of the Indi-u jicop'c But Government ajipears 
to ha\c trken merely a tormal and legalistic view ot its position ani immediately 
^Icclared India a belligerenc Tma lealing oi toe situation appears yustibad trom 
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i\ consideration o£ tlio declarations made bj "Mahatma Gandhi and PandiC 
Jawaharkl Kehru immediately cm the dedaration of ar But imagination 13 
the last thing our Go\emment possesses and a fine opportunrtv of aTinnmg the 
heart of India aras allmved to •'hp away 

Congress Demand for a Declaration 

But, if Go\ emmeut did not shon any imagmation m dealmg m ith the 
situation, I am afraid tlie Congre-,s oiganuation. allowed itself to be ni«hcd mto a 
position from uhich escape is difficult "While the first thoughts of the "M vbatina 
and the Pindit were statesmanlike and generou«, all this changed ivheu the 
Workmg Committee of the Congiess n os called to discuss the «ituatiou Tiie 
effects of mob psychology u eie imincdiatel) apparent m such a meeting Instead 
c£ confining it«el£ to the war eitnation it mode a dcmind £01 an irauiedntc 
dedal ation of the war aims so fai os the3 relate I to India Xow it should hai e 
leen obiious to eicrybody that such auiic could only be hid down m gcueni 
teim=, and definite words 01 dates ueic mi[)ossible to announce nhile the uar 
was just m its mitiil «tages Nobodj can piophe«y the actual situation it the 
end of the war Government put fonvaid, not only '•s a meie debating pouit 
but as a real difficulty, the ei.istcnco of commiuiil tension as the mam obstacle m 
the waj of gi\ ma a categorical undeitikiog The Congicss should not hue 
laid Itself open to such a ictoit 01 made «ucU a fanciful or impracticable 
demand as the con' ocatiou of ft constituent a«seinblT It ®hould Lii e addie«scd 
it«el£ to the ta«k of achieimg Hmdu Miuliui uuitj and not mdulgcd m a wordy 
•watfar© avith Mr Tmnah bj moms of dcclarition«, statemeuis or articles m 
the Harijan all of irhich have merely i-c ulred in makmg the communal tension 
eiougieater It should haie taken Govcinmcut it its word when it «aid tint 
tie aim ok the Biitish policy w is tlie estshlisluiieut oE Dominion Status m India, 
and itplied somewhat as follow s "lou say that you wish to put India in the 
w ay of attamuig full Domuiioa Statu® Me accept vom 'titemeut at its full 
face salue But you know as well as wc do that it mvolves full piepaieihic«s to 
defend our«elves Me see the gvase estemal dongeis facing India What 
immediate steps are you going to take to make India self sufficient m matters of 
defence? The acid test of yom Oom is a leadmcssto help ludu m this 
mattci Tike Indian public opmion mto full confidence and lo 0 not a moiauit 
m takmg all ueccs^u^ steps to oigmiz" tiie po ici ot the country both m men 
and le&ouices Above lU, tberefon, chaUj^e dia«ticaUj joui defence and external 
policy , ceise to le^^ai-d India with suspitiou, giic iiei your full confidence tixat 
Ucr as an equal, tike steps to mdimizc the aiinv , do not depend upon only 
a few classes toi )oiu defence forces but make the uun air force an 1 ui\^ 
bioad bised on the whole ot the Indim jieoplc oigauuo Indian ludustiics on i 
hmi footing irrespcctn e ok any tonixirary ill efteef- on Bnti&h imlustries , start 
new industries which aie ot basic nation il impoitoucc, cucomige Indian ship 
ping and do not thwait it in the interests ot icstctl Bnti':h capital Aho gue up 
ycui conscious or sub-couscious dependmee on the di\ isiou® among Indians toi 
the continuance ot British rule Lucouro^ the ruleis of Indian fetates to 
introduce i-esponsible goicmnieat thcie m the same wa} as m British proim 
CCS Do all thc«c things and the who’e of India will rally to }our side as 
one man’ If the Cougre^> load taken some •=uch hue there would luac 
been no chance for making debatmg points as arc now being made on both «ulcs 
On the one ban 1 , sii U a pra tical attitude woul I ha% e been appreciated 
by the p ople of k igUnd ml tlic world m gcneial, md India would 
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]ia\e liad the -whole British people, -nlio aie, broadly ‘^peaLijig, lovers o£ 
democratic freedom, on Us side On tlie othei hind, a programino like tins 
Mhen. fully earned out would {nake India truly capable of Siiaraj — call jt 
mdejjcndeuce or Dominion Status — ^and nojxxly would then Ic able to resist 
a demand for it Instead o£ fcuch a piactical lud straightforn ard statement 
of Indus demands nhich everybody can undeistaud aiul accept as lea&onable, 
the Congiess, as is its wont, continues to haip on vague phrases and mcanmglc&s 
formulas which, e\en if accepted, will Icvd m future to endless difficulties of 
mterjiretation and chaiges of b d faith cai both sides 

Viceroy’s Offer of Change at the Centre , 

In ite insistence on woids and fonnulx the Congiess missed the possibility 
of making a great advance which could have been matie without a gicit change 
III the Goveniment of India Act In his oiigmal statement the Viccioy offeied 
to form a consultativ e ccouinittce, on which public opinion w ould be fully 
represented, to help in the prosecution of the war The offer w as no v ague 
and so dependent on the personal predilections of the authorities that it was 
rightly rejected by all parties In -the succccilmg <li&cu«fcioii with Jli Gandhi, 
however, this offer was considerably modified, and the '\’’iceroy agiecd to 
nominate certain public lenlers to his Lsccutive Council This offer -sv as also 
contemptuously lejectod bj the Congress To me it appears that this was a 
great mistake This suggestion could jirobably liav c been h"u.mered mto the 
tonn of i tabmet responsible to the legislature and a. convention might 
have been established whereby if one ot these new ministers m charge ot any 
departments lost the contideuto of the Icgislatuin he would have had to lesigu 
At piescnt one of the gicat defects ot our transitional inachmeij of goveniment 
IS the nic 8 i>onsib!o and irremovable jicrscmnel of the Centril Government 
hoi a legal and foiinal change m the Central Gov eminent in all its aspects 
much time and energy would have to be vpent by Parliament to make the 
neccssarj alteutious m ilie Government of India Act, i thmg which would 
hav 0 been imi)0«8iblc at the present moment , Lcncc an attempt should have 
been made to put the piojioaal of the Viccioy into an acceptable shape Ic may 
not have given a veiy great deal, hut it cannot at the same time be cousidcicd 
altogether insignificant It is the duty of piactical men to take whatever is 
offered provided it is a put ofc an acceptable w hole, and u'^e this part itself 
as a level to get the icinainder The historv of the Briti'^h Cabinet system 
Itself shows that It attained its pic<=ent fonn hy gradual and even impeiceptible 
steps during a perio<i of ovei a hundred ycai« This is not the first mstance 
by any means when the Mahatma has by liis absmd mfiistcnce on foimal 
terms lost a golden opjKntunity of ^ettmg a valuable Rtej) forward m. the 
path of India a progicss 

A Coastitueot Assembly 

fhe insistence OP a couRtitiient assembly seems to h e equally imuolitic 
The scheme can be riddled widi objections and its discussion is likely to 
create Smler JiSiciiltiCT It eeemi magiuficout to cill sucli an apsembly 
elcctcil m "dolt salErage, but docs one Kaiouslj tliuik tliat tie dhteratc 
villager, avio avoaald form tic vast portion of the electorate, is capable of 
pronotmemg an opmion upon complicated matters lie the macimetr of 
tie Govcmmciit of a vast country ble India' Is it too uncharitable 
to say that Mr Gandhi c-specte to carrv the imcilucated voter off his 
feet by means of a vrh.rhrmd campaign m which hightonndmg words 
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liLe truth, Ahimsa, Charkha, Dharcui, untouchahility, reinforced, if need be, by 
tLe threat of a fa«t, u ould be used as slogans to give him a mandate to do what 
he likes ^ Is it not likely that such a campaign will lead to inter communal 
riots unless there is previous understanding with tJie leaders of other parties ^ 
Already there have been ‘several modifications of the oiigmal idea of the adult 
suffrage , minorities are to he given the light of separate election for the 
pmpo^o of e'ecting tins a«'-embly , the question of weigbtage has been left 
bountifully v ague , the question of the repie'^ntatiou of Indian States has been 
untouched , the way m which mmorities of opinion that do not bow the knee 
at the Shegaon shrme aie to be rcprcMjited has been left imcou«ideied , and 
avast number of other questions have been held ovei possibly to give a chance 
to thg Mahatma s “imier V oice to ejqne«-s itself Several of the«e qne«tious aie 
to be first settled, aecoixiiug to Mi Gandhi, by a consultation among the Ladeis 
of the vaiious partie':, or even by the award of the Gov einmeut which it is in 
tended to replace If such an agieeuieut is po'-sible on the«e vital prclunmary 
points m tegavd to the formation of the ecai^tiUvent a%«emhly hv a friendly 
discu''''iou betw ecu the leaders or even thioiigh die benevolent mtexvcution of 
Government Itself, whit objection can there be to such di‘-cu«iou on the whole 
question o£ our constitution itself ? It the thing is po «ible in one connection it 
should he po^ihle ui another I am reminded of the ambitious chemist who 
desiied to discovei a reagent which could di««olve eveiy solid «iibstance, but WuS 
nonplussed when askeil by a i>lam man m what receptacle he was going to store 
tins veagent Is it too much to «ay that Mr Gandhi is like tins cheiuifet who 
does not see such a pi acxical objection to ins ambitious scheme ’ The history 
of all constituent a<">embhes wheuev cr they appear to hav e «ucceeded, sliou s 
that the ground was first of all fullr piejiarevl by informal chsciiesion among 
all leadeis and by securing an almo^t complete prelimmarv mianimitv and 
then if at all it was couMdered nece^sarv, a foitual cachet of appi oval was 
given to It by means of V constituent a<«embly it It could be convoked Manv 
such ambitious piojecta hav e on the otliei hami led to heated disputes that 
ended lu nothing as at the time of the 1 rench Ttev olution I am mclmed 
to think that a inoie appiopiiate comae toi om leaders would be to follow 
the path, which though it actually Liikd m the end, seemed to bo so pi-omi mg, 
and get together a small intonnal and man igcable contcrence like tbit which 
draftcil the ilehru lepoit kvcii Pamht Jawabarhl mav coudeeceud to tike 
a leat out of lus father s book 

Lost Opportuaihes 

To me it appeals to have been i tactical mistake ou the part of the- 
Congre’-s to maiat at this jimcture on a formal declaration bv Gov eminent 
about the future system of goveiument m India with a veiled threat of 
non-cooperatiou M bile I «ay this I am e ^u-llv deal that Govemnieut 

of Its own accord should hav e come out with an appeal and a declaration 

of jxilicy wlucli would hive «tirreil the imagination of the Indian people 
and enlisted their Leait, as I believe their head already wa.s, on the «ide 

of the democracies which bad taken up anus in defence of freedom and 

uitemational ordei Thus there has been a hmeutable senes of !o«t 
opportunities on both «ides md instead of cordial co-operation there lias 
been intenmnable and fraitless discu^^ion m a hucksteruig spirit Lv crybody 
knows that at the end of the war everything will change and India cannot 
remain as it wa« Lv en as a result of tiie la^t vrar there occurretl dev clopmeuts. 
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■\vliiciij howe^ er ihsippomtitig -ttKl halting, dul mean ■'ome improvernent and 
could hi\e led to much greater progress, if our Jeader- as n til as Gov eniment 
had pliyed the game m a ■spirit of mutual tmdcrstanclmg Now tweutj* years 
} av e lev olutiouised tile vrhole outlook Awakened India caniiot be disregarded 
any more, and if it chceifully and vrfide heartodly inugcs itself on the side 
of tlie allies, its fntuia piogicss would liare been assured It is not too late 
even non The Allies aiefac«J orith a problem far more difficult than they 
weie tvrcjityfive years ago, and Inhm support will coimt a gi cat deal both 
from the moiil ami material pomt of new The outlook of the British has 
also materially altered, and there would have been aery little oppo'^ition creu 
from the dichaids of Britain to i radical change m Indii s coii'^titvition I 
must notice another eoisequencc of the diffeicnt attitudes taken ou the one 
hand bv the Congi css and on the other by Mmlun leiders like Sir Sikoiidar 
Hayat Ivhon and ^Ir I izl ul Hurj and by tlie Indian States When after the 
war there is renewed consulerition of the Indian problem, British statesmen 
will be necessarily influenced bv tlus contrast, oiu! at least imcoiisaously, their 
weight will be on the side of those sections and agaiiM the Urge ma^s of 
nationalist India a \ cr\ Urge proportion of whom aie Hindus Hindus aiieady 
have liad to make loirc ^onaWe conce«<'ioiis to tho«o sections in the form of 
weightage and disproportionate repicsentation in sersu-es and legislatures to 
secure then support is it vnsc on tlicir part to increase tlieir own difficulties 
m future and make the achicvemcut of a pimcJy democratic India, m wliieli 
caste aud creed aud clow Imc no place, even more difficult than if need Invo 
been ? 

Working ol Provincial Democracy 

light provincial Goremmeuts m which Coiigiess had a big majority 
hwe been ruling their provmces £oi over two years and have now icsigued 
In ®ev cn of those pionnces Gov cinors bav c assumed full povrers of Gov einment, 
and m the 1 emaming four provinces responsible democi vtic Goveminsnts are 
still functionmg It is now time to take stock ot the situation ami ex imuie 
the prospects ot demo racy m Indn In tlie firet place the fears entei tamed 
by the BiiCish dtcliarla about the tian<£er of lur md order to popularly 
elected mmiatiics have on the whole proved uafoiuidcd Though thejo 
have been luinv compbmts, some of them with a snbstr''tum of truth 
but mo^t of them without any foundation one cm bay in general that 
responsible Government m the piovmees has proved moderately t-uccebs 
£ul The 'Miuisteis have woiked hard ami done their liest to caiiy out 
then piogivmine though signs of moidmatc hiury want of previous 
cxpeiicnee, md excessive anxietv to consolidate then own pirty lather 
than adv uice the uitercsts of the countiy as a whole lud conciliate minorities, 
hare been but too evident Policies have been followed and Ic^-islation has 
been euvctcl which kiie not pioliKel all tin, effects dc&iied Occasionally 
there have been a tenlencr to ride loughsbol over classes lu which their 
opponents have piedouiuiancc In spite of high sounding phnses on their 
bps most of the imuistiies have not shown them-,elrc3 to be bcttei thin tlic 
prev IOU3 bureaucratic Gov emments m the distribution ot pationan-e oi to be 

abov e manipulating rules and Halations to get tUcir ow n supporter out of 
tight comcis Tlie oM trick of vppomting conmuttccs or commissions of 

mvestigition to get nd foi the time being ot unpleasant (lucstioas has bcai 

iully learnt 'Ifany high soimdmg piomises Ime been entirely forgotten or 
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even explained way Financial commitments lia\ e been made ^liicli it ivould. 
be veij difficult to meet m tbeir entaretv Some of tbe minorities have been 
rubbed on the wrong side and tliey feel so disgiuntled that they are expiessmg 
their delight at the lesignation of tie mmi&tries Sectional, linguistic and 
class fa\ouritism is not unknown There his been a lecrudescence of communal 
tension With all these criticisms the smgle fact tliat the Govemoi's haae not 
felt themselves called upon to exercise their ieser%ed pou ers owmg to any 
serious ia\ asion of the rights of mmonties shows that the machine of pro\ mcial 
autonomy can uork, eaen. though cieakily There vs reason to hope that i£ 
the elected legislatures and their responsible cabinets are allowed to work in 
full independence, xmEetteicd by KCtraneous interference, demociacj uillbe 
found to Ime a suitable sod incur cotmtiy 

Totalitarian Tendencies 

The great danger to demociacv m India appears to be the giowmg spirit 
of totahtanoni'-m both in the Congress and tlie "Muslim League In a true 
democi-acy the elected repie«<aitatues must realize tl eir lesiionsibihty to their 
electors, and the cabinet to the elected lepiescutatives If by the mteipo«ition 
of an extraneous authoiity the sense of tins responsibility is dcadeuc 1 demo 
cracy cannot be «aid to be stable uhatcvei exteiual facade it mav have or bj 
•whatever name it may choose to cad it«clf The Congress ministries m the 
eight provinces could not by any etretch of imagmation be cilled respousiblo 
to the meinbeis of their legislatures oi the piimaij elcctois The} aie 
the bond slaves of a siuaU junta calletl tlic Pai liamcntar} Committee and 
of the Mahatma who ically controls all oiganizatious of the Congress 
and whose woid is law ILe electors are only expected to vote onte 
in hvc years tor the candidaicv lepic'entin^ the Cougic«6 and take 
part ui peiiodu-al demonstrations £oi the gi cater glorj ot the Mihatma 
or cu} of hjs Lenclmien of gi eater or lets impoitaiice As foi tho 
Congress membeis o£ the legislalurea “theirs is not to question whv then** is 
but to vote md lie often to their own convictions All this goes imder the 
name of discipline which IS «aid to be nccessaiy m a tune of wai even ot i 
nouMolent chaiactcr By the way this continued use ot nuhtarv language 
in the mouth of the aj ostle ot ahmsa appears to me to be mci e cant I can 
appreciate a sense ot discipline m aiiv organized body ot uidu iduals, but it 
should be so exeicwed as not to kill all seusj of selEiespect or independent 
judgment I can uudeistaud the Congress Uying down genci il hues of pohc} 
and compaimg notes at mterv als But vv hen it comes to one raembei of the 
Parliamentary Committee intcrfcrmg m the choice ot the personnel of the 
cabinets, or m the det Ills of admmibtrative oi legislative measures or even, if 
rumour is not a lying jade m matters of apjomtiuents gieat and smiil m 
three or foui provinces we ux. no longer withm the domain of legitimate 
discipline but are dreadfully cIo«e to lasci'm oi Nazism Tho list and the most 
important of the ten commandments of tbe lascist militia is Muesoluu la 
ahv ays right the Nazis are taught diat Justice aud Hitlei s w ill arc one 
and the ‘■ame In the Ccmgiess orgauizatiou from the humbLst primarv 
member of a village Coiigicss couunittee to the Piemiei of a province eveiybody 
has to icgard the view of tlic Mahatma as fcvciobauct And this view maj 
change as violently as }ou like Thus tbe icfusal m April, 1937, to form 
-mmistries unless the Governois give on uudertakmg not to u»e their safeguaid 
mg powers, and the decision to form such munstrics m July of the some year 



( 22 ) 

Mitliout olitamiUj' fcucli an undcrtnlm^, •neiL both inaiecd bj the obedient 
Coiij 5 iefc‘^mcn as the bi^jlcst evliihibon o£ f,nte&maiiBhip The decision to fast 

at llajhot and tlie dcusou to up that fast a fciv d^js later ^\lthout iiuich 

ha\ mg ha])pcne I m the mter\ al, both sent om patriots mto extacics as supreiue 
tllu-trations of uial atiuic grandeui The Latin poet held up a woman s heart 
as the perfect ty])c of hat js \arymg and changeable, but be obviously uc\er 
came itro s a Maliatma in tlio e prumtive days ’ Scriouslj, this absuid vcncra 
f:ou for tie uord of in individual, Lon ever emmeut, is the absolute nCj^ation 
of tl G dcmocntic ideal Wc lure m om countiy but too man) of sucb deified 
men and tbc bo^-ta of tbeir misguided devotees , but tbey generally wear a 
religious garli But <lemocratic politics is a practical busmess based oii history, 
reason an I ei.periencc , it should not find a place £oi such supennen wliethei 
thev aie calJel a Duce a Inbrer or a ^lahatini If at the piesent time uo 
exjircss svmpathv for dcmocioties fighting for freedom, v\e should take caic 
that nc oui selves are not irnwittm^lj hcadmg for the abyss of totihtirnniBiii 
which IS Its verv autithceis 

What I liavo said about tlic totalitaiiau tendencies m the Congicss applies 
m some lueanirc to the Muslim League au«l some othci orgmizatious ^fr 
Jmuah IS claiming to be the Muslim Mahatma \\bo‘-c woid is law lululiocan 
tikeanv decisions like the rex cut detmon to observe a day of tlnuksgivmg 
at the recent icsiguation of Cougrc«a ministers witliout consulting his col 
league He has not vet learnt all tbc tricks of Alahatmasbip, but appcaia to be 
ettmg on ^li) iMic hoje that tbc Musluns, with tbcir long tra litions of 
democratic C(}ualitv will not mutate tins undesirable asjicct of tie Congress 
or^aniratioii f W bat elcmotracv wants aic tapiblc, farscciug and state manlike 
Icailer®, not a Loader with a cijital ‘ 1 

Hindu Muslim Tension 

Ihc great ol tack ui tU wa) ot Indian n-itbmg its political god is the 
growing w int ot ccinhdcute lecwccu the Muslim Letguc and the Cougr. ? In 
fjiite ot auv illCpCil ilctadtl tbargcs I think ever) bod) will idnuc th it tlicsc 
cannot I e serious ml cumot gcucialjv be 6ub«emtiatcl Of course m auy 
j articular } Ucc small muters loom lar^c and coutmual repetition of such charges 
mcruiM.s Uic iintmoii It iii)1h>I) h bent ou hudmg ciucs loi „iousmg 
he ( m linns hn 1 llujii Bui scusibk lea lu^ shoul 1 t iko caio. not to attach 

in cvJegcralc I mil ortaucc to mhm-*ttcrs ud shout 1 ti) to smooth out such 

liilfcrcnco But owm^ t< the strained rchlious c-wctly the opposite courbC 
is being fo'lowt 1 tlutbcsilcol the inijont) j irtv there h too gixat ui 
insistence ou noii-e scntials which irt bciu^ leprescJitcd aa luaitcis of vital 

nitioud toiic-cm Thus the stress lai I ujkiu the Congress ll ig uUd the attcnipta 

lo (oree it down u^k u all as n national Ua^ Icada to the ^lusltm League nisistmg 
u{iciu Its own tlj, \far ill i Ib^ is a luere a)iiibo), and it should he a &)mhol 
cfimit) rather thm of lisiord ml I ho|o tic recent declarauon of the 
\Iahatuu that it shoui I not be lioestul at au) place if there is an) objcetion 
to It will he striitl) followed I v all Cou^rcssmeu iLc same is the can, with 

the Baude Mataram sou„ the Chorkha auil Ivha<Idar and Gaiulbi cap All 

tbc c mav be verv „ood m their wav J ui the attemi to than down tlie 

throats eif otbere even tlou^hthcv may be m a mmicncal miuont), only help 
to accentuate the tension W hen the large an I more v ital .lucsUons have been 
satisfaclordv setl’ed aul there w a general fccliug of fnciuUmcsa cvcrjavherc, 

It woull not he ver) Uiffieidt todcvisca national flag or to have a national 



( 23 ) 


autbem acceptable to nil I am not particuloily attracted b} n sjjecial i>ai'ty 
uniform as it seems to be an mutation. o£ the black oi bronni ebnts of the 
Fascists and Ivazis, still I ccoiBider Uiat a generally accepted nntionnl dress will 
add to tlie solidarity of tlie country, though tins should evolve of itself ratiiei 
tlinn be specially im ented niid forced upon eveiybocly Siimlni remarks {can 
be made about tlie Vidya Mandir scheme nud otliei alleged c rases of difference 
The leadeis bLould try to keep such matters m tlie background rntbei tlnu 
bring tkem piomineutly torwaid But uufoitunntcly this is o\utly wlrt is 
often not being done 

Tbe Congress Claim 

Tlie mam cause of all tins tension IS, louever, tlie aniour projire of both 
sides The Congiess considers itself eutit'od to iepic=ent tlio whole nation 
includmg the Muslims, while tlie Aluslim League wants to be lecognizcd as tlio 
only body rejnesentmg tbe Muslim® To nu o^ervei who is in neitliei of 
thc«e camps it seems dnt wlule tlwae IS some substritum of tmtli m both tlieso 
claims they cannot be fully sustained Tlie Congress is undoubtedly the 
bigge«t and be«t organized pohtitil body lu tlic countT) But it cannot be 
considered as the ‘•ok iopre«entati\e of all sections In spite of the presence 
m It of a few Muslims ond ui spite ot \aiioua attempts at ma^s contact 
witli them, one wu^t admit tiiat the laige body of Muslims do not repaid it as 
repreeentuig theiinelres and do not cousidei then interests ‘•ate in its hands 
This may be an tmicascaiable attitude on then pait, but it is ab uid to den> its 
ciibtcnce The land’oids and capiuli'-ts hi\e also not jomco it m any large 
nunibeis \Se Libeulsal'odo not belong to it though wc aie vlwayb piepaied to 
suppoit many mdividuil items m it® jiiogiammc In spite ot the prai ewoitiij 
eftorts of the Malvatama tor the uplitt ot tl c H ujaus tl ere is, I behece, a feeling 
among them that tlio ^ymparby of monv Cougie'^iuen is only skm deep and 
it 18 undoubted that Di Ambedkai, tl eir undisputed leader, lias not identified 
him«clfwith Congicss ictiixties hkc tic Hai) 3 au Sevok Sangh intended toi 
their advance On the other hand, tlic 1 vi®ju movement and the labour mo\c 
ment ore unaoubtedly critical of tl e aims and methods of the Congress., though 
they may not in all cases have formally tejiaiateil from them The Congress can 
not entirely represent eitoer tuo 1 rgo body of progressive Hindu opinion re 
presented by Mr feavaikar, Bhai Patmaiiand and Di Moonjt, oi the luge though 
compaiatuely silent boily ot banataui Hiudua who sigh tor tiie lovivai of 
ancient Hindu cultuio I leave out of account the jucstion ot the attitude of 
the Indian fetates aud then people®, though any national political luov ement 
must mclude them m its purview Jn view of all tl esc f icts tbe Congiess 
cannot claim to be tlie the sole leprtsenfcitive ot India, though it is the most 
important single political bodj ui the countiy uid though it can command huge 
majorities m many provmces, which i>erliAps 18 paitly csidamed by the general 
existence of singled membered cou«tituenciee which tend to leave mmoiities 
unrepicsented and also by tlie glamour atfeicbmg to Mr G-andln ® name and 
personality 

Tbe Muslim League 

It IS necessaiy to examine in the «!une detail tlie claim of the Muslim 
League But m tins case aI®o it may be generally admittal tliat it is the mo t 
important organization among tlie MvKUm® Owing to the intense background. 
of religion, dis«ideiits among them arc not so vocal as m tlie case of the 
Congress, though one can name the Shia«, the Momms and others as at least 
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indifrcrcBt (o fhe Loijiie Jtz? prob-’liJc sho that imuy of tho yoimgci cJuci 
toil nrc not attr'ictcil to the League, partly- bccaii‘-e thev aie not Eraa 

ticall} reUjiou> ami paitlj* hcciu&c they consulcr that a national moa ement 
Im e a broader ba'-e than mcie ichgion Theic is aUo an appieciable 
number of mtipuali'-t Ifxtohms whose leadci la lluilana Abul kahm Azad, of 
Communist mmded Mu'Uui-» a\ho uc attracted by Bo’slc\isiu, and o£ Muslim 
icEonuei's who rigud modem Tmkey oElvainal Ataturk as an example to follow 
It maj be said ui genera! tcims that tie claim of the Muslim Leiguc is as 
well 01 as lii foimded as the claim of the Congress Mhcnthcieis anj di&mch 
nation to accept these clums it is sound jiolicy not to mike them but to depend 
upon actual woik and the intiinsie meiit of their programmes for their 
tacit acceptance bj all But both Iwhcs ate uoiv making these claims a matter 
of prcittgc, in I when ui any dtspute pieshge come in, coniiuoii>!en>,e and sanity 
ire sure to go out 
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that on one or two points there may be a difference o£ rieii , but on such 
questions free Tote should be allowed md the decision should be left to the un 
restricted judgment of the As^mbly without tlie use of the p'udy whips 
Such a freedom of loting is not unknown e\en m British cabinets, and I know 
of at least one mstance where even m the iloiley "Mmto Councils a member of 
the Executive Council was, for consaentious reasons, allowed to abotam from 
voting on the Goieratnent side, and it may be mentioned m passing that this 
abstention led to the defeat of Government by ones ote It may be generally 
expected that when a body of intelligent men, draum togethei by a o-eneral 
consensus of \ievs, work daily together in mtimate associatiou, such ca«es 
will not be frequent and theie Avill be a gool deal of giveaiidtake between 
them It uih be generallj agreed that the Coagie<;s majoiity is mchued to 
tveat all opposition with scant courtesy, to make eveiy vote a paity one, tlm-j 
makmg its inembeis meie automita, ind, to caiay out the behests of the High 
Command with a high hand For the satisfactoiy working of demo ratic mstitu 
tions there must bea de<»iie to treat e\ciy opposition with leopect and to aield 
on pomts on which tho oppo ite party makes out a good case m deb ite, cieu 
though It la ag\m‘'t th pic\<iott8 decwou of tlie party in poNiei The Urge 
majorities u Inch tin- Cougrc'ss partv has m seicu proamces appear to liave 
turned Its head and its want of couoidciition to its opponents has madL all 
mmorities feel disgruntled and sullen If no iictoiv m, constitutional aigu 
ment can aiail, peoples minds uatui all) rum toextn-coustitutionil wl^s ot 
action The Congress patty m the legislatuies should learn the le«son ot the 
saying ‘It la good to ha\ c i giants stieugth but it is ciaiel to a e it like 
a giant 

borne modification of the rigoiom partj dis iplme «eems to be called for 
if the mjmed teJmgs of Mudiins ami othei minorities aio to be allaved It 
ifl not a greit delation eaen Irom the strict lemo i itic practice of England 
wheiu m tunes ot great «tre->8 all parties combine to torm nitional Goaeni 
ments without giving up theu own fundamental principle® Cannot In la tiv 
aaiious new methods and wwk out a system which will best smt its own pecu 
hii conditions ■’ ihe one most important point is to bimgvaiious commu 
mtie» together on purely pohtical and economic phtfoims and to do awiv with 
coinmunil parties altogether This can be done by winning each others confa 
dence Hiding the high lioisc on tl c stieugth of huge majoiities is not tiie 
b st w ly ot attaining the object It uiaj be ivorth while studymg tin- constitu 
tion ot a country like bwitzaloul when, three clearly mukel linguistic ihvisiom 
of the couatiy ha\e long leamt to work m luruionj £oi the gool ot the 
motheiland Tlieie the trenum, the iicnch or the lUiIiau ‘•peaking cousti 
tuents ot the populitiou do not clieri®h any extra territoiul lovaltv to Orermanv 
Irante 01 Italy, is they ail tecl that they can fulhl their de tmies ui their 
oivnlmd fhcic all the three l-rnguageb aie treated alike by the state uor is 
theie any distinction between the Homan Catholic or Protc-tant populitious 
«o fir as their country is concerned 

The Defence Problem, 

I earnestly truat tliat the leaders of the Coagiess the lluslim League 
and othei parties and sections in the couutiy will coaie together and m a 
conciliatory spint work out the country s progninine for the future Seen 
muiatiou luuat be aioidod aul a detenmneJ. effort mu'^t be made to reach a 
settlement There may b-* sovaa diffi'Tilties fiom the Bnti h Goicmraent, 



( 37 ) 


I am very glad to 'ee that the Congie^s c^ecutne lias appointed a national 
pIannm<T committee under the chairmanship o£ Pandit Janaharlal l^ehni^ 
and I hope it %vill lay donn a aanpidiensi^e programme and that 
proMiicial and central Goaernjnents ■will carry it out Mgorou'^ly I£ the 
Pandit can do thifc work sati’sEactonly, he will be doing far moie for the 
country than any amount of polemic il recrimination In tins connection 
I must also urge the encouragement o£ Indian sluppmg in all way«, 
and cordially support the projiopal to restrict coastal shipping to Indian 
concerns as is done by manj otliei countries Just as widespiead cinl aviation 
is a necessary backgroimd to in e&cieut au force, an extensive merchant 
marine is e««ential to a national navy On severil points ue aie likely to 
come into conflict with a ested foreign mtere te, but i£ all Indian parties continue 
to make a united demand foi such national reorganization as well as for 
political adaance it cannot be long withstood 

Federalioit 

It is not m\ desire to ■speak at any gi eat length on purely political reforms 
lull Dominion Status is wliat we all aim at and every political mea‘-ure must 
be a step m the direction o£ its attainment In its broad outlines the Indian 
Dominion that we envisage must be federal in stiuctuTc with the subordinate 
administrations having clearly marked functions I am m £a\ our of a strong 
Central Government for tliere is but too gieat a fip«ipaious tendency in India, 
and we should be careful to discourvgc it as far as possible Indian ''tates 
will uecessarily have to form comjiouent parts in such a fe leratiou When, 
vre find tint the best minds of Luropc are gropmg toviarls a Eurcq^iean 
Federation in which the jiresent independent nation's will "hed some of their 
etihtmg privileges as the ■'olution of the jiresent malaise of their continent 
wc should b'*ware ot preparing trouble for our«cl\es in future by entrenching 
the component units of an Indian federation too firm!) m tlieu particulanst 
privilLjjCo One of the great drawl) icks of the new Government of India Act 
is that It shows too great a tenderness for the lights ot the components oh 
the Federation and the Indian States ui particular aie to make liaidlv any 
sacrifices for the pnv liege of jommg it They are looking too much to their 
treatv rights an! prerogati\e« But modem jioiitical thought reijuire'i that 
there mu t be some ea«ilv practicable incthoil of ievi«mg treaties that are out 
of date and Lurope lias come to its pre'=ettt deplor able comlitioii because the 
provisions relating to treaty revision were touiid impricticable or were not 
acted upon The Indian States mu. t realize the cliauged condition of India and 

the -world ’iSlien long standms imperial diadems have tojipled down m the 
dust and tlieir wearers when not physically li(|uilatecl ue m exile, Indian 
rulers should not m«i8t too much cm their outworn treaties or depend upon 
a foreign gov eminent for support They should introduce reforms in their 
States and bring their people at lea'^t up to the politiiul level of their neigh 
hours in British prov uices Seme of the sighted among them are already 
taking means to effect this change bnt they all should bestir them'elve? in 
good time for the march of events may otherwise be too strong for them The 
British Indian provmces also must adjust their prov incial auibitvons to the 
supreme need of havmg a strong centre In every federation there is generally 
a well marked demarkation between the central and the provincial sphere", 
but ua any federation worth the name the mteresta of the centre must ordmanly 
prevail ultimately against those of a subordinate member 
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The need o£ the hour la to secuie peacelul pohtml c\o’ution in India 
It IS not to lie sscurel by the ddn^y o£ political ultimitiims or by euuucntmg 
the inmiinuin demands o£ any one section, or by too gieat an insistence on trea 
ties or acsted rights, or by any fcuiufnl tlicoiics o£ racial superiority or capicit} 

1 £ this c\oiutian is brought ibout m. conditiwis o£ stiifc and turmoil, it will lci\c 
behind it unsa\oury raemoiics ubicli mil hamper future progress The best 
nay is £oi all pirtie<=, the Government, the Congress, the Muslim League, 
the Hindu Sabb i, the scheduled ch'-sefc, tlie Libci ils and other sections, to 
come together m a spirit of friendliness and hunmer out a so'utioii by com 
promise It all parties understand tliat too otnat m insistence on then own 
claims IS Jikelv to haim the whole structure that a fieeand honouiabic tsso iition 
mth the lintish Commonwealth of Nations is to lie picEcncd to a nominally 
independent CMsteucc which is louiid to lie piectiious m the actual stitc o£ 
theuoild that religious consideiatiODs should be kept out o£ practical qucitious 
ot politics and economics tint fidJ libertj of the mdmdinls is a goal north 
btrnmg toi and tint tie m son detr# ot a state is onlj to sccuie this hbcitj 
to tile inhiidual, it mil be possible to re kU a jcaccful solution of tjic Indian 
problem In a conterence ol tins kind the Liberals Inie an cs^ciitnl put to 
phy riieus is the onlj party whieh is not based on rclij,ioui affiliations md 
winch bclicies m constuutioual methods and grvdual ciolutiou Still I am 
sure Indio*! Liber ils mil be prepared to coopciate whole hcaitcdly mth any 
01 all sectioiis whatever may be then thcoietical dilfcicnecs with them Ilicy 
hiinly tiust tilt a gicat future lies bclorc their couitij and that their 
countiy will make its own contribution to the pio^iess ofc the world The 
w orld IS lor the momeut out ot joint But it is only by a w i&e application oh 
brood Libeial pnn iples that it mil once moie bc„ua to tread the well tried path 
oh pcatcLiil cuili/vtion whicli is the suiost condition loi «ccurmp the h ippuicss 
and ccuiteiitmeut oh huuuuitj 

I lia\c eonhued mjselt to questions lelatmg to lulus coostitutioiul 
pio^rcbs s these ue it present otupruig most ttcution m the coiuitiy I 
Ime left msboh no time to sjocik at aiij lcUg,th aliout matterts ot legislation 
auil adminij*rT ilKu both in the Cent! oJ ind Broimtul bph ics Notthit these 
nutters iie Ic s luqoitaut tor they dfcct tic ical happiness ok tl c j eoplc^ 
and determine the jace ot tie country s pi ogre'=s Bub I spoke about uimy 
ot them httecu jears a^o ml do not widi to icpeat mjselt moie thm I can 
hel]^ Morcoaei m oin legislature they rcceuc detailed coiLsidei ition, though 
imkoituuitel) the point of mcw ot the Liberals i'- otteii not adecpiatcly evprossed 
owm to tlicii ab-^euct hiom the ICpislatiuee buch juc'stions iclci to tenancy 
le ishtiou, to schemes lor debt redcmptirai to ludusCiial di'«putes to ruial 
rcionstiuctiou to leorgimzation ot education of ill gi dec (mcluding tl e "W ardha 
fchetue), lo the introiluilion ol iroLibitjou to the u-e ot icpiee'-n e legislation, 
to contiol moacments of mdniduals and meetin^^s aud tree expression oh 
opinion hy the prcs'« to interference mth oi Imary 2>ro cp^cs of law, to 
the di‘-tubution ot i>atroiiaoC to the tieatmeut of the f-er\ices, to the 
day to-day lelations between communities, to the uplift of the scheduled 
classes to fehia bunni disputes to the ad\ uicemeut and regulation of 
induotiics like sugar, textiles &c to mdustinl jihimmg, to road de\e 
lopment, to the administration of railwijs, uid lo a host of other mat 
ters Mbile on monj of these questions the aims of governments are 
'vdminble, the wiy m which they are Iiemg earned out leases much to be 
dcsiretl On all these <iUestious the Liberals has c a definite outlook On 



the oue hind, they refuae to remain stagnant and de-^ire to move ivith the 
times , on the other, they generally e'jchew «liocL tactics, high soundmg phrases 
and method o£ jobbery, grift and improper patronage They put every 
question to the te«t o£ general good, dealing tenderly, but not too tenderly, 
with 1 ested mteiests, but realizing at the same time the nee^^ for well considered 
clianges Tliey havo in intense belief m the lilierty o£ every individual 
consistently inth similar liberty for all, and abhor ill totalitarian methods in 
nhateier form they mav clothe theinsdies The leaicn o£ hbeiilism is we 
lepieseut it is therefore e«xeutial m the public li£e o£ our comitry lud it is 
up to us to make our \ oice heinl and felt 

iiie tunes le puie tint Libei ils should bestu them«eh es lud spiead their 
1 lew s iiuoUj, a much wider section of tlie public than we unfortunatelv seem 
to be doing it present Disippomtiueuts uul neglect we mav lu\e to fice 
but we should not lo«e heart Tou ciunot tool ill the people all the tune, 
md I im suie tliat the innate practical sense ot om people iviU ere long come 
back to the go«pel o£ rationil piogre«« mdiiiduil freedom of thought and iction 
md the gieiteut good of the greatest number Shill we not put iU our 
eiieigies mto this all importiut nitional worL’ {Lnu I Cl ter ) 

Dr R P Paravjpye ftentlemcu the open ses«ion for todiy 
IS now oter ani the hedention will meet on December 2) tint is the 
day alter tomonow it 11 SO im dll tlie delegates torm the bubject'j 
Committee Xhe bubjoit Committee will meet tomorrow inmctuillv it 12 noon 
m this hall 

I liaie to mike mother muotmccuieut Uur Ia■^t lum will be a ou^ 
But I w nil to annoimce tint iltei tbit wc '•lull hive a tea piiti Tlicjaitj 
IS being gneu b\ one of our dclcgite l»n Biludnr Babu Blugwati barm 
Smgb rfljsot Anapur (\p|laiL.c) ‘Members ot the Keccption Committee, 
delegates and other guests who have been specuilj m'ltcJ to tit pi ri aro 
Tcquc-stcil ti. go ONcr theie to the ’Aamwmo lu the compound 

SUBJECTS CUWMITTEE 
{Decetnber 2s 19oJ ) 

llic Subjeita Committee met it 1^ noon on Dccemlaer 2S laidcr 

the piCMdcaici of Dr li V Pironjpye ml dehbcriteil tor ncarlv cij,bt hours 
Iho rc'-olutions to | e moied it the 0 |>eu ses ion weic ign,e«l upon 

RESOLUTIONS 

{December 29 19o^ ) 

Libei il I cdei \tiou again met in. ojicn ion on December 29 1J39 
at 12 noon m ilayo Hall with Dr K I* Piraujpve m the iliair llic presi 
dent wa» leil to the Ian m i pnx^ ion and the proceedings coiumciicod with 
the \ ande ilitirmi '•oug 

LIBERAL PARTY S LOSSES 

1 he follow mg con loleuce rcM)Intiou was [ut from the chair and timed 
all staudmg — 

(a) Tlie Xitioiul Liberal 1 cdcration of In hi reconU with sorrow the 
death of Ivunw ar Ihijen ira Sm^li of Lucknow a former Mmutcr 
ui the U P Goienimeut who w is a prouuneut member of the 
Liberal Parti an 1 rendered meiitonoua sen lets to the country 
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The 1 olcntioii otfera its deep sympathy to the locmbcrs o£ the 
hcreflvc<l fatuily 

(6) ilic ledcrition reconls with warrow the deaths of Air A A Patwar- 
dhaii, a foundatiomucBiber oE the Servants -of India Society, who 
specially interested liiii]'>el£ in tJjc ciiicfitiDii of Indian states , 
Sir Horraogji DinslidW who w i«» a member of the party ev er since 
Its foundation aid a great philautliiopist , Air S S Per&ha, a 
member of the Idu^u Community of Bombay , md Dr Sir Nuser- 
w mp H Cbokvey ot Bombay, all of whom were staunch Liberals 
uid rendered valued f-erviccs to the country Ihc lederatiou 
otfcis Its mo'-t sincere symithy to the members of the bereaved 
family 

INTERNATIONAL WaK 
Kunwar Sir Mabaraj Sinsb 

Kuntitir Sir U«/<iry iinj/c (Lucknow) Air Picsidcnt, biothcr delegates, 
ladies and gentlemen, tbe lebolutiou winch I hive the honour to move is one but 
at tbe s mie time it is m three p irts Let me read out to j on the first part — 

‘ 1 he 1 ecitntion btron^lv toudemne (he policy otaj,rcssiou followed by 
the totalitarian states against smaller or wcakci states and sympathizes with 
the victim'' Ihc hederatKu eonsidera tliat (jrcat Britain and Irancc are 
faghtmg Germany m the cm c ot democrat y ind trccdom and feels that Indian 
sympathies are on the side ot the democratic nations and that the whole of 
India wjslip'* tJur iheir lUt rts vvjU be crowned with success 

Now tint needs verv little elalxiratiou at my hands So far as I im aw ire, 
every politic li body m tiit' comitry lus expic«w>l its sympathy witli the victims 
of ijTgre sit n mil li it at the tsunc tune denoum ed the igg,rcBtorB It is hardly 
iietCftS irv loi me to meuiKii to this audience tlievjimus outra|j,cs that have 
lieui eouumttevl h\ Gennany under the Hillei re^^iuic Aou will lemtmbcr 
liovv m the iirbt uibtaiue \u<tiu wluth hd beciieicatcd i sm ill but uidcpen 
dent ualicu, wa> m the o nrbc ot a few days uicuri>onted in the German Iteieh 
1 here w IS \ erh ipi* fetmcshidow < F a Jaim ot n„Ut in that meorpuratiou, be 
c lu G (he greiter puitiou c t the jiopulatuiu of Austria were Germans or at 
lea t Gcnuaiis -pe-ikuio But look it tbe next ictivc a,.grcfi-ion which was 
igum-t tile (./tviis Vclciuteiit witli the bcttlcmcnt arrived at in Alunich 
which, vevonlmg to many was an ovcrgcucrous tcttlcracnt, Hitler, witlim a 
fcwinciitlis oF Mguuig that igrconcnt proccedol to take forcibly withmthc 
Ucicli the whole of I iccUodovikia, although Cicciioslovakia was never at any 
rate m midcni times a jiortiou of Germany It was before the Great War 
of 1914 an mtcgril pirt of Auntnv and AusGiv and Germany were two separate 
coimtncs lictw ecu w horn m the latter half ot the umctccnth i entury there w as 
war Thencame the ittark on Po'aiil lart Vjitcmixir in spite of the protests 
not onlv of Great Britain and franco — because vou may consider them to Ixj 
partean nations uia^muth as thev signed a f'let with Poland— but I think 
tleat I am n„lit m siymg of alnics-t the who’c world mduding an mdependent 
and mil irtial nation tucii is the I mlcd bUle-. of \mcnca xW\ these yomed m 
the denunciation of this nitrate on IVaiul President llooscvcit liad suggested 
arbitration Po'and oaeptevl it, Geruuny would leave none of it and I 'believe 
tlut 1 am right in saying tliat up to the jirc^cnt day President Hecscvelt 
lew not had tbe cv;urttsy of rcecivuig any reply from Hitler A dearer 
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case o! aggression ne\ er tool place I now come to the second part of the 
resolntion 

“ The 1 ederation appeals to all Indims to give tbeir support to the <rxuse- 
for ^\hlch the demociicies are fighting 

Now as tar I have been able to dihcoacr, there has been more than one 
statement by ditferent political bodies advocatmg support to the alliwl cause, 
suite It is the cause oE deniotncy and freedom It my memory '^erves me light, 
the Hindu Alalnsabln not so aeiy longa_,o8ul that they considered that the 
cause of democricy should be supjiorted by thiocounti} I noticed only m 
today a newepapera that tlie Council ot the All India Conference of Indian 
Christians lias made a simiiai statement, oi rather that ita pi'e ident has made 
a similai statement, and I believe that All Jiiuiah, is lepie^cntmg the Aluslim 
League, has never denounced the j>omt of view ot the Punjib Mudim leaders 
that active support should be given by at least the piovmtc o£ the Punjab to the 
alive'* It IB tiaie that the lai^est ud moat mipoitant political body in. India, 
the Congress, has given onlv conditional support What w siul by its Working 
CommiHee m plain language is this Wc give to the demo racies our hill 
sympathv Poluid, Czechoslovakia and no iloubt tmland am cntitlcl to our 
heartfelt faympatbv But we shall give no matena! support vvliatsoevci unless, 
as a condition precedent, the Biitish Govemiucut accede to certain demands 
Now ladies and gentlemen, what is the use of sympathy ot that Lmd ? It 
seems to me more straightforward and moic logical to be «ilent on the point 
and not to send any expressions of svrapatUy either to the victims of aggression 
or to Great Britain or fiance let me take an analogous case Your neigh 
hour s house la burgled The pcr&ons living m that house raav not in all 
respects, have proved agieeable to von Yon mav have disliked some of the 
tJimgs that they have done At the i>amc time vou dislike very much more 
tlie burglars and you aie well aware that if and when that house has been 
burgled and pcihaps burnt to emdew the nest attack will be on } oui hou«e 
You are asked for help You turn lounl and hxy to them ‘You hive my 
full sympathy 1 dislike mtenselv this attack upon you but as to cffectu e 
help I am very «orry that 1 cannot give It 1 wish to ask vou what is the 
use of sympathy without onv jiractnal demonstration o£ a’s-iistmtce That is 
exactly the view that Finland has icccntiv exiirc«ed to the League oE Nations 
“Thanks very much , the Fmns hive sail foi your sympathy but we shall 
be only grateful if you «end us mihtarv help The result has been that 
material assistance i' being sent not only hv England and Frant-e but by nations 
such as America m the form of money by Suodeu m men and hv Italy in 
aeroplanes It is this assistance that mu pull Finland out of the file i-atLer 
than mere expressions of sympathy and heartfelt commiBeration 

Now have you noticed tbw lathes an I ^entlcmen, that there is no demo 
cratic country m the \\orll, so fai as I know, winch has sympatiuzed with this 
attitude of the Congress, that is to say, refusal of all support lUiJcss certain 
pnlimmary demands ai-e fulfilled Theie is, liowcvei, one country which has 
been immensely pleased with what the Congress has resolved, and that is 
Germany I have heard, as you no doubt have heard, statements umied by the 
Bcrim radio I understand that there was one issued yesterday which criticized 
our Presidents speech It is a comphmeut perhaps to the President that Ins 
name and fame Iwv o aircay reached Berim but the criticism was that his speech 
was not the kmd of stufE tliat is wanted in Germany, where they much 
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7'rcf(.rrctl tie Coii'^roo Go\cmnicut‘» Lul snul nii<l done Tint p’casc? 

Ihtlcr, not Dr Pannjpjc's •■icecb I now come to tl c tlniil pirt 

riio Falentiori j-i coavmceil tliat the Jjrg-er luteixx'ts o£ aro bound 
lip with tl e dcfeit oE Xo 2 i‘-m and tLe f-ucccss o£ the c.uisG oE dciuocncv "md 
frcolom At the i‘niue time in order to enable this comitry to put forth itn 
isho’cl carted Fup]«5rt, the mnj'mitioii oE the jicople Miouhl be ciptiircd b\ 
a cLau^c m tl t. nftitinlc of tic British Go\cmiiiciit lejfinlm" the future of 
Iiidii ” 
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for these smaller’ or v. eater states and w itli the \ ictims o£ aggression on the 
pait of the totalitarian states The -wotM should knon- and all those with whom 
■wc are connected should know that our sympathies, spontaneous and full, are 
with them and that while we feel that sympathy, we cannot but desire success 
to those nations that have stood up tor these de^-astated nationahtie* They 
are doing all they can to bring life into a body that has been sought to be 
crushed They are trying to set ’up these small states on their feet again 
And these democracies that hai e been attempting tins difhcult task lia\ c non 
our fullest sympath) , and nccaimot but teel tbatni. should render nhatever 
help ne can, though it may lie, a-> 1 haae said, that m our present condition ne 
are not capable ol rendering to the lnlle«t extent all the help tliat we might 
have rendered had ne been m more laioorable circumstances But whalecer 
lielp we can render n e siionld contribute, wliateier ways are open to us, nc 
initet take, in order that we maj contribute tlic little sticngth that wc. lu\c 
on the side of those that aic trying to hdp these nations that hive been crushed 
under foot AVc cannot hut tcol that attempts ire bemg m vde to obliterate 
these nations out of the mip of the world 1 he tight against swh attempts of 
the totalitarian states, should Ime m the fullest measure our sjmpithy anl 
support, and wc cannot but dcMic tlmt the cause that Britain and France have 
taken up 13 the cause of the spirit of democracy and of the spirit of freedom 
To an Indian this cause 13 sacriKl, this cause is mspiruig, anl we cannot but 
reiulei wbatcvei help wo can for the furtherance of such i cau-se Vt the same 
time we must state what the real fcclmg m India is in the matter Wc cannot 
but feel at the same time tliat hvl we been placed in more fa% Durable circums 
tauces, we— a nation of 300 millions a country which is full of material 
resources— <ould hai e reiiderwl mucli greater help I nuy say decisive help 
All tho»e that have the power at the present moment for evoking that full 
measure oh support should cieate tii itmo«pherc which woulil attiact that 
uynjpvthy ind rouse tboic latent capacities that arc now donniut It will 
not do iijcrch to entertain the feelings to w'liich I have referred but wegiic 
expression to the heeling so that others speaally th(«c with ivhoni w c ire in 
more intimate contact, should know that while declaring aa tej « hat om huturo 
should be, a inucli larger measure oh help and support will lie ciokcd, 
ind that the declaration should lx. clear and delnute so thitiimoie 
kivourable atino-jphcre mac l/e treated I eoiniucud this le^olutiuii to voiir 
icccpjtajice 

Rai Bahadur Kunwar Guru Naram 

Rai Bahadu! Au/urur (J«r« Aa/am (Lucbiow) Mi Picsidciit, ladies ml 
geiitleiocn, it IS mj proud prisilt^ to supjKnt the resolution so abli xncrvul 
by my trieud, Kunwar fcnr Mali u ij buigh, ami sccoudeii bv Mr Bi.,u Betore 
I saj i few words on the subject I ma«t evpiess inj heartfelt thanks to 
Dr bir C \ Chintauiwii uid tlie hon Mr bapru toi then kind iiiMtatioii to 
attend this session of the Liberal lulciatioii Booplc ha\c dilEcient Mews about 
this body and there hate Ixjcu many who Ime been staimcli entus of the 
Lederation Some Imc dtacrihcd tlve Liberal leaders as anu-chair tritica 
Some say that the^ arc gre.it fighters of etHninas uid hull stops Wlutevcr their 
MOWS luigl t be, I am mclmed to thmk that I shoul 1 not tike them as critirtsais 
bwt vs compluneuts 

Ihc rcso'utiou tint Ins been inmcd IS to be dt\ idcd into four parh< Ihc 
liTet partis coulemuatiou of the aggres lou of tlie totalitarum states over 
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•ft cakcr ui'l pnnlkr nntioiis , tbe secoml, symiMtliy for the \ ictims of the 
aj.grcf- lou , the thinl, au appeal to India to help the cause for ishich the 
ilemocracica are faj'htmg a^famst the totalitanui states aud the fourth on appeal 
to the Uritish (roicruineut for » clian^ m its outlook u ith re^ird to tlic future 
btatiw oEIuiia /ks far os the hrst tnoiurts ire coucemod, I think they are 
self c\planatory iiicrc is uo doubt that no condeiim this agj'rcsfciou o\cr 
weaker states Viid there can be no two oiunious that we ha\e every sjiupathy 
for tho!-e who hue been the Ticliroa of aj.^iession and I think not onl} this 
Ixxly but the uitirt wcild condemns an<l lias hympathy for the victim® Now 
as i-cg'irds the thinl putot thv. n®o]utiou, I mean an a 2 >j)caJ to Indians to 
help tlic cause for w Inch the democracies arc hgiitiug, bir, there lias been a 
diflcicuco ok opmiou o\ci tin® Ihcrc have btui boilics winch say that we 
should gi\ e only conditional support to Brit nu uul 1 ranee There luvcbcen 
some organizations who plead that unconditional support si ould be given to 
Brit un and 1 ranee This is no doubt a «juuition whieb deserves our ittcntion 
I would like all ok you to consider this nuestiou kiom this point of view 
bupposc the Uhc®, brreat Britain and liauce, get defeated, wliat will be the 
luturo ok India i' Do you think that the salvation, the Ircedoui, the mdepend 
cucc for winch Indians arc lighting, will be fortlitonnug it the Allies arc defeated 
and tlierc is success lor (xeruiany or llussia { liut is the ijucstioii vrLicb 
we have to reply to, and I am family convinced that it we arc not gomg to givi. 
our uurcberved support to the ikilics, au<l ui anyway it Germany, Uubbiaor 
other countries w Inch arc domuiatiug tbo world today, get success, then, I 
tiiuik, salvation and freedom for India will be doomed for ever and can never 
be achieved ks lui tlic luurtU ] art, I thmk it is known to every LugUshmou 
and not only to every LtiQh«hman but to the entire world that Indians can no 
lucre rcinam slav ts and they ire determmed to get UicmscKcs free as soon 
as possible and 1 do nut thuik that by bar^ lining at this juncture when the 
cntiiv. sinutiun in Luro{(. is liaugiug in the balance, India can be more 
UncUtal It IS 1 plam question tliat il you ire in ucc-d ok help and some 
one comes to you md offers you help without any sort of icbtnctiou, I 
thuik we should be more sure of the results of that typo of help winch we 
raider but if you just put bome eondifiou md say, “Well, I am belpmg you, 
but m relurn you have to do this thing lor me, you can very well imiigmc 
how far effective that type of help will be So 1 am strongly m favour, not 
ui self mterest but in the interest of tlic WHUitry, th it the akllies must be helped 
lu the prosecution of this w vr I may say that being a landlord, I have no love 
lost for the llntish (IGo Ikija l>r Shy im Bchiri Misru Hear, hear) And 
you know tliat ui this very province, tciuiiey Kgislation has been drawing the 
attentu n of every one I have Ijccn very bitterly opjx»mg the Government 
for cxcluluig Eiich provisions which Government has only placed m the 
Tcaiancy Act to poison tlic cars of the tenants agauist their landlords and not 
to allow them n conlial rdationdiip 1 Juve always held that Jandlonis liare 
never sail that we do not w mt to give taunts, rights We arc prepared to 
coucalc n„htB but we do not want tliosc miscbicvuus provisions wbicb, instead 
of eTcntmg harmony between landlords and luiauts (hear, hear) go to alienate 
die feelings anl make tbem b„lit with each oilier We iuie expected justice 
from the Government We thought that the Bntish Government may excniBe 
Its mllucnco ui this direction but to my utter suriirisc, I make no secret of 
It, the Bntifili Govtnimcat have kicked the cliftscs simply to humour the 
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Congress at this juncture and I take them to be nothing but opportunists wh» 
snl witli the wind without caring for justice of any sort Sir, the question 
18 , Mr Basu just said, that the >ery little help that we can render — we have 
very little help to render and whatever we can render, we are prepared 
to do I say we have got the grcat«-t resources to render help if wc are 
disposed 

I tinnot for a moment thmk that the Liberal 1 uleration is a body n Inch 
has onl^ few mdiMdual«i I can «iy unlicfcitatmgly that the Liberil bedei-ation 
has got tlie entire mtelhgent«ia m the countij behmd it and tiie ^ oice raised 
by the Liberd iedcntion is the \oice raised by the intelligentsia m the 
oouiitrj (Hear, hear) 1 do not sec why \%c vre so pe&sunistvc about till's I 
think. Liberals are the men who ime got rtaourecs Thoac who ire opposed 
to Jielp Britain Ime uothmg but false projKtgauda and I am sure that they 
cannot ui any way come to the help ol Bntam At anj rate as far as the 
Congress la concerned , tliey may liclj) or may not help but I am clear in my 
mind that the interest of the countiy lies m supporting the Vllics not because 
that we ha\e any loic for them but beciuso wc haic love tor our own coxuitry 
(Hear, hear ) And it is tor the solv ation ot our country that w c liav e ileudcd 
to help the Allies As a matter of fact I waa waiting to sec after tlie assumption 
o£ ofhee by the Congress m various provinces, a day when umtj will prevail 
m every province but the result is that the country has so become disunited 
that one looks askance at aaoUver loday li^div needs the blc6«.mg of every 
single mdividual of this country and without the blessings and hearty 
cooperation of eacii and every individual of the country, we should not claim 
mdependence, Dominion Status, Swaraj or anything 1 thmk the Congress 
has taken the country years b ick (hear, bear) for the attamment of Swaraj 
by the pohey vrluch it has advocated Sir, I wbolebcaitcdh support the 
resolution moved by my friend, Kunwar Sir Maliaraj Smgb 

Kai Bahadur Bahu Bbagwati Saran Siagb 

Supporting the resolutiou m a Hindi speah, Rai Bahadur Babu Bhagvrati 
Saiiin Smgb, raw of Anapur (Allahabad district), said that the different aspects 
of the question had been placefl before them by the previous '!pcakers — Kunwar 
Sir Jlaliaraj Smgli, ^Ir J >. Basu and Jiunwar Luni haram Indian culture 
and tivihzation vvere very ancient and they weic all proud of them They had 
been taught ficm their iniancj that they Bhould rendei help to all who were 
needy and in tiouble It was expected of them to help even birds and animals 
it tiiey were found to be in danger Jndnuib had aa their ancestors persons 
hke Shri Bama Chandra, Tudhistei, fisAts and nmms and they had been taught 
not to shirk their duty A trieud m tiouble should be helped without any 
reserve and It would be very 'elfish on their part if they thought ot stnkmg 
a bargain as a condition precedent for any help they would giv e It must be 
remembered that they had relations with Lngland for the last loO years It 
was not for him on that occasion to discuss whether the British were good or 
bad The whole of the country knew very well wbat the Bntish were or had 
been 

The question tliey bad to consider was whether they wanted the Germans 
to be victorious m the war and preferred German rule to that of the Bntisb 
From whatever little they had heardabout the German methods of administration. 
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into a military Leviathan to winch all human happiness has to be Euhordiuated 
It IS against this ideology that d^ocracics are fighting I£ this type of 
ideology were only confined to Nazi Germany or 1 ascist Italy we in India 
and other parts of the i\orld may have vciy little to say Like Bol«he\i«m 
this 'Nazi spirit thi catena to break loose and ens elope m the first instance the 
whole of Europe 

My friend, Kunivar Sir Maharaj Smgli, his given you in idea of how 
Auotria fell, then Sudetonland <bi another pretext, then Czechoslovakia, then 
Danzig, then the Corridor md then Poland God knows v\ ho‘=c turn will be 
next Fired by the same spirit, Russia which was so far lying dormant stabbed 
Poland in the back oven while she was fighting agamst the aggressor and was 
herself half dead Then under tlie Soviet mfluence fell the Baltic States and todaj 
even Sweden md Norway are threatened It is agamst that spirit of aggi-es 
Mon that the Allies are fightmg AVe aic not helpmg merely Britain and 
h ranee, we are helpmg the cause of democracy bv which we mean liberty of 
the individual wluch IS denied ui the totalitarian State the libertr to enable 
one to realize the highest and the best that is within himself Ladies and 
gentlemen, you notice a motto m this hall which leads “Liberty is not a means 
to a higher end, it is in itself the highc't political end If one could presume 
to nrprove upon that, one would say that hbcrtr is a means to on end and 
that end is the realization of the highest uid the be»t that is m a human being, 
that la what democracy stands for and that IS « hat Fascism and Nazism deny 
today Wo are fighting this cause not merely to help Bntam but to relievo 
the world of this mental terror ot w ir It n all very well tor us to say secure 
b 000 miles away from the mam theatres ok war, that wai is a horrible thing 
but you tan never realize how very horrible it is unless you study the day 
to day developments m the various victim countries imless you study how 
humanity suffers through it and uale«s you imderstand how oven safety 
measures such as evacuation break up nulhous of family ties Not until one 
understands tins well one will appreciate the true terror of war 

Let me give you one illustration It is estimated that m the course ol 
the tour years ot the last war some oOO tons of explosive bombs were diopped 
on civil population The same can be done m 24 hourh today It is this 
tcrioi m which the people of the world live, a tenor which Nazism and Fascism 
aie making more and more horrible day after day, that the democratic coim 
tries liav e set their taces agamst Do not look at this problem from the point 
ot view that you are helpmg Great Britain because you arc within the British 
Lmpire Ladies and gentlemen, I appeal to you theiefore, whcnevci vou can 
to preach co opeiation in wai as if it were youi missiou to preach it that wc 
should help Bntam not foi the sake ot Bntam but for the sake of democracy, 
tor the sake of liberty for the sake of freedom of thought, tor the sake ot 
enabling the peoples of the world to reahzc the highest that is in themselves 
lell them that m the humiliation ot duuocracies will be India s disgrace, m 
their destruction will be India s Io«3 and m then rehabilitation will be our 
reward 

Paadit tlirday Nath Kuazru 

2he lion Dr H N Kun ru (Allahabad) Mr Piesideut, fellow dele 
fates, ladies and gentlemen tlicre can be no two opmions with legard to the 
points contained m the first paragraph ot tins resolution I am sure we iro 
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all united m our condemndtioii ot totalitarian poHaes aaid in our sympathy with 
tlie victims of totalitarian i^'jjressioa Since 11)31 up to the present time 
there li 18 been absolutely no doubt m anybody s mind on tint point Since 
Mm Imko was by Jipan, wre liayc realized the ilanger of the doctrine 

that IS btmg preached by certain important countries, the doctrme that might is 
right hvery instance of ag^rcsbion since 1931 has evoked resentment on our 
part against the aggresBora and sympatliy with those who were the v ictims of 
aggression This was notably the case m respect of Czechoslovakia and Poland 
It 13 no )ch3 ^o m respect of b inland which has been wantonly attacked by 
Uussia In tlicse tircuinsUncca that is when we 6nd that the weaker states 
are it the mercy of the stronger states tliat the pnnciplca of ]U3tice and to’era 
tion are being set at naught and that human values are being regarded as of 
no account, it is natural, I wool 1 rcjieat, that we should be on tlie side of those 
who are faghtmg sgainat Nazi i^^grcesion Wg feel that the larger interests of 
India and indeed the who c w orl 1 are bound up with the success of those 
who stand uj) for detrio racy and freedom It is true that some countries which 
have been deprived ot their mdcpcndcnce, were not democratic lor mstance, 
Poland did not enjoy the blessing ot a democratic govenunent hut it had its 
own government It was tin business of the J’olcs tlicmsclvcs to have a better 
govcniiucnt but whatever the character of the government of Poland might 
have b cn, Gennany could not have a sliadow ok justification for attacking it 
uid Cl uslimg ita independence We feel that if the Nazi policies were to gam 
ascendency throughout the world, it is out merely Lurope but tlic entire world 
uiJudmg India woud suiter Wc would suiter in a Bpcciol degree because of 
our mtmiato eouncciion with Lurope and with one ot tire grcatCwt Lurope m 
powas, Lnglond What can be more uaurol than that m this position vie 
bhouid natui illy be willmgtohclp Great Lrium and I ranee and apj cal to our 
conutryineu to lidp them ^ We recognize, however, that whatever our Intel 
lixmol recognition ot the principles at stake ung,lit K., our appends will not 
luve the Uusircd dftct, will tail ot their purpose udJcbs the linlisli Government 
lou UJ their part adopt a policy which Would warm the hearts of the people 
of ludu Uid eiuble tiieni to extend their wl olcht-rlcd support to liritam ‘uui 
1 ranee boiuc people ini^ht be uitlmcd to tl mk tlat wc were using 1 ngland s 
diiheulties ui order to strike v bargain vvitii I tr Notl mg, however, can be 
farther from the truth tliau such a charge 1 am not afraid of the word 
barj^aiu Put us a matter ot tact I do not think tiiat our attitude tan be 
LUOjaetLjuevl OS a bar^am Wc all ot us eon a..k our'J\L3 wliethcr wcteJJur 
the Al iu3 to the fcouie cslent as tlic Uruisuera orlrenehincn or CaUudums or 
Australians If wc do so, vve sliall have to adiiiit ionestly tint our syrupathica 
tortile Uhed cause arc not is warm as thoec of the people tlat I have just 
mentioatd Why is it so’ Why do we not foci <ooiplete i Icntity of mtercsts 
with them ? It is l)«aufce of our present |K)iUcal eoaditjcai how suppose 
at this jiuieture Bntaui were to come lorwardanl say tint the would help 
luJialo otliievc licr frecilom rapiily, enab'e I cr to trivel ijuiekly tow -ids 
Uoiiiuiicin fjtatus, can you not imagine wtat a wave of enthusiasm would Lc 
created throUj,hout the tomitry bv that anaounujnent ? Jlowtrer in) wg' 
you mi„ht be to help Great llnlain now, even the Btauiichcst and most uneondi 
tional supporters of Britain would feel their pulses quickened and their I tarts 
beat more wannly for Great Britain anl Irancc if they felt that the cause of 
the vVliics was not merely in an intcUcctoal and rcaoic way hut also m a 
concrete and vital vva\,that of India There would then bo that tomp’ctc 
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cooperation wlijuli the t^ell Wishers o£ tioth l*DgLiiul and Great Britain would 
desire 

Let alone Dominion Status Suppose Britain were to come Eorwaid. 
now and announce a change m its imhtary policy in this country I peiooually 
attach £«r more weight to tins than to abstract declarations regai-dmg the 
future status o£ India J hold the same msws on tins subject that have 
been given expression to by our distinguished President in his address 
Suppose Great Britain were to change its pdicy radically, be ready to 
nationalize the Indian army and jirepare India fully £or self-defence, tliat, 
m my opmion, would be the j^reatest guarautec that I ngland has finally 
made up its lomd to pirt with power aiul make India seligoverning 
AVould you not m such a position feel fn more warmly for Lngland 
and! ranee than you do at the present time^ And would you not then 
with courage and conviction, go forward and nsL your countrymen to gi\e 
unstinted support to Great Britam m tins cri<>is ? If you meet with opponents 
you could meet them on the ground ot jxitriotism you could appeal to your 
countrymen aa lo\ era of freedom, as patriots to identify themseh es completely 
with the democracies Kecogmzrag this the Liberal Tederation is not content 
with appcaluig to the people of ludiato help Great Britain but asta England 
also to recognize that Its appeal will meet with success only to the extent that 
Great Britain changes its policy This is a psychological question I recognize 
in an intellectual way that the cause tor which Lngland and France arc fightmg, 
IS just Nevertheless today if a war loan were started or an organization were 
tociQsd to encourage, recruvtuient, I would hght %Uy frankly speaking, of asking 
my countrymen to subscribe libeially to the loan or to 30m the army m large 
numtcis I would hesitate to support wnniily appeals m favour of the war 
loan or m favour of recruitment because 1 would have to ask myself at every 
step whether there vras any reasonable assurance that we would be regarded by 
the world at large as tree men fightmg hecly uv detence freedom It we 
have Indian o&icers m our army then our ai my going out of our country 
woud b* reg rded as a national army figutmg lor a cause wl icli the Indian 
nation be leved in But so long as the Indian army is officered by Lnglislimen, 
can any country and even the countries whom we are prepared to help, who'e 
heartedly regard our army otherwise tlun aa mciccnary ? They might feel 
grateful to Lngland tor having sent the Indian army outside India but they ccu’d 
hardly feel grateful to us tor the help that our army was rendering It is 
to change this situation m order to bring iffiout a mental metamorphosis through 
out the country and to produce those psycho ogicai conditions m which India 
could throw heisclt who el cartedly into the struggle, that v\c, while recognizmg 
the justice of the allied cause ^lld wishing to help them, at tlie same time ask 
Great Britam to realize the conditicais under winch alone our appeals can be 
successful It 18 only in the measure that Great Britam changes its policy, as 
the resoution says, towards the future ot India tiiat it will meet with a full and 
enthusiastic xespcoise from Indians in the prosecution of the struggle m which 
it 13 engaged to a success^ issue 

The rtsoluixon was put axid carried unanimously 

VICEROYS statement 

Before the next resolution on the Viceroys statement was taken up 
the President said We hav 0 a long programme to get through and I hope 
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spcakci-s Will limit tiie kn^lii of their speeches is f ir is po'^sihlc I do not 
A\ isU to Uj doAvn bald and fast lme« I hope spciberh will understand it 
themseh cs 

Mr V N Chandavarkar 

J/r V N CfianJaiarlar (BoniJiav) I beg to mote the folloumg 
resolution — 

The National Liberd ictlemtion of IiuUa, having fully considered tbe 
statement issued by His Hxccllcncv tlic Viceroy and subsequent official state 
ments, botli in England nud India, is stronglv of opinion that they arc quite 
unsati«Eac£ory inasmucb is fboy 

(fl) do not go beyond the positaan hkeai up m 1917 and imj)ly tbe 
postponement of the nd\ent of Dominion Status to in mdcfanitc 
and distant futme and do not cuvisige its acbicseincnt witbin 
1 definite pciiod wi thcncai future 

(i) !c e tbe centic irre'^ponsiblc as it is at jircseut , 

(c) gito to the uimoiity coiuinuuitics i iirtual %eto on future 

eonstitutioua) progtos 

(d) make tbo admission of a brger Indian element into tbe Viceroys 

E\ccutiic Council comhtioiul ou the settlement of tbe communal 
problem m the pio\mcc« iltJioiigb tbis was not a condition 
jircccdent to tbe establishment of 1 cdcration under tbe 
Croiermneut ot ludn Act, 193o 

(«) ignoiu tbe urgent need Cor the rapid u itioualuation ot the Defence 
forces ui dl tLcir branches 

(J) ibc Consnltatnc Committee wpiojicscd by the Viceroy, the object 
of which -was to uui Indian supjiort m the proKCcution of war could be no 
substitute for ic«pon*ibilit\ at the < cotre and tbereforo tailed to appeal to the 
people 

Mr l*ic?idouf, litlics an } gentlemen you mast bi\c read on tbe agenda 
paper before t ou tint tlic piopositioii was to ho inoiol by my fcrieud, tbe 
bon Mr Sipni You m the llniteil Piovimes bavc got a special and a \ery 
just reputation for iieuig \cry yiolite IVc ui Bombay ire i rough sort of 
people m our manners We do not miss op|>ortunitiea nbcu tbey come to ug 
AU friend "Mr 'tiapruubowas put down as a speaker in the fiist mstance 
said to me, ‘ Mr Cliandavaikir, I mt you to moic tlic resolution about the 
Viccroi s «t»tcmciit I did not want to miss tbe opportunity of movuig on 
uiipoiUnt resolution noi ua'«tc time by smug, ‘"iou take it up Sol 
rcadiK agrccl ButmiloituuitcU thegcneril 8ccietar\ ubo was not aware of the 
TOUier'itiou between Mr Sipni uidmysdfput down Air Sapru a name as tbe 
iiu)\er \nd the Prc'i lent iulc*l that I should stand l>y the arrangement made 
with Mr Sipni aul that I •‘honlil speak “^ir here I sUnl m obclieuce to your 
eomuimd fiiactliat were in tbe culjjccta committee know that tbe tliinl 
parigripb of tbe first rcHilmiou was onguulK in tbe draft jirepai-cd by tbe 
rcccpticm eoinmittee tbe U t para^rajdi of the icsolution wliihitisnow my 
pri\ liege to mote 

Now , bcfoie I come to rile resolution I woiiMlikcto lefer to i lUcstion 
which w scry oftui a-k&l — wkat w the differcni'e Utwccii ^on Liberals and tbe 
Ooiigro men as fir as ibc attitude towards tlic war an I the Viceroy h statcmeuC 
is comeniol You ire extruue as tlic Congress Tlic Tougres-s is more 



lionest, jou Libcfi!'? aic a£rai«l o£ disi)leaf-uij' tlie Biitish Go^erjiment and 
<lieie£oie tij to camouflage your attitude by all sotte o£ 'statements and qualifica 
tions 11 j rejfly is, om attitude is quite cleai Wbate\ er psychology may say, 
•isiiateicr pbilo«oj)hy may say, aThateTd •political science ma3 say, nc knon 
•uhei'c nc ‘stind 1 \ e take tlie i leir that situated as no are at piesent ive arc 
in a belple- 5 S position o cannot dictate to the Britisli Govcminent, Icai e 
alone the question o£ making a bargain or eren a conditional bargaui So nlut 
•ciei our motuo may be, ne say from the point of vieu o£ enlightened selfish 
ness that wq liaie to stand by the Bntich Wc haac no other alternative but to 
stand by tlie British because the bogey of llnssiau invasion over the frontier is 
ilready facing us and disturbmg the minds of many people While ive aie talk 
mg here, ne are hearmg o£ the dtablisliment of air Inses not fai away fiom oui 
frontier and non i£ we go into psychology aiul philo'sophy and political science 
and tell the Bi itish that they m'ust do this and they must do that before n e help 
them, our position will be V ery precarious iiidecil *50 it is purely fiom the 
point ot V leu of the s ifety ol the country it £01 nothing cl'-e n c inu^t help the 
British to win the wai Incidentally there is the moral issue involved But 
the monl is'uo and the selfi"!) is'-ue go togethei TbercEoic, speaking for 
mysdf„if a war loan is floated 01 it thcic is an appeal for lecruitiuent, I shall 
say, subscribe to the u ar loan fiecly and join tbc army m large numbers 

Now I come to tbc resolution Tbc rcsolntiou begins with the 1 iccioy’s 
statement and the first jiomt is regarding Dominion Status We vi ho know 
the old (lavs, when v\o were young and were connected with the old Con 
gress, had heaid ol our old demand for colonial self gov emment Iromthc 
year I880 01 rather from the year Lord ra]>on started his policy of hhenihsmg 
the local self gov emmeut system or c\ cu before tlut, the policy o£ the Biitish 
Gov erameut has always been understood to l>c that at a ceitaiu stage we wein 
to be given fieedom to manage our own affms So Dominion Status or self 
govenimcut are not ucw ideals Only the term Dominion Status lias acquire I 
1 new significance, a special eignificsncc, undei the Statute of IVestminster 
Hie policy o£ the British Got eniment, at least then ded ired pohev , is tliat they 
piopose to give ua the light to manage our own affair-, at a certain definite 
period But the ruil position is that even in the rear ol gnee 193 & we do not 
know wheie we are We aie living on piomiscs Lord bamuel m one o£ the 
inoot biillnnt speeches on the Indian question delivered m the Biitish Parlia 
luent since the days perhaps of Cliaries Biudlaugb leferrcd to a Biblical quotation, 
“ 1 Ian ucv er is but is alway s to be blessed He referred to tins quotation with 
special leEerence to the attitude of the British Govcminent towaids the question 
of grint ot Dominion Status to India The attitude of the British Gov emmeut 
seems to be that Dominion Status is never to be given but is aways to be jiro 
imsed to India Even we who aie m favooi of the Bntioh connection, liave as 
a result of successive disipjiomtinents begun to doubt whethei the attitude 
of the British Gov erament is reaBy sinceie, and whethei they are holdmg out 
promises to India which they do not mean to cany out There are statesmen 
like Lord Samuel and the late llr llcmtagu who have done what they could to 
see this piomise is fulfilled, but there ore other people who are holdmg back the 
hands of tiie Bnti«h Government and are trying to po'tjione the giant of Domin 
ion Status Our attitude towards the Viceroy s statement is that it docs not 
go much beyond wbat ilr Montagu Kud in 1017 or the Balfour Declaration 
The Viceroy’s stitementfrom the point of v lew of a declvntiou of poh«v is v cry 
11 
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enableo England to «tand as a nation in lani^ o£ emergency It has mad® 
the British a discvplmed people, discipline -which comes £rom withm, disciplme 
of a free people who socially are one whatever their religious differences may 
Why has England reached 'meb a position?— Because they know how to woik 
•with people with different views and they know that essentials count more 
in a nation s life tiiau non-cssentials and it is die only way in -which a democracy 
can-woxk We ha\e seen tint the Congre«!s party has sometimes -worked the 
paity sjfctem in a very offen'siie way to the peojilc who do not igrco mth diem, 
but we esjxKited this ^Ve ihd not expect that m the begmumg we would 
ha\ e a perfect system of ailmmistration lu spite of all that they have done 
I would lather go through this mi«ery tlinn go back to the bureaucratic system 
of admmistiation or the artificial system of admmistratiou wheie people are 
brought together because they belong to the Hindu community, the Aluslim 
community, or tlie depressed classee It is nothmg but a perpetuation of the 
abommable caste and communal system that has ruined this country and we 
shall never get out of this aboramation unless we forget to thmk m terms of 
caste and community and we begin to thmk in terms of India and Indians I 
was told once m a public gathermg that I did not i-ealiee realities It is high 
time -we begut to repeat the platitude of oui political ancestors, the forefathere of 
the Congress, rather than the platitudes of the present leadcre of the Congress 
Su, I attach the greatest importance to this question, the minority problem Wo 
are being asked to face realities We faced realities at the Lucknow Congress 
lu 1016 and the LucLnoiv Pact m 1916 was hailed as a great political cliartei 
like the "Magna Charta of England Me know what that Pact has led us to 
What w'lft a minority problem has become a problem of nationalities We arc 
notv told that it is not a question of nunoritics, but it is now a question of 
uationalitie« That is, a countiy like India which for tlie last 50 vears we 
have been claiming to be one nation, It IS now said, consists of two nations 
one Mahomedan. India and the other Hindu India If we encourage the cry, 
the idea -a ill get hold of the people and God knows what may happen Mo 
must stihc this monster now and the on\y reason why i h^ong to -the 
Liba-al paity, why m spite of our poverty of numbers I am anxious that the 
Liberal party should continue, IS because 1 feel that OUT liands have been very 
clean in this matter We should coutmue on our path to give a lead to tlie 
country and tell the country -we cannot talk of Dominion Status, leave alone 
independence, if we are gomg to thmk of this country m terms of Mahomedan 
India and Hindu India Hindustan belongs to all of -us irrespective of caste, 
creed or religion M e as Libeials should discourage any attempt made by the 
Congress or the British Govemmrait to tell us that unices we can solv e this 
problem there can be no political freedom m this oountiy This problem is 
going to solve itself It was my privilege to be connected with a big cduca 
tional organization for the last six years I know the younger generation are 
free from this communal virus Left to themselves, they do not worry about 
these matter^ If the present gcneratiou is not gomg to forsake the ideal of 
unity I am sure m another 20 years the problem will be solved on a different 
basis altogether "We must once for all tell the British that it is not honest to 
make the settlement of the so-called minority problem a condition of pohtical 
settlement 

I admit we hav e differences Ihd not the Bntish have differences m. 
England ? In the year 1908 wlica I went to England the Eucharist Congru^s- 
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juatJcijiiaic n«il j)3it-alj>factory and our moit tcrious objection to it is tliat it 
leads us noi\ here regarding the realization of our ideal of responsibility at tljf 
icutre Sir C "i Chintaniam, speaking in Rotnbaj m 1931 m one of the raosd 
brilliant addre cs it has beau mj pleasure to listen to sud, ‘ I cdcration or no 
federation, there must Je rtpMiBibility at the centre’ Allhough mc Imc 
rcfiionsibilitv in the pro\ mcM there lias been no move to mtrahicc responsibility 
at the centre Vs a result of the war the «iucs.tion of federation lias been put on 
tlic '•heif flic \ iccroy in trying to fiml a solution to tiic problem has nude no 
reference to the ^jiicitioa of resjxHi^ibihty at the centre but h^s tried to secure a 
working amingciDcnt, but c\cu tins arrangement isas hedged mbysom'uiv 
difficult comhtionfi The first cmiditiou wns tint there must be amgiecmcnt 
iMtIi tlic nimontics 

. bir, iMth jour permission I shall deal with the paragraphs (c) and (d) 
of the resolution later an 1 ju«t refer passingly to the question of the nation 
alization of the defence force" I am not going to speak on this pomt at great 
length bccau c there is a special resolution on the subject But the point m 
Iiaimg tins clause here latius, tliat we realize that the talk of Dominion Status 
IS all mocoulmic when ai c arc not m a position to defend ourech cs. If tlic 
British jicopic are really sincere m their desire to give us Dominion Status they 
ought to gUC proof of their smeenty by takmg definite steps towards the 
iiationaiizatiou of the army It is useless to talk about Doimmou Status unless 
a coimtrv is able to defen 1 itself Taking advantage of tins war they should 
take up rccnutincut bv a®kui„ Nolimtccrs to join the imiiy, by expanding the 
lanci>it\ Traiuuig Corjis m \nnous uai\crhitic« bv expanding tlic Indian 
Tcrnfonal I orte, m short they should bmJd up a citizen anuj uho will fi^ht 
not bctau c tbca racnc lU ioorlU a monlli but because they knou that 
the safeta of the eomitry is ui (Linger Unless we haao a national citizen 
aniij we shill lut be able to keep Domioiou Status even if granted to us for .4 
1 onn 

I now couic to the j roblcm of j robkini>, the so-tailed jiroblcm of mmori 
tits V\ batc\cr the British Goxemment maj La\c done m the past wc, sir, 
tamiQt IcuT that we haic been equally rcsioiisiblc m creatmg this problem 
on 1 kcc{ lU^ It able and makmg U a cancer, such a tauter that aJJ of ii", some 
tines c%tn tie most uilij,blcnc»l nmoug us arc alfu-tcd bj it VNliatwaathc 
\ itcnw s jHisititai*' Tic V ittroj said, ‘ I am willing to tx-jaml tic L\(xuti\c 
(ountil but %ou unit come to a tomniunal ecltltmcnt m the jroi mcei', ’ the 
iiujlitaticai tlcn. bcin^ 1 presume that the Cou„rcss Go\truuient3 should take 
iioimuots of imuuriucs m their Cabmets altl on^b iLts*, nommcfs would not 
sul ktiLc til the Ccii,.rtss faille That, I take it, ih tfc gnetanto agamst the 

Cougnsj' 111 Jilt adlrcfis la t jear dclncred as tie President of the Provincial 

1 ibcrai Coufcruite at ^^ata^a iicriiap I gave a Icail m attacking the Congress 

Govcniuiuits But I shoutl like to congratulate tic Congress j art) on the 

tOJTcct attitu !c taken by jLim in ijcdmuig to aatj t thw suggestion from 

tleViccruv (Heat, bear) '\c want self ^ovcmmuit I ut il must he rcallj self 
gov(m«mnt,tliatis,agovcnimaitb\ the |ic«j!e b) diM-ti. ion, bj assKKiatioii 
of ho’ ling more or lcs« the samctiLw, the san c ideals. It is no use 

refemng to twiuiudjid and to other coiitmcutal tountrics. Bo have beta 
cwmcctol will, tbc Wo Inoor wk>t pirhiimcntorj ,lcmoci-.oy is and 

ivcCnilLnavlalcvcrdilccisilicreiaa, UmiLo Bnmb dcinocricT, it is tlio 
one .'circtraoy tint Us slool Ho let ol lute, it i, tU out dtmocraoy tUt 
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enables England to stand as a nation in times o£ emergency It has made- 
the British a disciplined people, discipbne "which comes from •withm, discipline 
of a free people lybo socially are one whatever their religious differences may 
Why has England reached sodi a-posibon’ — Because they kno-whowto ivoik 
"With people "With different Mens and they know that essentials count more 
in a nation s life than non-essentials and it is the only way m ivhich a democracy 
can ■« ork We ba% e seen that the Congress party has sometimes n orked the 
paity system lu a \ery offensive way to the people who do not agree nith them, 
but A\e expected this We did not expect that in the beguinmg we would 
have a perfect system of admmistmtion In spite of all that they have done 
I would lathei go through this misery than go back to the bureaucratic system 
of administration or tlie artificial system of administration where people are 
brought together because they belong to the Hmdu community, the Jlushm 
community, or the depressed classes It is notlung but a perpetuation of the 
abominable caste and communal system that has laimed this country and n e 
shall never get out of this abommabon unless wc forget to thmk m terms of 
caste and community and we begin to tbmk m terms of India and Indians I 
■was told once m a public gathermg that I did not i-eahse realities It is high 
time we begin to repeat the platitude of our political ancestors, the forefathers of 
the Congress, lather than the platitudes o! the present leaders of the Congress 
Sn, I attach the greatest importance to this question, the minority problem We 
are bemg asked to face realities We faced realities at the Lucknow Congress 
in 191G and the Lucknow Pact lu 1910 was hailed as a great political charter 
like the Alagua Cbarta of England We know what that Pact has led us to 
What was a minority problem has become a problem of nationaUtie«i We are 
now told that it is not a question of minorities, but it is now a question of 
nationalities That is, a country like ludia which for the last 50 years wo 
have been claiming to be one nation, it is now said, consists of tivo nations, 
one Mahomedan ludu and the other Hindu India If we encourage the cry, 
the idea w ill get hold of the people and God knows what may happen B e 
mu^t fstiflc this monster now and the only reason why I belong to the 
Liberal party, irby m spite of our poverty of numbers I am anxious that the 
Liberal party should continue, is because I feel that our lands have been very 
clean m this matter We should coutmue ou our path to give a lead to tlie 
country and tell the country we cannot talk of Dominion Status, leave alone 
ludependence, if we are gomg to think of this country m terms of Mahomedan 
India and Hmdu India Hindustan bdonga to all of us irrespective of caste, 
creed or lehgion We as Liberals should discourage any attempt made by the 
Congress or the British Government to tell us tliat unless we can solve this 
problem there can be no political freedom m this country Tim problem is 
gomg to solve itself It was my privilege to be connected with a big cduca 
tioual organization for the last six years I know the younger generation are 
free fiom tins communal virus Left to themselves, they do not worry about 
these matters If the pre«cut generation is not gomg to forsake the ideal of 
unity I am sure in another 20 years die problem will be solved on a different 
basis altogether AVe must once for all tdl the British that it is not honest to 
make the settlement of the so-called minority problem a condition of political 
settlement 

I admit we have differences Did not the British have differences m 
England ? In the year 1908 when I went to England the Eucharist Congress- 
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procc-'iou w >s Ixiuiiol tlic V'iqiuth Go^cnuncut is the rctult o£ agit'vtioa 
camcil on In the High Chxirch jicoplc The pi'occ.'iou wis not illoncil to 
„o ilong tcrtnui '•trccts m Loniloii Hicrc wcic tlic dmbihties o£ the Koiinu 
Cadiohfs itid their pcr«aiitio« Jiut let w not dc^i^w -lutl (lci,i>oml Jiid h.'i} 
that ire pcrjictmlU to liC ilmJcd on tli(M 5 co»ii»mul or rehgioii> luiC', iml 
tint i\c ire not one lution 

Ihe <,ul\ thing left i" the Coiisultiti\ c Committee Wkit i\as olLrcd 
bhouU not Imc Ijlcu icccptal and I «u tlat neither tliL Coiigie«> iior the 
Lilx-ntls uor the ^hiahm League nor the Uuiilu bahki aitcptctl tins oiler oE the 
^ iccrot I ithcr we ire to associate with the touduct o£ the war n c<)mls or let 
the Briti'h Goicrmucut or the hiircaucrat^ carry ou the w ir, but wl. ^lu^^ hue 
no rt^jjou^jbihtt for the <t)i»lutto£ the w ir Whit we stind foi is the duett 
v'-'OtutKii 111 the Imluiis in the coiiJutt o£ the w u, tint mctuis, in the Ineai 
U\ e (aoierameut If f-uch in oltcr hul been unde ccrliuil) it woulil luie 
Ixui eoU'idcriAl >«o doubt such an oifer Jus Ixjcn mi Ic but on i wiong bi«ii 
iiiL hoUitiou ni the toiinnima) j»roUc»» lii flit proiwiccs wj» with i coiuhtiou 
pretwlcnt flat iswb\ tbit ollu mis nghtlj iCju-tol 
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aftei the \7ar had been declaie<l His Alijesty’b Goserameut ^liould ha\e coiuc out 
wth a declaration of an imaoinativc chincter, but the British Go% eminent is 
singularly Jacking m imagination That was not done The situation was 
allowed to drift, and when pressed Uj the most important political orgniiatvon in 
the country to make a dechiation of tlieir aims — the demand foradcclaiadion was 
implicit also m the re«!olHtion passed by our iroikmg Committee xn Bombay — 
the Viceioy came out with a long statement, the sincerity of which I do not 
question but the wisdom ofc wlncli I gravely doubt (Applause ) I have read the 
declaiatiou ivith the icsjiect wlncli is due to His l^xcellency and I regiet to Ime 
to say that it is a nio t unimagmati\e document It docs not carry ns 
beyond the position enaisageil for us in 1917 Biitam is to be the aibiter of 
our destinies Progressne realization of resjionsible goicinment, Britain being 
the judge of the time and measure of each advance, is still to be the goal of 
India Dominion Status is to be the ultiiiutc issue of India s destiny IV ell, 
do you wonder that that declaration has appealed to no jiatriotic Indian ^ Not 
only has that declaration failed to appeal to any i>atiiotic Indian, but it lias 
tailed to appeal to all reasonably liberal minded Lnglishmcn It was attacked 
m language of great eloquence by that most eminent of Imng British Libcial 
state men, Viscount Samuel In a speech otgicat eloquence, he criticized that 
ilcclaration in a nuunci in which it has not been criticized cacn b) the Liberal 
party of India Vc haac been told by Biitidi Couseiaatncs that thev aio 
dieappomted witli tlie attitude of the Liberal parta Vly msw ci to tlut line 
ot ciiticism 13 that wo are Liberals and not Consci vati\ cs If the icsolufions 
ot my party could beblcssel by the Jm's I would be soitv I would tlien 
begin to think that I wts a Conservituc and not a Liberal But I find that 
our attitude is nghtlv uuderetood by British rwlicals like Lord S?muel, my 
old friend, Mr Wiltied lloberfe who lus grcatlv distinguished himself in Parlia- 
ment and who IS a Liberil meuibci Sii IValtci Layton, by the Manchester 
(jruaiduin, by tlie Aeus Chronicle, bv tbc Daily Hei ild and the Libcial and 
Labour prch^ rueie w nothing wrong, there is nothing unreisonable ui asking 
that our status bhouU be asmicd \t this critical moment in oni nations historv 
1 will now w itli youi permission point out what our principal ciiticisms 
agunstthc declaration arc I have alrewlv jwmtcd out that the dcchraticai 
does not carry us beyond the position taken up in 1917 Mem the Liberal 
pirty have not claims I that we should be the sole arbitcis of our deatiny, but 
wc have certainly stool tor tlie iwsitioii that we should hav e an effectiv e share 
m determining oui own destiny I veu that effective shaic has been denic i 
to us in this declaration Pomt No 2 !•> that dominion status still lemams 
only the ultimate is^ue There is no definite time by which Dominion Status 
IS to be established There is no woid even to mdicale that progress towards 
Dominion Status will be occeleiatcd All that lias happened is that federation 
which no one liked has been di&hcd, not lu ordci to meet the Congiess point 
ofc V lew or the Hindu pomt oE view or the Liberal pomt of view but m ordci 
to meet the point of new of the mmoiitics anl the Indian prmces The 
centre lias been left iric«pottsihlo Jia at picscnt Now we know wh.it the 
di&icuUics of workmg the prc&ent mcsponsible ccntie aie Even when we 
want to support the Govunraent we cannot support the Government The 
centre today Id a very weak amtie and you cannot conduct i bigwarwith a 
weak centre like thi? Wiien we hal di-^cussions on the Defence of India Bill 
Avc found gi eat difficultv ui suppoilmg tlie Bill Me knew that if we were a 
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iegai*d to minority rijjlita inti majonly rights It must mahe up its niuid in 
regard to treaty rights of princes and the moral rights of their subjects In 
regard to all tbe«e matteib it must make up its mmdaud ivc should also have 
conciete detailed plans ready I thmk hard thinking, constnictire thinking is 
necessary on our part It is no use attacking one party or the other We all 
need to pool our resomsts together It is for this reason that I ha\e greatly 
ileplored certain recent manifcstationa o£ Mu^im hysteria I have greatly 
deploied for this reason the “deliverance day of the Muslim Mahatma, 'Mr 
Jiunah (Laughter ) I had very great respect for Air Jmnah He had done 
eminent ser\ ices to the coimtrv in the past, but m the evenmgof his life he 
has been gomg hack on the prmciples oE a lifetime I ivish that it had been 
left to him to contribute to the solution, of this problem He is a powerful 
mau, he is a great man, and I would apjMsil to him to apply his mmd in a more 
constructiic manner to the piohlem of ludn I would ask him to emulate not 
the example of his follow er, Air Fazlul Hu<| of Bcuga! w ho changes Ins mind 
cv ery altemato (hy (laughter), but of Sir Sikaudar Hayat Khan ai ho m these 
difficult days has proted to he a rcponsible fitatesiuin AA itU tlic^c words 1 gne 
ray support to the rcsolutiou 

Rao Ra}a Ur Shyam Behan Alisra 

Rat Bahadur- Haa Ra)a Dr Shyam Behan Mtsra (Lucknow) ifupportmg 
the resolution m Hindi said that the two previous speakers had explained at great 
length avhy the A iccroy s statement and the subsequent statements of British 
statesmen had not been accepted by -my party in India Fveryone anxiously 
awaited the Viceregal pronouncement, but when actually made it disappomted 
ill There was nothing m it to enthuse them and no material adiance liad been 
promised with a view to altering the existing situation in the countrv 

Beferrmg to the question of India s |M)htical status, iDr Alisra said that 
nun by nature wanted to be fiee aud so was the case with nations fo realize 
that goal tw o things w ere necessary firstly they had to achieve independence 
ami secondly , after becoming nidei>cndcnt they bad to possess the power to 
retain their indepcodeuce If India could become independent and be able 
to retain her independence there was no harm and in fact they would all whole 
heal tedly welcome it The Liberal i>arty being a reihstic body felt that in the 
existing condition of things it avas a very difficult thing to make India indepen 
dent and e> en if she attained independence it wovdd be next to unpossiblo for 
her to retain her mdependence for long Even if the British left the country 
of their own free will they would not be able to manage their own iffiiirs 
smoothh 

The speakci explained that he was coustramed to say this m view of the 
recent communal outbreaks, the attempt made by one community to cut the 
throat of the othei That was the leason why the Liberals as practical men and 
not as Lhushamdis pressed foi Dominion Status for India Though for most of 
his life he was a Goa emment sen ant he would most gladly work for securing 
sm mdejicndent status £oi India i£ he ielt suic that they would be able to 
presciae that status for any length ot time But as he was quite certam that 
they w ould not be able to do so he stood foi Dcamnion S^tatus It greatly pained 
bun to find that even for the attainment of Dommion Status all sorts of obstacles 
were bemg placed m then way The wcards ‘ Dominion Status of course could 
aiot ba\ e foimd place m the Aluito AEmley leforms The British fought shy of 
13 
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•using them even m the MoutEord reforms sclieme Not only thit, cvcnnow'" 
there was no definite pronoimcemcnt Doniinion Statu? to India in 

the near future So many lestnchous and safeguards -u ere hemg imposed that 
it appeared practically imiiossiblc that India uould ever attain the status of a 
(lomimon it vns this feeling of ilisgust and pc#*iini&ra that made the Congrtss 
lay dotvn the reins of office in. the ■vaiious proMnees where they were m 
charge of government and adopt an attitude ot non-coopcralion 

The Liberals never tuourcil a polu) ot nou-coopcration Butheagiecd 
with the view ctiirc&sied by ins ftiend, Dr Hiidiy Nafii Ivimzini, tLit thoiigli 
they all wanted and were willing to help Brit vui m the jirescnt war somethmg 
should also be done by BriLim to make them enthusiastic ui supportmg her 
cause It was essential that the goodwill of Indians should be secured on tbc 
side of Bntam If Indians knew that iftci the conclusion of the war they 
would secure Cor themselves the lights foi which they weic now asked to 
hght shoulder to shoulder with Lugland, they lould then lielj) her witli 
greater vigour and enthusiasm India bad i vast population with nninensc 
resources and it she thi-cw bw whole weight on the side of the Allies, the 
war 'would he won in no time and the whole ot Iiuojc not to speak ofc 
Germany could be thrown into the Atlantn or the Pacific Ocean (Laughtci 
and apipLu^o ) 

llcfcrnug to the Hindu Muslim <liltcrcnccs the spcakci said tliat thi? 
dispute had existed (luriug the whole of bis life and bo could say from lus long 
cxpcncnco that the two communities were never very great friends But 
there w 18 no doubt that the relations between mdivilual Hindu? and Mushnis 
were cordial and good, at least they were ostensibly so However, tbanks to 
the fanatical prcaclmig of Muslim leaders like Mr Jmnab, there was a fccliug 
ok liatrcd and distrust betweeu tbc two communities at the picscnt time Ho 
was sure tbit this was not the stitcot affairs formerly The British statesmen 
were responsible to a large extent lor tbc creation and the perpetuation of tbo 
piobluu ok prohlcme, the minority problem He would not go so far as to 
assert that the t»rohlujj had hem CTcalcd with the nii'^hievoa? motive oi divide 
and rule, but he would definitely say tJut it W"? tjie direct result ot their 
bhortsigbtcd policy India was being juintc*! to the world as a land of minon 
tics It should te rcmcmberc*! that India was called Ilmduvthau and the IlmduK 
fonued the majority of tlie popiibtiou Hindus had been able to survive the 
oiislaUc,ht» uf ’\Iuslmis for Too jeirs and it was wrong lor Alushms to beheve 
But they would siwxced in misbing Hindis with the help ok the British Dr 
Ml ra w 18 c-oiihdcut that there was no eliaucc whatsoever of acbicvm"- Ilmdu 
Muslim uml> m the rcM tense The Hmdus would remain Ilmdus at imy 
cost lie was cvui prcjurcd to accept wliat was called the Pakistan scheme 

IE Muslims wauled It, let India be divided into Hmdu India and Muslim India 

but the fact reiiuiucd that the Muslim community could never become the 
nujonty communitj m Hicdusilun 

Concluding, the siKakcr iwintol cut that there wis not much enthusiasm 
among luduus at the present umment m connection with the Luropcan war. 

Ik ui^'cd Oiat It was the duty of Bntam to ervate a friendly and favourable 

atmospbere and Indians m tlmr mm would not fail to rcsjwnd with cntbusiasm 
and render all iiossible help tliej could to enable Britiau to win the war. 
(App/Iame.) 
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President 1 must mention that Mr febroff wants that the hole re- 
solution with the exception o! (c) dioold be adopted by the Federation I do^ 
not think that tliat is a possible amendment to this lesolution If you like I 
tan take those varioi^ paite ui separate poiticois for voting But I hope he docs 
not press that amendment 

The resolution icas put aiul earned, tuo toli/ig against it 

DOMINION status 
M r, J N Basu 

Mr J N Basu {Calcutta) moved 

This Federation strongly urges (1) tliat the Government of India Act of 
19'15 should be so amended 

(а) as to proiide for the cstiblishmeut of complete respou«ible 

government m the provmces and fon a tcdcral basis at the 
Centre so that Indu may automatically become a Dominion 
within the meaning of the Balfour Declaration of 192G and of 
the Statute of Westminster on the conclusion of the war and 

(б) as to secure to the subjects of States the rij^ht of election of 

State respresentativcs 

(2) Ihat m the meanwhile immediate steps «hould be tikeu to 
nationalize the army so as to enable India to shoulder the responsibility of 
Dommion Status 

Mr Basu It is a matter of deep regret that m these days it should 
bo necessary to urge such a resolution in a political assembly m Indu Tins 
resolution desires to give ezprcsbtou to the fcclmg that has pievailcd m Indu 
with greater oi less intensity evei since the Biitish connection with this country 
began That feeling is the desire of the people to be masters of their o^^^l 
homes, to have the control of their o\va destmies and of their own future 
We have wanted that our affairs should not be legulatcd with an eye to the 
interests of any other outside body, that our affairs should be regulated accoidmg 
to our needs, our ideals and our requirements 

Sir, you will notice that wc Jay stress on the exjiression Dommion 
Status ' As we ordinarily underetand it, Dominion Status implies not only 
that we should be a free state but also that we should be included m that 
commonwealth of flee states which IS knonn as the British Comraomvealth of 
Nations It IS, I believe, not necessary to tell you as to why it is necessary 
that we should desue to form pmtoE such a strong combination ot nations 
Wc want jirotcction from outside attacks, m various ways wc want advantages 
which standmg all by ourselves we could not possibly have at the present 
moment You have to look at our wide seaboaid and at om- vulnerable 
frontiers You will immediately appreciate that it is difficult for us at the 
present moment to successfully meet attacks at those pomts AVe should also 
think that when we associate ourselves with a strong body of nation* we can 
assist m brmgmg about ultimately a world understandmg which will gradually 
abolish aggressions and aggrandisements at the expense of weaker and smaller 
nations The beginning has to be made An attempt was made with the 
League of Nations, but it has failed So far as the British Commonwealth of 
Nations IS concerned, it has gone on successfully so far, and with a httle liberahs- 
ing ot its ideals and its pohey thoie is no reason why it should not be a centre 
emanating peace influences throughout the world 
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to ^\lut H Doimmon M^tus w t cjuejlioii Out cii^i^ol the itteutiou 
o£ tliL self go^ cruiiitj colomcH, oE tlio dominiouH o£ Great BnUui fora great 
lum) \car< rhcix2 «cre luipcnnl CwifcmitCH whit,l» tlic rcprcsenUJncjt ot the- 
\anoUH tlommioua attcxulcil and tlicio uoh diM.UK'-ion as to wlut Uiouldlx, the 
status, fetaiuliug md powers oE these \anous domimoQx It was gciicrall) 
felt bj these (loinunouw tliat they sluiuld Ixs m the po'^itiou of free anl 
mdcpcndeivt sUtes The ouh thing LOiuicetiug ihciii wis their nllcgiaiuc to 
one cuitio There was the Ualfour Dccliiitiou, which was not rcall) a 
iletliritiou b} Loril Bilfour but the iC 2 >ort of i (Djiiiinttcc of tlie Jiiij)cnal 
Conference o\cr whicli lord Rdfour iMcsulcd 1 slull rcul out just ouc 
sentence from tlut report which will giic ^oii an tdci ofwlut it decided 
Spaikiug of the British doimmous, it stitcil lint thc\ ire autonoinoas 
couummitica within the Biitisli ciujnrc ujual m status, m no wwj sulxinluutc 
one to mother in any asjjcct o£ then domestic or external iffairs, though 
milted m common ahcgiuicc to the Crown md Elects issocntcd as rncmbci'a of 
the British Commouwcaltli of Nations * 

\ou will notiec wlnt the implication w in tlie cxpiosiou Domimou 
btalus It dforiLs iii opjiorlumtj foi iS'Ociatiou oE independent stitc«, 
indepicudcnt not onh as reganls their own <l(iiics(it dfiirw but ilso o>< 
icgmls rJicii comicitiou with «mtsidcis Ihc vc-ccptiiicc of Ilut mow 

has led some of the stales to lu\c tlicir own wpicscntitiscs ni foreign 

loimtiics Ciuula has her own leprcscntaUi c* and the Irish tree State 
has itH own rcprcscntatiacs m other i-oimtTics im-iud of kmg rcpirc, euled 

hj the British Mimstrj oi the British igcnt ilic ipiuition o£ sccosbion 

w is (hscusscd In fact licloic the Balfour Bcdaution there were m the 
Umon ot South Africa political piartic-s who wantcsl the right oE sccc.siou 
as one of the rigiits tlut tlic.se comjioucut statc.H shonl llua c GcucmI Hertzog 
was the Icadci ot one i»artj which Cavourul that the compioucnt p>aitH fihonld 
hi\o the power ot secession The other pirtj was represented by General 
bmuM who lost after two elcctiouu bo it w i.s also a Jnc issue and,it was 
understood to he a hsci«suc but bouth Africa, i Urge piart of which had 
fought Bnfaiu tooth md nail only a few years pieMOUsh, found tliat it 
was beneficial to that State that it shoalil continue to he i piart of the 
British Commonwealth ot I^atious Tlut is wlut is niumt bv the Balfour 
Declaration 

ks icgards the Statute ot W cstmmstcr it luciclj gaae le^ishtue sanction 
to a state of tilings that had been accepted both by Bntim and bj the domimons 
winch were self governing In one of the seotious of lliat stituto it said that 
It should liave power to make laiva for extra tcmtonal opcintioii It was 
necessary that such a statute Bhoold be jiasscd Cmadi had pmssed a law that 
there should be no ajipcal to the Bnhsh Pm v Council m au\ cnmmal case 
Ibe matter was taken up to the Privy Comicil m a coitam ease and the British 
Privy Council held tliatitwas a law which Canada had no right to pass So 
It was ueci»sar_^ fliat the doubts should be set at lest and the independent 
position of these dominions should be placed bevouil doubt Various other 
things contnbuted to the measure wluch nltmmtoly became the Statute ot 
Wcstmmstei If the fetatutc of Westminster is apphetl to India, then India 
would be tor all practical purposes a completely Geo nation, a nation that would 

regulate her own economic, fiscal and administrative policy, and what is more 
important, a matter tliat is rcEerre I to oi the second piart of tins icsolutiou, it 
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would be 1 nation completeh pro\ided uith i)Owcr to orgam&e and looL aftei its 
own defence 

Suppose wc wore attlie piesent momenta free countrj, where are theessen 
tials that u ould gi\ e us stiength to stand the on'=‘Liughts of outsiders We have no 
properly ecjiupped army and ne% y led by Indians aud under then command to 
protect out coasts and boundaiies That is the po itioa — a position which is ex 
trcmel} disheartening to e\ ery Indian If u e attain Dominion Status as Canada, 
Australia and the Union of South Africa ha\e done, then we \m 11 ha\e the 
power to haa e our own army and navy accoiding to our own needs You can 
have the necessary armaments, joucantiam jour own men in the vs ay that 
you may desire them to be trained, so that your country may be protected from 
outside attacLs You aviH be masteis of your own home in a fuller sense That 
IS the Dominion Status that we ask foi and that is a kind ot constitution which 
Bi itain should long ago h ive thought of adopting £oi thi', coimtry As I ha\ e 
said aiicady I legiet tint m these days it should be necessary £oi us to repeat 
the demand There is no section of the jicople of India that stands in the way 
of oiu becoming a powerful state fullj capable of detendiug itself For any 
'tection of the people not to w int that such fieedom should come to us practicallj 
amounts to its acquiesmg to a political that dl affaus m><tca i of hem^, conducted 
incur mtuests should be conducted for pomcbodj clses interest That is 
a state of things u Inch must be stopped m i should not be allowed to continue 
With these avords I place the lesolution bofocc vou foi vour acceptinco 

Rat Bahaduc Thakur Haautnaa Siagh 

Uai Bahadm Tliakur Hanuman Siugh (Dumraon) "Mr President biotlici 
delegates, ladies lud gcutlcmen, I hate lieeu called upon by the CLui to second 
the lesolution u hich has been placed before vou I do not wish to lepeat avtut 
has already been sai 1 by Mr Basu But I n ish to 1 1 1 a few arords to his 
f.tAteineiit \shich j on base 3 u^t heard fvom him To liegin with, I base to say 
that the Biitish lule has been most uijuiious to the interests of Indians m 
rcapect ot om imliuiv tiauimg Troui the beginning ofc tic Biitish laj 
Groaeinment ueicr thought to gi\c an oi>ortunitv to Indiaus to enter the aimy 
and to use to the top of the. arm \ At present all the iimv is officered bj 
Luropeius mid our own conntiymen hive to phv a sccoadiiy part Ho\i can 
the maitial spirit of the ptx)plc iroproae luidei such cucumst.mces Thev know 
that the credit will go to tlw Biitish Unitor a fightei know-) that ui the 
field the ciedit Mill be lu-5 oi his coimtis f,, icalmirtial spuit cannot be shown 
Although our maitul spirit has been detenoiatmg oinng to the cucumstances of 
the countiv, I make bold to say that the Gosernmeut should gne us opportu 
mties and we wiU prcuc to be the best fcoldicr^ in the whole world Even 
imder the pieseut circumstances in which om soldiers have to fight, Britishem 
have bowie testimony to the fact that the Indian soldiero aie equal to auj ta-,k 
With which thej maj be tice to fiice 

Then thei-e is another impoitant question The Gov eimnent lias been 
plavsed to divide the Indrtn population into two classe-, one the martial class 
and the othei the nonmiitial cIvsb If evcij cla - had an oppoitiimty to enter 
the anuy then theie would be martial spuit in every class As it is, u\cludmg 
■Muhamimdans and Euiopeaus who have been domiciled beie or descendants 
of their torefatheis among Indians who served m the armv, the martial spmt 
11 
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IS contmcil to a certain iiortion oE the race ami the martial siiint o£ others 
rcimim dormant Unless India gets more oinwrltimlics to sene ill thoami) 
she iMll aliinys ho hcllilcsa to proleet her licartha and homes As Mr Itlliuni 
said if India nerc toget lull eontrol o£ tlic ainit, Doraimoii Status lull come 
by Itself I iiiiite agree tilth him Unles aie got oiiiiorliimlies to oiliccr our 
aiiny ind hell, our men to the hghimg Emnt, tie cuuuot OMieet to l.rotect 
ludta from foreimi aggressions Me should kiioir that other nations haio an 
eye on India I read tivo or three days ago that lliissiaiii Ini e an oi e on India 
That IS uot a lien thing riictelore it is tort iiecesaan that tie should 
antateaiidect refonns m the anna There lute been seicral coniinittees 

aupointcd by the Government, hut all the roimrts iihiili Here siibuilttoel iicre 

mostly against Indians and anything avhuh iias m Eaioiir oE Indians was not 
consideicd north giving 

There is one part of the resolution vvliieh is lo give reprcscntatiou to 
the nooplcs oE the states Unless the peoples o£ the stales ho the elected 
representatives, the Central Government mil alwavs remain a conscrv attv e 
government IhcreEore it is also aery necessary tint the representatives oE 
to states lu to central gotcninicnt, the Iclcral Gov crnincnt you may call it, 
should bo elcctoilreprc.scutatiicsaud not nommatcil Mith these Eevv nords I 
second to resolution 

fcotessor R H Kelhar 


Pnfemr Jt U hetlar (Poona) —Mr President ind hrotorslolcgites, 
nroposinu this re olutioii Mr Basal has so ably csTlamal to implications o£ 
Doinmion Sutus that 1 need not add any iciiiarhs oE inv own on this parliailar 
nomt Dominion hiatus has hccu the god which has been systcmatitally placed 
Lore to country by this ,nrty and to a gatormg oE Libcials tbcicEore there 
Lo necessity to eyi, lam why 1 am snpporlmg tins particidir part o£ the 
L.nlT,t,nTi There tire m\y tuo little additions made to the goal Quo is tint 
to cLal G— . !ho„ld l^aKatoial Govemmcn. CVe hav e aeoep.ol 
that basis m order that to unity o£ India winch arc all desire should ho a 
prfect unity Indian India should not be cnelndcd Erom onr purview Lleven 

Lr. awo I rememhe. the day when m this very hall 1 supported a lesolntion 

r the" oncstionoE Indian state- fhei. I hwl some difi.cidty in pc.-suadmg 
L Eellow Liberal, that tin. was an imi»rtant item But dimng die last £e„ 

wLs to problem has assnmeil such proiiortiona that no holy has any doubts 

^7 , „,ver that the states must come m and to states can only come m at the 
LlTmoLw by way ot EWeratlon The only other possible way 

m abolish to states altogether Thatwould bo revolutionary and I am ,i,„e 
sure tint no Liberal would support sudh a sweepmg change m the present state ot 
onr country, nor 1 hope at any time in Euture 
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minorities 'ind the Indnu States and other 111161681*=, commercial and other, make 
new claims and make the already existing situation more bitter and more 
detrimental to the national intere*=ts of India We want therefore that these 
endless discussions mu«t terminate at the end of the %var That exjila ms the 
first part Since we are going to have a federal basis it is clear that the Indian 
states must come m 

la the second part we suggest that the members of these federal legist 
laturcs must, so far as the Indian <.tates are concerned, be elected by then 
subjects It may be that at the pie««nt moment of the two houses of the federal 
legislature the members of both houses may not be elected by the subjects of 
Indian stites It is at ]ea‘=t nece'sary, hoirevcr, that the lowei house should 
be a holly elected house in which nominations shall have no pUce whatsoever 
The subjects of the Indian 'itates aieat the present moment suffering fiom a 
double doae of antociacy, that of the Indian pnnccs and that of the paramount 
power At lea^t they should be free to a ceitain extent It is not only m 
their uitere't that I am ‘=uppoiting this part of the resolution but in oui own 
interest Wo cannot h.i\ e a divided nation and if federation is to be a real 
union theiQ must be one chamber at least ui which the people of India as people 
of India and not as members of this state or that state oi this pioviuce or that 
province, shall have common repiesentatiou and that is why I am supporting 
the *iecoud part of the resolution 

In the third part we are going a little lurtber We are saying that au 
immediate attempt should be made to nationalise the army Mr Chandavaikar 
has in Ins speech on a former rc«olution made it quite clear how vital is the 
problem of the Induuisation of the army to India Mr Kunzru has kid stress 
upon It m his own inimitable way I therefoie do not want to add any words 
to explain the necessity of this I have only to add an explanation of the word 
‘ immediately It is said by some that when a grwt war is gomg on the ad 
mimstration w ill be distracted by any such discussions if they arc *=tarted forth 
w ith I hav e only to point out die exjierience of the la^t war The "Montagu 
Declaration was made m 1917 when the war was m the middle of its course 
Kussia ha i pi actitally dropped out of the war and the forces of the United 
btates were still to be effective Luglond was fighting in a very difficult 
position on account ot the unrestricted submarine waifare M^heu England was 
in danger England made tluf. dedaratiott and soat the Secretary of State to 
India in Older to have interviews and to frame a sort of report so as to outline 
the future coustitutiou of India If tlm> could be- done m the last war I do not 
see any reason whatsoever why it could not he similarly done while this war la m 
progress In fact the conditums are even more favourable In the last war 
Indian armies were fightmg outside and the distraction lu India on political 
discussions meant distractions to our soldiers outride India At the present 
moment Indians are not fightmg outside A time may come when such a position 
may arise But it is wise to provide horn our exjierieace and I believe that there 
can be no pioctical difficulty whatsoever m immediately devising means to 
nationalize the army, especially the officer ranU of the army and to make it a 
national aimy It is not m ourowu mteiest that I am pressing this, but it is 
m the interests of Biitain War at piesent is a very limited war, but things are 
changmg so fast that the war may come to the holders of tins country m the not 
distant future It is no use waiting till then to start lecruiting our army 
AVe have been so long kept away firom the possession of arms that our 
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prcpaiatiom taic i louQ;ei time tinn wmilai picpaintious in nihanccd countries 
Here biimhr recruituient u ill t-tke i iiiudi lou^ tune to ^le^ clop Tli it is why 
I suggest that in iiiiuicdiatc beginning should be uiailc ilh tiicve c\plana 
tory icuiarks I ha\e got Aci} gicit pleasure in suppoiting the propositions) 
ably uioicd 'uid ‘■ecoudetl 

Frenideiit ith le^iid to this Mi Slnoffi lus sent n auicmhneut In 

pait ( 2 ) lic uauts that the ami} sliould be mttouahzed uithiua fi\cd early 
period, not htci than scicu jears I do not thmh that that micudment uas 
21101 ed m the subjects tojnnwttce 

Mr Burjor J S/iroj; (Boiubaj) I Mould like to spcik on this miciid 
nicut ot iiimc I &u<_gc, t the jacont iihich Mill liivo this chcct 

President Accoidiug to our rules no miciulmcnt tin he moiciliu the 
open '•cssion tml^s it lud been pic\iou«I} iiioicd in the subjects comuiittcc of 
|Mhich all dclegatL-, arc mcuiberp It was not moved ami I am lEraid thcioEoic 
I you uonnot luoic it uoM Lc-iving aside the objections to nationalizing the 

I Mhole null msG\cu jcvis — it is a serj tall order — still 1 Mould have illowcd 
you to mo\ c it it you had hi st ok all nioa c»l it m tlic subjects committee There 
18 the 4 th uamc ot Kaja AUIicsUm u Dis vl Seth put down hut I aui v erv sorry 
; that ho IS not mcII an I he is lu bed 

2 / £ resohtion u as ptit and cm » ted tinantvtouslij 

framing of future CONSTITUIION FOR INDIA 
Paadd (qbai Naraia Qurlu 

Pandit Jqiid Batam Ototu (Allahabad) "Mi Ihcsidcnt, ladie^ and 
gentlemen the resolution m hi«,h has just Kcu pas-.al laid sties on thciomt 
tlut Dommun Stilus shouhl bt the objcctuc ot the tuturc Indian constitution 
But there arc ovci sy uunv points tint Mill have to be cuefully cousideicd 
bj a icspousible bo h ot men mIicu such » eonstitutiou is Ijc tiumeil 

The losolutiou MbiJi i base the houcui to move deals Mith that paiticulir 
matter an I luus thu« 

ihe Liberal 1 edciation IS stiougly ot oj uuon tlut the tutuio (oastim 
tion ot ludn should be tramcl hr Indians thcmscUcs but oousidcis that tbc 

idea ot the propose I constituent isseiublr ts impi sctic iblc an I is likely to 
letaid oui pi ogles 

Ihc I edeiMtiou tbeiefore suggests Out » ooaEeroncc be co^ cacd lu lu iia 
by His Majesty s Gov einment tor ti imm^, the constitution m 1 tint it should 
be tempo^-ed ot 

( 1 ) the leiie&cnUtuc^ ot clcetel mcmbeis otPioviuciil lud Ceutial 
Lcgishtures m Biitisb ludia elected on th« basis ot piopoitiouvl rejncscutatiou, 

( 2 ) the lepicsentativcs of clcctel mcmbeis ot legishtuics ot Indian 
btites, 

( 3 ) the rulcis oE majoi States or their rauiif.teis invite I l)j the Viccioj 
and the representatives o£ other piinccs elected by the Chamber oE Princes 

(4) rcprc^cutitiv es elected bv landholdcis associations, issociatious 
representing trade and comineice and assocutious icpiesontiUj, a<i-cicultmal md 
industrial laboui, 

and (o) a ceitam number o£ tie membeis o£ the CouEeience to be nominated 
by the \iceioy to represent such interests lad views as may otherwise fo 
luiiepresented 
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G-entlemen, during the last 30 jean the Government o£ India Act has 
been repealed three times In 1909 Indian opinion was never consulted e'vcept 
perhaps to this extent that the National Congress sent its deputation to England 
ind the views o£ certain rcpieseatative Indians were placed before the British 
public On the second occasion before the 1919 Act was passed Air Afontagu, 
the then Secretary o£ State for India, came over here and tried to put himself in 
touch nith the Indian view But the Act was passed by the British Parliament 
without any effort being made to associate Induns in the framing of the consti 
tution In 1927 a Royal Commission, better known as the Simon Commission, 
was appointed It did not ccmtaui any Indian member although in previous 
Royal Commissions a few Indians were always included as members of such 
Commissions Indiana were naturally very indignant and different impoitaut 
political parties strongly expressed their dissatisfaction and even boycotted that 
Commission On the third occasion the syetem of the Round Table Confeienco 
was adopted But there again the Indians selected as members of the Conference 
were nominated by the A^ceror Three Conferences were held during three 
successive years The personnel of the Conference was however, changed from 
time to time After the second Conftrcncc some people who probably proved 
themselves somewhat inconvenient to the authorities, were ehmmated and others 
were put m their place But after these Conferences they again adopted the 
old method of having only the representaUvea of the British Parliament on a 
Committee called the Joint Parliamentary Committee There again theie 
were no Ind va»'s aa regular members of that committee although Indian opmion 
was to a certain extent consulted The decisions arrived at were entirely the 
decisions of the Joint Parliamentary Committee whose recommendations were 
incorporated m the new Government of India Act On all these three 
occasions the Parliament atone held itself ics|K)asiblc for the measure of reforms 
that It considered safe and advisable to introduce m the Indian constitution 
AVe find from experience that this method has not been sufficiently helpful 
to India That is why lu this resolution we lay stress on the point that the 
next constitution that will be placed before the British Parliament should reaUj 
be hammered out by tlvc Indians themselves and should fully reflect Indian 
opinion 

The iiuestion that now arises is how beat that could be achieved The 
Congress demands that a Constituent Assembly should be appointed foi Eiammg 
the tutuie constitution and its decisions should be accepted by the British 
Parliament The Congress further demands that the Constituent j;\ssembly 
should consist of repic&enUitives elected on the basts of adult franchise and that 
impoitant communitico should be represented according to then numerical 
strength It is clear that it is baldly a practicable scheme under the present 
circumstances In older to have an electiou on the basis of adult franchise, 
it would b ne Casary to frame a new electoral roll That alone would ta! e 

a long time We have a population of neavly 360 millions and the adult 
population may be said to consist roughly of 200 millions of people Even 
if it IS possible to hive an electoral loll framed without much loas of time, it 
will be an almost impossible task to make the machuiery of election work 
bmoothly Agam think of the iaigc nurabei of representatives that ivill be 
elected on the basis of adult franchise In a country cousistmg of a population 
of 360 millions if elections aie to be organised on the widest franchise concciv 
-able tlie number of elected repieseutatived will have also to be sufficiently laro-e 
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K for every lakh of poiiulation you arc going to ha\ c one rcprcfentative elected 
to the Assembly then no less than 3600 persons « ill have to be elected Lven 
if you have one rcprcsentaliN e fear every million, the number of representatives 
in tint Assembly will be somewhat m the neighbourhood of 400 It is true 
that for a country of such a huge jiopulatiQii with diver'-e mtcrcsta it will 
not do to entrust the important work of framing the future constitution 
of India onlj to half a ilo/cn people Ilut in tlio innic of- coinmonscnsc 
can a large body of 3GOO people be at all considered a work-able body 
to take up such an important work The Congress lias already conceded 
that coramunitica which at present enjoy bcjaritc rcprcbcntation will have the 
privilege of clcctmg separate representatives to the Constituent Assembly also 
Let us see what would be the number of representatives of the various impor 
taut communiticfl ou that Assembly Lvcq j£ 3011 work it out at one 
representative for every million people, it comes to an cuorinously large figure 
it will roughly consist oi about 260 lliiiiius, 00 Muslims and about six 
Christians and a few others If the principle ol reprcscutatiou according to 
the numerical strcngtli of centam large cominuintics be strictly adhered to, will 
it really satisfy diffcieut snuller communities that they arc adequately repre 
sented ? What is Icmaudcd is that the decisions of this Assembly should be 
buidipg on Parhameut and that there should be a iloelsration to the effect 
that the British Parliament will enact the future constitution exactly as laid 
down by the Constituent A^sunbly Xhmgs being as they arc, do wo expect 
that the recommendations of that As«ctDbly will be xmanimous ? The Congress 
leaders have been saying that it is not necessary tluat there should ho complete 
unanimity, Imt every effort is to be made to come to an agreememt with the 
minorities What ik the agreement cannot be anivcd utf How then can 
the decisions ok the Lonstituent Assembly become ojicrativc, and how can the 
British Parhaiuuit giv e effect to the recommendations ok only a majority m 
the Coubtitmmt Assembly ( It is necessary to bear m mind the present condi 
tion ofrtEu^^n Uio country and to take a realistic vacw of the whole situation 
The factoTtlie matter is that the time is not yet iipo for a Ccmstitucnt 
Assembly ok the charncier demanded by the Congress nor can its decisions 
be absolutely binding, under the circumstances 

What 18 then a practical allcniuivc to the sehean, of a Constituent Assem 
bly ? We all keel that it is necessary that Indiana of different shades of opinion, 
should make an honest effort to come to sane workable understandmg, so 
that it may be possible to place before the British Parliament a more’ or 
less agreed ccmstitutiou We mnst tluautore decide to meet together and 

exchange views m some kind of a conference which will not be exactly of the 

character of the Constituent Assembly as that term is ordinarily undei stood 
to signify As Sir Maurice Crwycr has truly said, the long range artillery duel 
that is at present going on between the Congress and Aluslim League liders 
will not do It will m fact make the BituaUou worse We have to put our 
heads together and do the best that we can m order to arrive at some aerreed 
solution ok the problem There ib clearly an advantage in comeumg a conf^ence 
but we do not want that om conference should be of the type of tlic Round 
Table Conference What we suggest m our resolution is that the conference 
should not consist of people who may be merdy nominated by the Government 
and changed from time to tune, but, as far as praaible, we should have men 
who would truly reflect Indian public opuuon Instead of re&ortinc^ to a 
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system o£ adult franchise -which, as I have said, is absolutely unworkable, there 
18 a constituency already available m die shape of our Provincial Legislative 
Assemblies and Councils and the Central Assembly and the Council of State 
These bodies consist of a large n-omber of representatives of the people elected 
on the basis of a much wider franduse than what it was till 1935 Here is a 
ready made constituency which can at mce be utilized for the purpose of conven 
mg a conference m India You can easily ask the elected members of the provin 
cial Councils to elect their representatives foi this conference on the prmciple 
of proportional representation widi single transfeiable vote The advantage 
of the system of proportional representation witli smgle transferable v ote is 
that the mmonties are assured of "vme representation at such elections The 
one serious difficulty in elections ccoducted on. the ordinary principle of majonty 
vote IS that the minority has no chance Therefore the resolution suggests 
that the election should be on tlie basis of proportional representation Pro- 
portional representation does not mean lepresentetion on the basis of numerical 
strength It only means that the nmiority views and mterests should have a 
chance of being fairly well represented 

Wc cannot m this connection lo'e sight of the Indian Stotes whose mter 
ests have also to be considered m our future Indian constitution The 
Congress also accepts this pcsilicai but it only wants the representatives of the 
people of Indian states When it recommends adult franchise, it is taken for 
granted that the privilege of adult franchise is also to be extended to the people 
of the Indian States The fact of the matter is that in many states their subjects 
do not yet enjoy even the rudiments of repiesentotive government and yet 
the Congress demands that they sliould also be allowed to elect their representa 
tives to the Constituent Assembly on the basis of adult franchise straight away 
Tiie resolution before you suggests a more practicable scheme It recommends 
the method of election only in such states where there are Legislative Assemblies 
already established At the time when the Indian States Committee met ui 
England, there were 30 states whicli liad Legistalive Councils I behevc by 
now there are more than 30, and at any rate, unportaut states which have 
developed their methods ok goveinment moie or less on modern Imes, have 
now got Legislative Councils Theretore we can easily have representatives 
of the people of those states which have b^n able to develop more or less 
a modem system of government But that alone will not be sufficiuit as m 
tile future constitution of Indiv the interests of the governments of various 
states will have to be considered In order that the larger prohleras of the states 
in matters of trade, fmance and defence Ac , may also be carefully considered 
It is necessary that full opportunities should be given in the discussion of 
such important questions to those who aie at present carrymg on the ivork 
of actual admimstratiou in these states That is why it is suggested that it vvouliL 
be desirable to have also some pnneos or tbcir ministers onisuch a body riiere 
13 the Chamber of Prmces which is now a well e«tabli'hed body You have 
there qmte a large numbec of Indian princes and they can send tlieir repre- 
sentatives But there are some major states whose rulers have not jomed tlie 
Chamber of Prmces They can be mvited by the Viceroy Either the rulers 
if tliey chose to come, could sit or they may send their mimsters Besides the 
Indian States tiiere are also other important interests which mil hav c to be 
consulted when the future constitntion of India is to be considered You 
cannot conceive of being able to frame a complete or satisfactory constitution 
without carefully gomg into the question of trade, commerce and industry 
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It la therefore absoluteJj’ jietcs&jrj that i>c dioulil have oji that bixly rejvresent 
ativcs of such interests Wc have various Chambers of Coinincice m tins 
countij, md also other luiportaut bodies and trade a'-sociations Then, again, 
you luv c in muiy provinces an mfluuitnl bo ly of hudlords and they should 
also have some voice m this Assembly It is true that some landlords aie sure 
to come from the v arioua legisLiturcs, particularly the Lcgislatu e Councils, hut 
it is desirable that some important landlords associations may also be allowed 
to scud a few representatives \Vc sboiJd not also lo^c sight of the fict that 
there is a verj large body of agiitultural and imiustrul labour m Indu, and the 
problems touching their monl and material irelfure vull have to be oue oC the 
chief concerns of the future 1 cdcral State of India The resolution therefore 
urges the need of issociatmg in tlus common work the representatives elected 
by some well rccognucd organizations of agricultural md industrial labour 
With all this we still feci that there will be some, interests and some views which 
will go unrepresented and that is why it is suggested m the last cLaibc of this 
resolution that the Viceroy sliould nommatc a certiui proportion which may be 
fixed beforehind, of racrabers who w lU represent other important mteicsts and 
views which are not likely to get any chance of hemg represented through the 
process of election Thcrdorc gentlemen «c feel that if a oonfcrenc’c is 
convened in some such manlier by the Viceroy, It will give au opportunity to 
people of different shades of opinion to meet lu an atmosphere, not of suspicion 
but m an atmosphere where every oue would be free to contribute his best to 
the deliberations of such an important conference But if you start on the basis 
of adult fianchise, where the representatives of dilfercnt religious persuasions 
are to be separately elected and returned in proportion to thoir uumencal 
struigCh you at oucc ciuitc suspicion and heart buining Such au atmosphere 
will bo mo t lujiu lous to our true national mteicsts It must have by now 
“become clear to jou that the Constituent Assembly as dciuauded by the Congress 
will not oiilv be unworkable but it may even retard our progress A conference 
like the one suggested in this lesolution wiU be a tax more workable proposition 
and 18 more likely to be acceptable to the different shades of public opinion in 
this coimtry Such a body can easily resolve itself into vaiious subcommittees 
which can at once come to busmesa and see what they tau do m the shape of 
hammering out an agreed constitution Of course there aie many details that 
will have to be gone into and cousidered carefully but this is merely a sort of 
framework of a conference which may tackle the question of oui future 
constitution Gentlemen I trust that you will expicss your approval of the 
scheme suggested in this resolution 

Mr M D Altekar 

lir 1/ D AUeLar (Bombay) Mr Piesidcnt lidies and gentlemen, I 
hav e to second the resolution which Pandit Iqbal Naraiu Gurtu has already 
treated m its details I shall add one oi two general observations IVe have 
suggested in this icsolution a moie practicable way of how to frame a coustitu 
tion for our country Looking to the vonoua sub clauses of the resolution, you 
will find that we have given greater importauce to practical considerations than 
merely to philosophical or theoretical ccmsiderations We must have an Assembly 
which could be constituted somewhat more easily than the constituent assembly 
that is proposed by some of our friends The general considerations m suppcfft 
of Indians taking part m constitution making should be quite clear Parliament 
claims the right to frame a cansbtatum for this country and the argument is 
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often brought forward that England has specul rcoponsibilities m this country 
and that she cannot leave the matter entirely to others This resolution does 
not demand that the mattei should be entirely left to Indians The Viceroy 
will call certain people, but those people will be there according to a certain 
system of election instead of mere nomiaation We do not want a packed 
Assembly where the theories of certain people will be carried out We have 
seen even in the history of the last Pound Table Conferences that certain people 
•who were found to be inconvenient in the first Round Table Conference were 
quietly omitted for the fui’ther conferences and other people were substituted 
for them There are certain theories prevalent in England with regard to the 
Government of India and the future constitution of this country We do not 
see eye to eye with a good many of those theories and we ivant this country to 
be governed in a particular manner so that our country ihay be developed on 
'proper lines AVe are told for instance, by seieral Enghshmen now and again 
and particularly at the present moment that democracy is not smted to the soil 
of this country Let us tell them frankly and once for all that we are determmed 
democracy la gomg to be die system of government m this country We 
intend to develop that and we want to oveicome all the difficulties m the way 
If the matter is entirely left to the Englishmen and to the Britishers we know 
the result 

Those ot U3 w hu Lave studied cuustitutiou uukmg during the last 50 years 
01 so have found that with every new so called advance step m the direction 
of responsible govenunent newer and newer difficulties have artsen and some 
times one feels them, one nu^ not give expression to it m public gatherings 
that our position has worsened rather than bettered This is the result of our 
British friends taking this mattet exclusively into their bands and therefore it 
IS high time that Indians must look into it and have a big share m framing the 
constitution for this country \\ e will get the help of our friends, but our 
voice should be heard and sho'uld be as far as possible earned out England has 
tailed m fict so far to give a pi oper constitution to India Even the reforms 
tLit baM. come lu so fiir contain the germs of certain wonderful things which 
take away all the good results that that constitution is normally expected to give 
m ily fiieud, Mr Chandavarkar, used the word cancer There are certam 
cancerous growths that com“ up with each lustalmcnt of the constitution and 
•^vc ivant to avoid that and therefore we must have an Ass mbly where Indian 
people will properly and largely be represented and which will not be a 
conference of merely nominated people 

becondly, some one may ask, why do you want these British people m 
this mauuci, way should not we sit toother and hammer out a constitution 
and ask the British people to give tuat to U3 5* That is a very fine suggestion 
mdecd The only practical difficulty is that the Bndah people are there and 
we have not devised a way of gettmg nd of them It is quite well known that 
we caimoc drive them out by force If we could have, I suppose there would 
have been no confcience either of the Congress oi of the Liberal Federation 
Because we must face tacts, we must lake into consideration that the British 
people are there and that they will have a voice lu frammg the constitu 
tion. All that we want today is to add our own voice to it and that 
voice should bo tlie right voice of dns country Attempts are being made 
sincerely on diffeieut sides, though we may differ about them If the Indian 
opinion la properlv tv-prcseiited at any conterence hat may be held for thu 
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pmpose, thmk tot tos way « tagdy better than other waye tot are 

suggested I therefore very strongly recommend this resolution £o y 
approval 

Presidenl Before I ask Pandit Raj Katii Kanzru to support 

tion I have to announce tot I have received notice of amendments 

Mr Prem Mohan Verma, which is pmcticaUy a verbal amendment Instead ot 
the word “ framing ’ he wants “ recommending such modifications in the present 

constitution as may receive the largest measure of igreement’ It is merely a 
verbal amendment 


Mr Prem Mohan Veima It is absolutely necessary 

Pmideiil Did you move It in the subjects committee? It not, I am 
afraid yon cannot move it now hurther it docs not change the substance 

Mr Prem Mohan Verma It makta a world of dilletence 
Premdent The nert is by Mr Shrolt I nstead of “ conference ’ he 
“ coostitnent assembly It islipnsniirtrst part. That part of your 
amendment (SteSSillr ShroS) is oat of order The second part is tot 
he wants to suggest the addition ot the word ‘communities’ before “mterestn 

and views m part (5) I think “ interests and views does involve communi 
ties If you desire to move it I shall allow it as it tvas moved m the subjects 
committee 

The President found that the amendment was not seconded by anybody 
and said It faUs to the ground 

Faodit Raj Nalb Kuozru 


Supporung the resolution m UrdUj Pandit Rai Nath Kunzru (Agra) said 
that everyone was agreed that the future constitution tor India should be £r-med 
by Indians themselves No doubt while framing such a constitution questions 
would have to be decided by a majority ot votes 1 or this it was necessary tiiat 
the various interests should be represented as far as possible But _tbe idea ot 
the constitution by means o ta Coustituent Assembly was neither praett 
cable nor pruden t The decision of the majority of tee constituent assem bly 
not be well thought out and reasonable The history of constituent assun 
blies in countries where they had been tried was not very bright and cheerful 
The last time when a coustituent assembly bad been convoked was m Russia in 
1917 There too the assembly could not adneve any success Beyond deciding 
teat there should be a democratic Federative Republic m Russia it could do no 
more It was not able to serve any useful purpose After meeting for one 
session it was not allowed to meet again by those m power They should hike 
a lesson from tec past The practical and best way for framing the constitution 
was that tee lepresentatives of vanoua parties and interests should meet and 
draft tee constitution as was pointed out in the resolution After the constitution 
was prepared sanction might be obtained ot the electorate by taking their 
approval of the same A constituent assembly for framing the future constitu 
tion of tee country was not a practicable proposition and would lead to chaos 
and confusion m tee country and result even in a civil war between the 
communities 
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purpose, Tpe think that this way is largely better than certain other ways that are 
suggested I therefore very strongly recomniend this resolution for your 
approval 

President Before I ask Pandit Ea] Nath Kanzru to support the resolu 
tion I have to announce that I have received notice of amendments One is by 
Mr Prem ^fohan Verma, which is pwctically a verbal amendment Instead of 
the word “ framing ” he wants “ recommending such modifications in the present 
constitution as may receive the largest measure of agreement ’ It is merely a 
verbal amendment 

Mr Prem Mohan Vetma It is absolutely necessary 

President Did you move it m the subjecte committee ? If not, I am 
afraid you cannot move it non further it does not change the substance 

Mr Prem Mohan Verma It malrea a world of difference 

President The next is by Mr Shroff I nstead of “ conference ” be 
wants “ constit uent assembly, " It is agamst'lfi? first part That part of your 
amendment (addressing Mr Shroff) is out of order The second part is that 
he wants to suggest the addition of the word “ communities ” before “ interests 
and views ” in part (5) I think “ interests and views ” does involve communi 
ties If you desire to move it I shall allow it as it was moved in the subjects 
committee 

The President found that the amendoicnt was not seconded by anybody 
I and said It falls to the ground 

Faadit Raj Nalb Kuazru 

Supporting the resolution m Urdu. Pandit Baj Nath Kunzru (Agra) said 
tliat everyone was agreed that the future constitution for India should be framed 
by Indians themselves No doubt while frammg such a constitution questions 
would have to be decided by a majority of votes tor this it was necessary that 
the vaiious interests should be represented as far as possible But the idea of 
fr pmmg the constitution by means of a Constituent Assembly was neither practi 
cable nor ^ pruden t The decision of the majority of the constituent assem bly 
need not be well thought out and reasonable The history of constituent assem 
bhes in countries where they had been tried was not very bright and cheerful 
The last tune when a constituent assembly had been convoked was m Russia m 
1917 There too the assembly could not achieve any success Beyond deciding 
that there should be a democratic Federative Repidihc m Russia it could do no 
more It was not able to serve any useful purpose After meeting for one 
session it was not allowed to meet again by those m power They should take 
a lesson from the past The practical and best way for framing the constitution 
was that the representatives of various parties and interests should meet and 
draft the constitution as was pointed out m the resolution After the constitution 
was prepared sanction might be obtained of the electorate by taking their 
approval of the same A constituent assembly for framing the future constitu 
tion of the country was not a practicabJe proposition and would lead to chaos 
and confusion m the country and result even m a civil war between the 
communities 
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IS tint ill officeis lu the umj, fiom top to bottom, should be Indian Ibitia 
^vllat I \mderstan.d bv IndimiTitiotv To mike the mntterr more pointed, 
Indimization mcim the displacement oE Ltiropean by Indian officci« It does 
not incrcl} mean the ti ainm^ oi employment oE Indians as officers, it does not 
raerelv mean an mcicase in the nnmbei o£ Indian officers It implies necessarily 
the employment of Indian officeis m place o£ British officers This, howevei, has 
not been done by the British Government The men who come out of the Indian 
Mihtavy Academy arc made platoon commanders The platoons aie at present 
commanded by the Viceioy’s CoinmissitHicd Officers who arc Indians The 
Indian Commissioned Officeis?, |he Indians coming out of the Indian Jlihtary 
Academy -tt ho aic knonii as Indian Commissioned Officeis or I C O’s briefly, 
are being appointed in place of these jeoplc Consequently whatevei the 
nuinbei oE Indian officers m the army, at picsent they aie not replacin<T 
British officers The Biitisli officers remain where they arc Some o£ the 
officers who Imc come out o£ the Indi m Mihtaiv Academy at Dehiadmi have 
certainly taken the place of British officers but the system woiks in the raannei 
I luve described It is tnie that these Indian officers will not for cv ci remain 
platoon commanders They will use highei In the course of four or five years 
they may be piomoted to talc the place ot British officers but ev cn so, the jiace 
o£ Indunizition w ill Laxo been dchyevl for £onv oi fiv c years In the initial 
stages anjnay, wailc the mirobcr ot Indun officers will be increasing Imliamz 
ation will not bo increasing corrospondmgly I call this a trick, a fraud The 
British Government tried to make out that it was satisfymg Indian aspii itions 
But m lealit} it was tiling no steps to make the army truly national Foi 
the British officeis icmain as they wcic A pioof of wlnt I liavo said is. this 
In 1928 it was aonghly talcwUxcd that the Indian offi cidvc tbnt tbe s\ip«not 
officer cadio of the Indim irniy lequirc I about 120 men annual} to be kept 
at Its proper strength If as the Biitish Goveinment claimed CO people aic 
being ti iinoii at feandiiurst tor the purpose tliat we had m v low, the recruitment 
trom Lnglind should be rcduccfl to one half o£ what it w is before, < «,G0 
Biiti«hers and GO Indian officers should be lecrmtedannuallv But as i mattei 
of fict 120 British officers, roughly speaking, continue to he lecnutc I RtiU foi 
the Indian ai-my kou will thus sec tint no ludnnizatiou is going on at the. 
present time and th.it if this method is contmuod, ludianizition will be delayed 
considerably Bhat vve have tberetore to do is to make it plain to the British 
Government tliat the method that they arc fcollowmg now is legardecl b} us as 
i piece ot trickery and tuat if tiiey want to satisfy India ot the gemimencss 
o£ their desire to help it toi w ard on the path ot self rule, they must alter the 
present policj and employ Indian officers coming out of the Miiilaiy Academy 
not m place ot the Viceroy s Commissioaed Officens but m place of the British 
lamn-s Commissioned Officers Apait iiom this the pace of Indunizjtion most 
be quickened Weaic frequently told that the requisite number of Indian 
youths possessing the piopei qualifications are not forthcoming I am not 
satisfied of the genumcncss of this complamt I do not say that the numbei of 
candidates appealing foi the cvainmations that aie held m the Indian Mditaiy 
Academy is laigc Nevcitbeless it is more than enough for the va&ancies that 
are offered I have no doubt that if the British Government carry on a little 
propaganda and make proper use of the University Trammg Coips and 
the Universities, there will be no deal th of candidates of high qualifications, of 
suitable education and character 
17 
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fcinjjMporc aiiil 1 gvpt aitbotigb no such rc^ixmsibility lus been laid on tie 
fcboulder? of 'ln^ of tbc dominions -Mtallj interested m tbc defence of tl cse 
places, (6) to treat one tenth of the army m India virtually as nn Imperial 
lie'Cn e for utilization outside India m defence of British j)os«essions between 
1 gy^,t and Singapore, and (c) to mabe India liable for tbe pa 3 ment of the 
mamtcnauce charges of tins l*e®crvc e\ on wlen it is employed m defence 
t!ic«e pos-'tssion*- 

1 In ppite of the be.v\ i burden of mihtar} expenditure borne bv tbe 
couiitrv Pintc tbc inception of the British rule, the Go\ emment have utterly 
filled m tbcir duty to equip tbc country adequately for defensue purposes Tbe 
1 edcntion reiterates its demand for (a) the rapid nationalization of tbe defence 
forces of Indn iii\ oh iiig tbe repKccmcnt of British troops and the Roj nl Air 
lorcc hi In ban Land and Air Forces nud the substitution of Indian for 
I uropc-m ofiiccrs m the Aniiy, Nary atid Air Forces of tbe country, {h) the 
redistribution of tbc existing defence ex|)cnditure so aa to provide more money 
for tbe njud deiclopincnt of tbe Indian Air borce, tbe organization of defence 
against nr nuls nbitb iiis been rcndercil c«sentnl by tbc changed international 
situation tbe 1 cderation regretting tint uo stcj>s liaic been taken in this 
direction and that tlic mccsurcs taken to tram Indian pilots arc extremely in 
adc plate spccislU us compared nith those taken m some of the dominions, 
(c) the remoa al of provincial and class restrictions regarding recruitment to the 
army, (d) a wide cxpinaton, wherever joossiblc on a compulsory basis, of tlio 
University Traming Corps and tbc selection of coilcts from tic corps for admis 
bion to tilt Indian ^lilitir) Academy, (g) Uic introduction of military drill and 
tilt cstiblisUmuit of tadtt corps m pcIkkiIs m accordance with the rcconimcnda 
tJoiH ot tlio but I Committee, a mutb wider extension of tbc Indian tern 
ton il font an 1 ( /) ibt ukmg of all ncccssarr sttps to make the people of this 
loiuiitry more stlf reliant III tilt matter of ilcfcncc and to make India BcUsuin 
« itnt so far AS po^'iiblt m regard to tlie proluctioii of war materials 

I Will prefact my remarks t»> s-ajiiig that to nt) mind this resolution is tie 
louiidation and sifiisunce of onr ■»v|nTa\ion’* Vf \\,c rnma is ours, tit countrj is 
ourt But if tilt anii> is not controUesI b\ ii?, arc cm ntitbtr acbitvc Dominion 
btatus nor inaiiitnm il As wt art conctntrituig our attention on winnuig full 
pelf govermuent, It is iib'ttluttl) nctt~-‘=ara tint a\c should rtalizt tbe aital impor 
tamt of delciicc in tlit peiicmc of K.Jf goatmment ti hen we consider tic quc'^tion 
of self lefcnce, man) problems ariNt I anil deal ontb them one by ont I will 
fir-t lake tilt question of tlic Indianizatiun of tLc nnny By Indioiiization I mean 
tilt eoinman 1 of In Inn troops b\ Indians TIub is obaioa'-ly one of tbc 

im>t uiqMjrtaut steps tint a\e luat to tikt m order to have an army that 
would lit uiiikr our e-ontro! I nk-^s the ofiiexrs ure ours, w p cannot possibly 
( all tbe anu\ lu ban I or a long Imic, as son taioar, Indians were not nlloweil 
to iKiaiiie Kings i-uniiin siune-tl oflicen* It was on)} iii 1917 or 1U18 that 
I ros I ion w as mtle for tlieir tfauiiiij, as first tLsv oOieers Duriii" the ix^t 21 
\cars, lK>wt\er, while In han“ Imt been aibintal mlo the higher grade of 
ofli a rs m ti e oriin , ila prtgrtsss has Ixxii vtr\ plow and ■nnsati'faclory Ow mg 
to tin discussions tint took pl-cc at the Dcfciict biiV tonimitte>e of the Koimd 
Tab’cLsmferena, a ea imnitict iiictin 19J1 at whieh it aras announced that Ills 
Maj-ta PGoaerument kaiidctilcl Uut GO jierfioas wou'd lie trauiod annually 
at an In ban mibtarv acclemn to be olabli-bwl at Debra-lim for employment 
as nqsiriar oflirer* But now what is tlic (luriiosc of liaamg Indian ofliars ’ It 
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I*" tint *111 officeift in the aimy, £iom top to bottom, should be Iiidiau TUitis 
^vlnt I understand by Indionizstion To mike the mattei moie pointed, 
Indimizition. means the dispHcemont of Enropem. by Indian officeis It does 
not merely mean the training or employment of Indians as officers, it does not 
merely mean an increase in tbe nnmbei of Indian officers It implies necessarily 
tbe employment of Indian officcis in place of British officeis This, bowevei, has 
not been done by the British Goi eminent The men who come out of the Indian 
Militaiy Academy arc made platoon commindeis The platoons aie at present 
commanded by the ^hceioy s Commissioned Officers who are Indians The 
Indian Commissioned Officers, the Indians coming out of the Indian Alihtary 
Academy who arc known as Indian Commissioned Officers or I C 0 's briefly, 
arc being appointed in place of these people Consequently whaterei tbe 
numbei of Indiiii officers in the army, at piesent they iic not replacmt' 
British officers The British officers letnaui wheie they aie Some of tbe 
officers who baa e come out of the Indian Militiiv’ Academy at Delnadim have 
certainly taken the place of British officers but the system woiks in the manner 
I have dcstxibcd It i>i true that these Indian officers will not £oi evei icmain 
platoon commanders They will ijsc higher In the cour«c of four or five years 
they may be promoted to take the i>lacc ot British officers but e\ en so, the pace 
of Indumration avill hue been delayed toi four oi hie ycais In the initial 
stages anyway, wiulc the number of Indian officers will be increasing, ludiamz 
ation will not bo increasing con espoudingly I call this a trick, a fraud The 
British Government tried to make out that it was sitistymg Indian aspirations 
But m reality it iras taking no steps to make tbe ai my truly national For 
the British officers remain as they were A proof of what I have said is this 
In 1928 It ivas roughly calcubted that the Indian oHlcei c-iclre, that tho superioi 
officer cadi e of the Indnn army, lequirc I about 120 men annualy to bo kept 
at its proper strength If is the Butisb Govcinmcnt chimed, CO people aic 
bemg turned at bandmirst for the purixisc that wc bid m Mew, the recruitment 
from Englind should be reduced to one half of wbat it was before, < e,C0 
Butisbers and CO Indian officeis should be rccnutcdaunuallv But is a mattei 
of tict 120 Biitish officers roughly speaking, continue to be lecnntcd still foi 
the Indian army ^ou will thus see that no Indianization is going on at the 
present time and that if this method is eemtmued, Indiamrition u ill be delayed 
considerably ^^ilat wc have therefore to do is to make it phm to the Biitish 
Gosemraeut that ttie method that they arc following now IS regarded by us as 
a piece ok trickery and that i£ they ivant to satisfy India ok the genumeness 
of their desire to help it toi ward on the path ot self rule, they must altei the 
jiresent policy and employ Indian officers coming out of the "Militaiy Academy 
not m place ok the ^''lce^oy s Commissioned Officers bat in place of the British 
Kmo-’s Commissioned Officers Apait frexn this the pace of Indunization must 
be quickened We are frequently told that the requisite number of Indian 
youths possessing tbe propei qualifications are not forthcoming I am not 
satisfied of the genumeness of this complamt I do not say that the numbei of 
candidates appeal mg foi the evammations that are held m the Indian Military 
Academy is large Nevertheless it is more than enough for the vacancies that 
are offered I ha\ e no doubt that if the British Government cairy on a little 
propaganda and make proper use of the University Trammg Corps and 
the XJnuersitics, there will be no deal tb of candidates of high qualifications, of 
smt-ihlc education and character 
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are men bclongmg to Jladiis oi to certain commimities fiom winch iccimfc? 
are not trken as a lulc £01 the army Bat so fai as I ba\c been able to 
asceitain, the«e soldiers are m no way in£eiioi to the solcliei's drawn from 
the Punjab 01 the United Piovmces The entire question is a question ot 
training and feeding Take a man &om any aica you like, feed him piopcih, 
give nim tlie exercise that would mike him physically efficient and tiam him 
as a soldiei ought to he trainetl, and 10 to one he will prove equal to a soldiei 
drawTi horn any eb's in the anny Aput fiom this it is necessaiy, if the 
defence of om country is to be placet! on a broad bisis, that wc should have 
a citizen aim^ and not an aimy the enlistment foi which is limited to certain 
clast-es onl^j At present accoidmg to the Simon Comiiii«sioii, leaving out the 
arorkers, about G2 per cent ot the Indian array is lecruited m one pioimce 
only, mamely, the Punjab Surely 30U cannot allow the defence of 1 bir 
continent like India to depend upon only one province It is toie=tthe 
defence system on its apex mstead of its ba«o Aon thus «ee that botli on 
general considerations and on considerations of expedience , it is necessary 
tint tue present method of recruiting soldiers should Lc alteicd, that thej 
suould be drawn from all commumtics and proamccs and that our mny should 
be so recruited as to cieate and deaclop the desire £01 militan trumng m 
the population at large 

There is only one other pomt noav that I shall deal with m this connection 
That relates to the air force and the navy What I )me ‘■aid with legard 
to tue of&cer grades m the army applies also to con espondmg grades m the 
air force and the navy So far as the navy is concerned, it must be adimtted 
that tbo supply of suitable candidates is very limited, tluit is because the navy 
IS not well known es eu m univeisities and the Oroveiument Imo earned out 
no propaganda in orclei to make joung men awaie of the opportuiiit} tint the 
navy renders them of serving then countij (joicrnment weic to 

play their part fully in tlus connection and wcic to show tlem«!el\cs lu ejne^t 

in tue matter of obtaining officcis foi all grades of our defence foice‘' I haae no 
doubt whatevei that there avill be no lack of nutabic \oung men cithei foi the 
army or the air force or the navy 

Anotliei question that the resolution before \ou <b iw \ lommuit itccutiou 
to in this connection is the need for developing the an foice \ou all know 
the impoinmce of the an toicc at tlie piesent time In the mtemational condi 
tions that exist at the present lime, It lb not beyond the langc of po'^bibihties 
that India s security may be tuieatencd A{rgie««ion fiom the northwet 
seems more probable than from any other quartei Coii'=idcrmg the cbfhcultxes 
ot an. attack by land, it is reascffliaWeto suppo'e tint it is the au force rathei 
than land forces that will he used to disturb om security and to tin eaten om 
country It is ab‘=olutely nece“=ary therefore at the precent time that we 
si ould devote speci il attention to the dei elopment of an Indian air force Bat 
what is the situation at the present time f An Imhan air squadron is ixing 
formed and we liave been told that it anil be completed bv 1940 There aie 
eight more squadrons but they all belong to the llovu! -iir 1 oice Om air force 
is tiierefore all piactioilly British The au foxce was iTcatcd onlv about 20 
years ago Indians are takmg a keen interest maiiation is is showni bv the 
development of civil an force m various centre'' ^\’hv cannot steps be t''keu 
to tram Indians, so that the reqmsitc nnmbei of Indian air sqiudrons might 
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e have been told now that our fronbers aie m Lgypt and Singapore But 
this 18 what has been said to us by His Excdlencv the Coiumandei m Chief So 
fai as the the report of the Chatfield Canmittcc is concerned, it leaa es the mattei 
entirely a ague It does not fis even these limits to our frontier^ Another point 
IS this The Report says that if forces •ere used outside India foi the purpose of 
defending India s external security, their expenses shall be paid by India There 
IS no mention of any particulai luuite there For the time being His Slajestv’s 
Goa eminent have decided that Egypt and Singapore are withm the sphere of our 
military limits They may any day say that it is nece^oary foi our defence that 
our troops should be employed beyond thc«e limits at Cyprus or "Malta oi Hong 
hong and that declaration will be qmte enough to enable them not merely to take 
our troops outside our country hut alao to make India pay for their maintenance 
and all this has been done without om consent Australia and New Zealand are 
vitally concerned in the defence of Singapore but has the British Goi emment 
dared to lay a specific charge on them m connection u ith this maintenance or in 
connection with the supply of troops for its defence ^ These dominions may 
of their own free will, supply the Bi itish Government with soldiers and money 
foi the defence of Singapore but that is a wholly different thing If that pro 
cedure had been followed in om countiy, well it would have been our decision 
In -the present circumstances while our rights ha%e net been enlarged, 
our responsibilities have been It is nece««arv, therefore, considermg the 
aery dangerous principle that imderlies the recommendations ot the Chatfield 
Committee, that are sLcfuld enter a strong protest against the policy adopted by 
His Majesty s Goaernment Be hare been asking for self governmeut But the 
policy recently declared by his Majesty a Orovernment would make us further 
subject to British control It would for all pi actical purposes enable Britain to 
regirdapart ot our army as an imperial a'^'ct The day of the Indian control 
over the army would be considerably delayecl so long as the pieseut policy 
continues Ladies and gentlemen, m a lew of the issues m% olved m the quc^ion 
which I have ventured to discuss just now, I think it is necessary that we should 
concentr te our attention on it Self defence, as I ba\ e often said, is the life 
blood of self go^ emment BTietLer you obtain any declaration about your 
status from the British Government or not, the country will be yours provided 
youbiinrf tbe army under your control I attach f*u: more importance to this 
flitn to any other question connected with tke development of the Indian 
continent 1 a*k you, therefore, with all tbe emphasis that I can command, to 
concentrate your attention on this question, to enable tbe country to realize 
its V ital connection with the problun ot self government and to tell the British 
Government that if it wants cur wholehearted supiort, whatever it mayor 
may not do, it must take steps in order to make the Indian army truly national 
at an early date 'o tliat we may get the substance of self government 

Air J R Gbarpurey 

Mr J R Gharpwey (^Bombay) Ab Dr Kunrru said m tbe openmg 
address m support of tbe resolution, I nm absolutely m accord with him that 
this 13 the subject of all subjects This is the most central subject on which we 
should concentrate all oui energies and powere of advocacy m •nipport of it 
Tne late Mr Gokhale started a campaign with reference to this subject as earlj 
as 1893 and Uls classical deliverance at the Imperial Council with wlucli 
we are all familiar show^ that he realized even at that day the importance 
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of Tvlnt be callwl urn)trial iiolicj ^Vbetber we* call it defence or ■whether wc 
cill It the Cbatficid Kejiort, tlio«c who baa e the might in their lianch can alone 
prefcrvc their rights and acquire more as lias been most Ptrongl} dcmonstratcil 
nouTidajB the Xa/i and other activities I Bhall onlj^efcr to one part of 
the rc'o'ution Br Kimiru has fo elaborately dealt with it that it Tronld be 
mere wa=te of time and as our President has named me that I phould not take 
more than fnc inmntcp, I pliall not repeat nhat he has said. He has already 
said aihat I had m mind to some extent to submit to you. I eball deal only with 
one part and that is what is mafic mmdi of m the Cbatficld Peporfc and the 
so-callcfl donations They pay, aaebaae given something like a magnificent 
gift to India hut that gift is not ncknowlcdgcd You should bear in mmd that 
gift IS in kind and it consipts of the unwanted superfluities, which arc no longer 
wanted in the West and winch have been dumpai on India as absolute superflui* 
tics That is not a gift at all You arc all aware that a real gift is eoaictliing 
different I don’t call it a gift at all The goods have to be kept somewhere 
and they baa c been dumped on India 

Next there is a loan panctioncd in favour of mechanization I ast year, 
sir, 5 ou had the honour to father Ibis rcso’ntiou In that ave had simply men 
tioned our Fcn«c of acute <(i««ati«faction at tlic exclusion of Indians from the 
Cbatficld Committee If cacn one Indian had been allowed to be on the 
committee vre should bar c had <omc know ’edge from witl in and wc should bar c 
Ucii ab'e to get at the real gcnc«is of U is gilt ami the claim made for it 

Dr Kimzni I as stressed on the extension of the borders of India In 
these da^sono t in imagine the extension of the borders of India to the borders 
of J ngland became the air raids mij rcatli Lngland and India al«o Iltit our 
claim IS tiat all that which is |>cnniUc<l to l« done phould be with our con«ciit 
Unless tjcrc IS a nation d mihiia and the airforce, navy and nnn^ arc fully 
<lc\ dopctl ami iiationalizcil, it would not «to to ask Indians to ]om in this 
manner and wc plead that tills IS t) c time for doing po If not now, when? 
I ilo not t link that I pliould take any further time of yours 1 shall noav leave 
tl c rcpohuion m a our lund« 
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A thorough change jti the pohcy is nece<»sary ^ e nre paying too much o£ 
attention to Indianization o£ the army Undoubtedly it is very important, but 
in the hst 20 years the technique of modern warfare has considerably altered 
the situation Today the Indian coast is entirely defenceless You talk of the 
Eoyal Indian Navy Do you know that the Boyal Indian Navy has got no 
battleships, no cruiser®, no destroyers, no aircraft earners, no gimlxnts, no 
miuehyers and no mine sweepers ? It consists of five sloop® of one Depot ship of 
a total tonnage which IS less than the tonnage of Ad/iurnZ Scleer which is now 
reported to be plying in the Indian Ocean The Royal Air Force is divided 
into three categories (1) The Home Squadron meant for Britain s defence , 
(2) the hleet Air Arm intended for cooi>eration with the Navy, and (3) the 
Overseas Squadrons of which eight aie posted in India In the la«t war it was 
estimated tual m order to mtercept one bombing plane you required nmc fightmg 
aircralt If in all India has 96 aircraft I fad to sec low you will ever defend 
toe snores of India if they aie tlireatened by a German raider or if Italy 
should ]om Germany or if India n threatened from the Italian an base in 
Ab} Bsinia or Somaliland Today Italy has got 800 aircraft in Abj«sima As 
against It you have got 96, more than half of which are concentrated m Ivorth 
West Frontier This is the state of our Indian an force 

Take tie Royal Indian Navy As one critic put it, call it Royal, call it 
Indian, but tor Heaaens sake don t call it a navy (Laughter) I think that 
the one thing on av Inch we should concentrate oxu* attention is tuat the military 
expenditure running into 50 crores and more ®LouId be di% erted to a very great 
extent to the development ot tl e air force and tbe navy I believe India ou^ht 
to possess an air force consisting ot notl mg le®3 than 1 500 aircaft of tbe first 
line You will say it is a tall order It is not a tall order if you propeily and 
wisely 8^ end 5(J ciores which you throw every year in payments to higher 
officeis Not only do we need this aircraft strength but we need other incidental 
implements sucii as searclilights, antiaircraft guns rangefinders predictors, 
Boimd locators and what not I am tol<l that even in an important citv like 
Bombay there is not a single sound locator not a single anti aircraft gun and 
very little by way of defence against an air attack If this is the state while a 
German raider is in the Indian occean you will well imagine what will be the 
state if it actually threatens us If a big power like Russia Italy or Japan attacks 
us, tLen the state ot India would be simply pitiable 

Ladies and gentlemen it is very well foi us to say that Jet a part of oiu* 
expenditure be devoted to the creation of an airforce But aiicraft requires 
personnel You must nave pilots ground engineers and other personnel to man 
tl e searchlights and tne anti aircraft guns All that requires trainmg Even if 
yon aeciae lomoirovv to change over and have an an force for yourself it will 
take over two years and you will be m good time for the nest war , certainly 
net for this one Tuis being the state of om air force and navy, our Federa 
tion has done well m emphasising that a part of the military espenditure 
must be diverted to reorganization of the aircraft so that we can Lave some =afcty 

Ladies and gentlemen the President 1 as "warned tlat I siould not take 
more taan five minute^ I wish to crave your indulgence for a minute more 
It IS not merely providing aircraft, we require aircraft macbmeguns capable of 
firmgattbcratcoflSOOObuIIetsper mmute That seems staggering All tLe®e 
tilings cannot be bad in a day You require to send along with your aeroplanes 
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unremedicd until now, through ill thepe diangM oE go\ ernment, it is uni^m'xrj’. 
Believe me, it is not so, and tins grievance his been recogiii7e<l os genuine 
for all this tune Attempts have been made from time to tune to remedy the 
evil but somehoiv it has always been found bv the powers that lx: that it imU 
not be in their mterest to pa'^h through tins reform to its end Ladies and 
gentlemen, I need not tell you at this tune of day tint this a icious sv«tcm of 
combining tbc 3 udicial and executive functions must cause grave injustice m 
some cases and petty annoyances m aerj many others EverjboJv knows 
it, Government knon s it, people know it, cv cry man who has Ixfcn in the 
service of Government for even a fen vears knon s it, and yet the ea il remains 
as it IS "W hy have not provincial Goi Cnimcnts tackled this question ? 
SomeLoav it has been feared that if judicial funtions aa ere taken aivay from the 
executuc, thcic nould be a avcakcning of authority nd con«cquenth it mil 
he detrimental to the efficiency of the inacbmcry of goaemment I maj 
assure you that it need not be 60 Tlic only result will be tint rcacnuc officers 
will baa c to bo more careful m the cvcrcise of tlicir functions 

In the early nineties, the late Mr Mon Mohan Ghase, an emmeut barrister 
of Calcutta aaho enjoyed mucii criminil pncficc, came across such gra\ c cases 
of injustice due to this system that busy as he was he spent the lost tew years 
of his life m collecting evidence and trymg to convince the biireaucraey ot the 
urgency of the reform of this system Hoaveacr, after him there was no equally 
strong champion of this cin«e and it avas not c\pcctcd that during the ruic* 
tioiiary regime ot Lord Curzon there avould be any clniicc of this syhtem hemg 
stopped High hopes a\ere, iiooaeacr, raisetl wuui the great Liberal Mini'tcr, 
Lord Moricj , took over the offi e of the bcercury of btue lor India, and some of 
you may remember that one ofc tuc c.arliot reforms that he set his mini to uas 
tiie separation ot the judiciary from tlic cxcaitiac Lord Morley seems to liavc 
been Bliuck aaitU horror m reganl to some doeisions m Matlras aahieh probibly 
le<l him to pet the machinery into motion Sir Anmdol who a\ as a Madr us 
en ilu 1 , the proa uicc from aa a tii I come, an 1 m avhich thus system aa as already 
partially modified for the better, separation baaing been done iii the lower ranks, 
a\as the Hume Member ot iLe Goacnuiicni of india it the time behemes were 
prcpaietl and 1 roaineial Goaeniimnls were a ked to report I reimmber to 
ln\c ixad tlic sehune lor Madras It aais a aery px>l s<henic Man} of the 
jiroaineial Goa emiiieiats, I uilcr-taiid, aacre in fiaour of the rcfomi Asa 
matter of fact, aae \aere evpextng orkn cverv div an 1 some of us av^rc airca ly 
disclosing among ourseKcs avjie i b-niicli avc avoul 1 go to, wiicllier magisterial 
orreaenue But the onlers ncacr came Tiicy aacre uwaitc*! then fiicv arc 
aoaaitcal still In the meanwhile, tlierc aaas a great upheaval in Bengal «luc to the 
partition which prolnbl} lol to t ic s iclaing of this rtfonn for the time After 
the popular clement avas intro Jucwl into tbc L\cxutiae Coimtil by Lori Morlcy 

It was cvpcctc I tint Inlin m'^aao ni avou! I take up tuis qnotioa if there was 

ii real grita once leis, Loweacr, oaa* not tlone liii- matter laa ui tbc proa inco 
of tlic Hone di-partmuit an 1 Indian incralicrs of the I aecutivc Comicil wouH 
not Imc hkcil to interfere m a matter wmeli appcrtimed to a depart iwnt m 
tae tharge of another menilwr Tiicai came the Mo itagu Cliclm«fonl refonns 
wita popular CO itrol of tae legis’atu-e. It wasrigitla coasilercii tlut it avas 

up to tJ" n^n legisbtii'es to take up t iis matter if thev like 1, an I get the 
refonn clleneJ Ho vever, diwing t le diarcbic system of go%crnmcnt it was 
agiin hell up To* mitt"r coa-xmei a res rre! suhj t aa 1 ministers 

IS 
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responsible to the legislatures would not mterfere m it The financial stringency 
imder which they worked came also m the way and things remained as they 
were 

It was expected that w th the introduction o£ complete provincial 
autonomy m the provinces this question would be taken up by the Congress 

Governments and It -a as a great disappointment to us that it was not so taken 

up The Congress Governments had too many irons in the fire and I suppose 
that in the 27 mentis of tLcir existence they hardly Lad time to give serious 
tbouglt to this reform There has, however, recently been a very di&quietmg 
feature in regard to this matter I understand that Jlr C Rajagopalachariar, 
the able and talented Prime Mmistea- of Madras, when asked why Le was slow 
in gettmg this reform through, seems to have pronounced against this reform 
He seems to have said that under popular governments there could be no fear 
of m]ustice being allowed to stand ‘ If tl ere be any in3U5tice, we are there to 
remedy it,’ be seems to have said ‘ Tlis reform might Lave been desirable and 
necessary when the old bureaucratic government was m power, but as we are 
now here to guard the mterests of the people there is really no need for the 
reform and why then dispense with the administrative convenience possible 
under the present Bj stem I am surpneei at this attitude of Mr C Ra 3 agopala 
cUiiar He must know that officials are officials whether they serve a bureau 
cratic government oi a popular govcrnnieot Under this evil system officials 
WLO may be mdined to co miustice will surely be tempted to do it Out of 100 
cases of injustice only four or five would go up to the top to be remedied by the 
Ligher nutLoiitics Tie fear that autLority would be weakened on depriving 
the ixecutive of their judicul functions is quite groundless It may bo supposed 
that the governments are so contented witn tae present system of administration 
that they would not care to have any departure from it or venture on a new 
experiment As it is ti.e late Sir Ah Imam, who was a member of the Congress 
m the old days and wLo later became tee Prime Munster of Hyderabad, 
buccessfully introduced this reform in the Hyderabad State Only last year I 
was m the State when I learnt tuat not only this reform has not weakened the 
autLonty of anybody, but it has been running smoothly and very successEulIy 
I put a specific question to the Ccaumissioncr of a division if he found any 
difference made to the authority which he was exercising on account of this 
reform He said, ‘ none wnatever On the other hand, he found this refoim 
very helpful Ladies and gentlanen, do you think that we sliall lag behind the 
State of Hyderabad in tae matter of this reform ? Let us try our beet to 
compel the authorities to introduce this reform and stamp this evil, which is a 
relic of the old bureaucratic days, out of the administrative machinery of 
government With our present enhanced status we owe it to our self respect 
that this evil system of ccanbming the executive and judicial functions m one 
and the same person should cease as quickly as possible Ladies and gentlemen, 
I commend this resolution to your acceptance 

Mr Surendra Natfa Verraa 

Mr Surendra Nath Verma {^Allahabad) Mr President and fellow delegates, 
p resolution on the subject of the separation of the ludiciary and executive, if it 
has been entrusted to and moved by so eminent a retired member of the civil 
seiyice as ilr Gharpure, hardly needs a lengthy speech from me in seconding it I 
would only say that it has been a matter of keenest disappomtment to everybody 
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ttat popular auttorities have come into office hut have not carried out this reform 
of the separation of executive and judicial functions in spite of popular agitation 
for over half a century. If it Tvere etiU necessary to emphasize the import* 
ance of the separation of the executive and tl e judiciary, I would only cite to 
you two authorities. I would cite a passage from Henry Sidgwick. He says : 

“ In deterraining a nation’s rank in political civilization, no test is more 
decisive than the degree in which justice, as defined by the law, is actually realiz- 
ed in its judicial administration, both as between one private citizen and another, 
and as between private citizens and members of the Government." 

I woxJd again cite from Professor Laski where ] c says : 

“ The doctrine of separation of powers enshrines a permanent truth. For 
it is ohivous that if the csecutive could shape judicial decisions m accordance 
with its own desires, it would be the unlimited master of the state. The inter- 
pretation of the law mtist, tbearetoTc, be entrusted always to a body of persons 
avuose will cannot be hound by tbe will of the executive. They must be able to 
call tue executive to accoimt ’’ and so on. Further : “ The concentration of the 
power to interpret the law in the same Lands as the power to administer it has 
always historically been associated with tyranny. It was the characteristic 
hall mark of oriental despotism." 

Tno fact is that the Cemgtess party, having a thnndeiing majority in the 
legislature wants to make the utmost use of the power they La\ e got and it is 
really w edded to tyranny m this matter. It was said of an Lngli«h member 
of the I. C. S. that he used to eay, “ I would rather grant complete dominion 
status to India immiidiately than gi\e ray sanction to tbe separation of the 
executive and the judiciary.” Fellow-delegates, m this province we Lave been 
IiaMiig a very unsatisWctory state of things. Our ex-Minmor of Justice, Dr. 
Kailas Natn Katju, has propounded a scheme m wliicii he has distributerl the 
work of tuc judiciary between two sets ofreaenue officers-^me of them lake only 
rcsenuc woik and the other would be doing criminal work but at the same 
time the appellate power has been given only to tjc district magistrate. Well, tbe 
fact 19 tuat hasvng known tlie power of control over executue by the old 
bureauentic government, they want to retain the same, iloally the position is 
tins. Wnile tucy would effc*ct the separation of hbour from capital, of the 
tenantry Irora luidlord**, they would never agree to tiic separation of the judicial 
from too txc-aituc. It is really a matter of tue keenest disappointment tint m 
otntr pro\ mces too the Congress Ministry bis adopted the same attitude In 
Madro-s Uio Premier said that now that we arc m jiowcr it is not at all necc«svry 
to separate tue executive from the judiciary. Tue same has been said here by 
Dr. Kat u. But I would say, as I have drawn your attention to the px>^sagc from 
Henry Sidgwick smd Profe««or La^ki that even where you have complete 
independence in a country hke Imgbnd it is never sate to concentrate the jxiwer 
of ttic executive and judiciary m the same hands. 

I would submit that the sooner this reform is mtrodaced tbe lictter for 
tiic couitry. Otnerwisc you know that m these provinces at least, I can 
speak trom some knowledge that Congress offien's and ofliicc-bearers have not 
enjoyed impartiality. Cases Lave not been rare m which the government Im 
actually interfered witu the judiciary. T.ey 1 me withdrawn cases of a grave 
n.ature. We are familiar witli many cases that Lave been in«tituteil of contempt 
of court because the officc-bcarcfs of district Congress committees would be 
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respoMible to the legislatures would not mtertere m it The financial stringency 

under which they worhed came also m the ivay and things remained os they 

were 

It was expected that w tb the introduction o£ complete provincial 
autonomy m the provinces this questian would be talen up by the Congress 

Governments and It ^\as a great disappointment to us that it was not so taken 

up The Congress Governments had too many irons in the fire and I suppose 
that m the 27 months o£ tUir cxistaice they hardly Lad time to gne serious 
thouo-ht to this reform There has, however, recently been a very disquieting 
featine in regard to this matter 1 understand that Mr C Ra]agopalacbariar, 
the able and talented Prime Minister of Madras, when asked why Le was slow 
m getting this reform through, seems to have pronounced against tins reform 
He seems to have said that under popular governments there could be no fear 
of injustice being allowed to stand ‘ It there be any injustice, we are there to 
lemedy it,' he seems to ha\ e said ‘ Tus reform might La\ e been desirable and 
necessary when the old bureaucratic government was m power, but as we are 
now here to guard the mtertsts o£ the people there is really no need for the 
retorm and why then dispense with the administrative convenience possible 
under the present Bjstem ’ I am BurpriseJ at this attitude of Mr C Rajagopala 
ctariar He must know that officials are officials whether they serve a bureau 
cratic government or a popular government Under this evil system officials 
WLO may be inclined to no injustice will surely be tempted to do it Out of 100 
cases of injustice only four or five would go up to the top to be remedied by the 
higher authorities Tie fear that autLonty would be •weakened on depriving 
the Executive of their judicial functions is quite groundless It may be supposed 
that the governments are so contented witn tae present system of administration 
that they would not care to have any departure from it or venture on a new 
expeiiment As it is, tne late Sir All Imam, who was a member ot the Congress 
in the old days and wLo later became tiic Prime Minister of Hyderabad, 
successfully introduced this retorm m the Hyderabad State Only last year I 
was m the State when I learnt tnat not only this reform has not weakened the 
authority of anybody, but it has been running smoothly and very successfully 
I put a specific question to the Commissioner of a division if he found any 
diflerence made to the authority which he was exercising on account of this 
reform He said, “ none wnatever ’ On the other hand, he found this refoim 
very helpful Ladies and gentlemen, do you thmk that we shall lag behind the 
State of Hyderabad m tne matter of this reform ? Let us try our best to 
compel the authorities to intrcrfuce this reform and stamp this evil, which is a 
relic of the old bureaucratic days, out of the administrative machinery of 
government With our present enhanced status, we owe it to our selfiespect 
that this evil system of COTnbming the executive and judicial functions m one 
and the same person should cease as quickly as possible Ladies and gentlemen, 
I commend this resolution to your acceptince 

Mr Surendra Math Verma 

Mr SurendraNalh Verma {Allahabad) Mr President and fellow delegates, 
a resolution on the subject of the separation of the judiciary and executive, if it 
has been entrusted to and moved by so emmmt a retired member of the civil 
seivice as Mr Gharpure, hardly needs a lengthy speech from me in seconding it I 
i\ouId only say that it has been a matter of keenest disappointment to everybody 
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that popular authorities have come into office but bare not carried out tbjs reform 
of the separation of executive and judicial functions in spite of popular agitation 
for over half a century. If it were still necessary to emphasize the import- 
ance of the separation of the executive and the judiciary, I would only cite to 
yon two authorities. I would cite a passage from Henry Sidgwicfc. He says : 

“ In determining a nation’s rank m political civilization, no test is more 
decisive than the degree in which justice, as defined by the law, is actually realiz- 
ed in its judicial admini«tration, both as between one private citizen and another, 
and as between private citizens and members of the Government.” 

I would again cite from Professor Lashi n here be says . 

“ The doctrine of separation of powers enshrines a permanent tnith For 
it is obivous that if the executive could shape judicial decieions in accordance 
with its own desires, it would be the unlimited master of the state. The inter- 
pretation of the law must, therefore, be entrusted always to a body of persons 
avtiose will cannot be bound by the will of the executive They must be able to 
call toe exficrutive to accoimt ” and so on. Further : “ The concentration of the 
power to interpret the law in the eame hands as the power to administer it has 
always historically been associated with tyranny It was the characteristic 
ball mark of oriental despotism.” 

Tlo fact IS that the Congress party, having a tLundeiing majority m the 
legislature wonts to make the utmost use of the power they Lave got and it is 
really wedded to tyranny m this matter. It was said of an English member 
of the I. C S that lie used to say, “ I would rather grant complete dominion 
status to India immediately than give ray sanction to the separation of the 
e\ecuave and tlio judiciary.” Frilow-dclegatcs, in this province we have been 
luvmg a very unsatislactory state of things Our exMmi'ter of Justice, Dr. 
Kaihs Natj Katju, has propoundctl a scheme m which he has distributed the 
work o£ •Uic judiciary between two sets ofrevenue officers— one of them take only 
revenue woik and the other would be doing criramal work but at the same 
time the apjielhto power has been given only to t jc district migistntc M ell, the 
£-et is tuvt luNiag known the power of control over executive hy the old 
bujcaucratic government, they wint to retiin the same Kuilly the position is 
t.jis. Wmlc tuey would effect the scpuntion of hbour from capital, of the 
tenantry from landlords, they would never ngree to the sepsntion of the judicial 
Ironi tuc txcjutiv c. It is really a matter of tuc keenest di'v.ppointmcnt tint m 
ouitr provinces too the Congress Mmistry Las wlopled the same attitude. In 
Jiladras tne Prcrmcr sud that now that we arc m power it is not at all necc'«ary 
to separate tuc executive from the judiciary, Tnc same has been saiil here bj 
Dr. Fat u. But I would say, as I have drawn jour attention to the pT5«agc from 
Henry Sidgwick and Professor Laski tliat even where von have complete 
independence m a country like Fngland it is never safe to concentrate the jravver 
of tuc executive and judicury m the same hands 

I would submit that the sooner this reform is introduced the l«ttcr for 
the couitry. Otacrwisc you know that in these provinces at least, I can 
speak Lrom some knowledge that Congress oflna’s and offiicc-bcorers Lave not 
enjoyed impartia’ity. Cases Lave not been rare in wlucli tie government lias 
actu-vily interfered wila the judiciary T.cy lave withdrawn ca^cs of a grave 
natiut*. \Vc arc familiar with many cases that Lave been in«titutctl of contempt 
of court because the office-bearers of district Congress committees would be 
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* r tho roiirse of lusticc In thc«sc circxim'stmce’, it 1)C birdly 

tut:;:: M.U ^ene., of tl. C.CCO.U 

„.d tl.c 3 n<l.c.arv m tl e l^d- Tor tbcsc rc^n. I ftrongly Bupport 
resolution nn.l liope tint it rronld ho ramed hy you 

Mr M D Allekar 

Vr V D. AUdar (iomloj) Mr rrcidont md friends, tiro hyers 

nidicnri 1 ns Len Lnilereil to bo a matter of principle, m important 
Tirondoiit tlo Ust 50 ycra ivo leno cr.t.c./cd goienmients for tlieir 
I S: of .Inn principle from time to time and rtdl wl en iieir goieimment, came 
m:tnertiionnd lnlfyenr,ngo,nodangeba, taken place in tlin n .itnle 
An hr rn 1 ki oir from Ic .ding 1 a, ana m jonr pro, ince, I find that Jom Mmnter 
of I,.n,ueatlcant...adoa..ho„ of effecting tin, Be,nrat.on and it did remain 
aliiict a alow up to tl e end In mf proemce our Home Minister never mad 
aiiv pretence in this i.ntter There were oeormnse, hen open mtcrterenco w. h 
i/,ni nffairs MIS done b\ ilic Hoioc MiuiMcr of Bcmbny During tbo 
tloOT three iiimntes 1 am speikmg to jon I cannot gi, e jon all the dcta.K, hut 

I irill inst M'o one nory uhieli I asnot been giieu ont in the papeia m tlin 
irouncc Ccriam people ... the al are Inzar, the stock e-^Unge o Ifembay, 

no. pi, mg s. imp dutv for a long ..me It a,aa found on. and dicn the 
X!or it bcniba, decdc.l to , icecu.c .Im-c people and the prosecution, tvero 
Inmchul It 1, uiiderslood-I speak ill nenspal er 1 .ng.u„c-tl.at the collixtor 
, listr. t magistrite „ is askol by higher all. mri.ics ,o ul.ldniv . ose 
' roc, anions Ui. he did net do it liter iho Home Munster and the other 
„cmbcr.o.t„eMi,i,s,rs ,h.u„h, ih.t the lolleetor ,va, sidlermg from strilll of 
erncakimdlhc, made hiii, uppe..r before a medical board eons.s.mg of tlireo 
doctor, m Ifomhiv Ihe lasinl su.ed tbat after mrcfull) e-ca,n,mng 
,i„sl ( b othecroffa sear, stmdmg the) foiuid tlut there iras nothing 
a.u, lam Orilmanl, one noul.l suplare, tke o, mioi. of a hoird 
ol tiree eminent doelor., ooe of them lie.ng the dean of tl e trrnit 

Meahcd toh-e of lhmk„, should eonamee all nonnal people that It „a, 
r ,h. lint .UMm.-tr, thought tlut .1 ,ra, not right and the) askc, the 

: l lor a an,, to go hefoiv the mohcal lanrd Once more the mcd.ca hoard „a, 

1 r la,e SI. arle.1 that llaire eras nolhmg along nllh the man 
‘il'l , 1 , 1 . collee, or of Ikanba, In, hrei. made lo go on lease for one) ear 
I" I nerca'kesl in lla 1 e^ldatisc Asscmhlv hiit csidcnlly the 

,m,arl, lumucdh, ,!« ...emlar. ,hcm.el,e. Noho.1) Here 
rLrol lo had on, faim f.osrniraent a.th reganl ,u ihe s|,ec,l,c complaint lln 
' 1 ,l,e s.,„k 1 sctaige market acre imolsel, lint thev acre I.rosotutcd 

‘"i'.^Icrs acre" i-nied that llicir iroseeut.on sl»uld he srithlman Noa it 
.“s acll known that ... a mailer like this the nolle lor should hvsc cither 
niecuted .l«se poplc or slan.l 1 Icc eoiapmaiHid bv eaact.ng certain lines 
Ihlt once .be collllor look a cartain step. .. aa. no busme, of .be cvcaaitip 

;„n,„.en. to interfere will, lam and still here., .las government aliieh o,ainly 

«b \ till* 
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^ot oqIv that, there was an attempt m the Bombay Legislative Assembly 
to deEend the steps taken In thes® circonistaiices you will exsilv find that 
it was wrong to e^tp"' t from p ople to carry oa this reEorm Jiist 

about this tim'=‘ I was talking avitU on** oE th-* Bombay Almisters He is 
an old ram, undoubtedly he was one of the most capable ra-’u iii the Bombay 
presidency He said to me why do you talk so much o£ principles, so 
much oE Ereedom ? It was all right, he added as long as the British Govern 
ment was there but now that we are here these thmgs need not be considere I 
at all There ls no question. o£ pna'*iples no question oE demo ra-'y when, 
ave, superior beings as ave are are idmimstermg this provmce I remmded 
hma that that could not be Even m public liEe priuciples do coxmt for a 
good deal and public life bx«ed on. no principles was a vcrv bad public 
life indeed But still there avere several mstance^ like thi "iou mu'sthaae 
read about them m neavspaper® All that I want to say is this that avliat we lul 
expected from Congr6.-3 Governments was that apart from our differences with 
them there \a ere certain subjects in which their viewa and our a lews were com 
pletely identical This was one of tho^e «ubject« ll c arc thoroughly di««ati«fied 
mtbis matter You must haae read that one of the eminent Munster* o£ the 
Congress stated openly, ‘ I am not going to do this This will not do md there- 
fore ave must lodge our prote<t against this Thoe Mmistrics haae gone out 
and I hope that they avill come back ^ome tune By this resolution nt want to 
inform them that this hek o£ principle will not pay them and thev will be 
ultimately Eouu I out It ls not a que tion of keeping up the prestige of a 
certain party The«c principles ought to be preserved 

Mr ^a&ad Prasad Agarnal 

Mr Anand Agartcal (CT P) Mr President brothcr-<lelegUcs 

ladies and gentlemen when I first read this resolution I felt thu though ir con 
tains the principle n Inch ave has e b en stressing for the I v.t aO years or an I 
nhich has been one o£ the lunu derainL of the Congres b fore it accejtcl 
office, nt. mu->t m ution the reasons therein war the Caagrtss 'Mimstries thought 
it expedient to break up th pnu ip'c cuniieliutU CangrcsS re olutiou 
I prepared an ain‘’ndm’nt I showc 1 it to our a cnerab'e Pra«i lent He thought 
it proper not to allow it as h“ thauglit tbit it wjisnotra)\eJ m th" subje ts 
committee But I Avou'd Uke to rcid that am“u lm"at as part of uij speech 
before you an 1 not asm an-nlraent It is im«3mg The r«.~ison to mv mm I 
IS tbit after all AVaeii thev hiJ asunej offia} thev took aivautige of the 
deiAcnlcnce of th'* excmUvco'fiCTS oatbeu auitUeA Couul tint tUev wtre 
At-ryCAsy aud flexible ag^,ut to put into op ration th“ir ri.Aolutionary an 1 
disruptive policies mto a-’Cioa Mlutdilthey do in the provmccs ? The 
moment they assuuci offi’c tU-'A issued a star orJ^r staving all rent suits pen I 
ID" till that diA Gaitlcm n th'>r<. a\ as not a nug o proi i«ion m a slitute 
consi'itm" of about 30 J se tioj« 1 in a i tb" Vgra TeaancA \ct ua Icr which tlie 
Govcrniueut cou! 1 uc «u h au order or the deputy colie tor-! cou! I hi\ c, «Ua ul 
tbcf'C^mts. Thev knoAV that the coastitationil ju tioii ivouH b'' rAi«clm 
ciAil court® The deputv collectors coullnot din, to up ct the onlers o' th** 
‘Con"n>>.s MiULtrv This i aa i\ thou«inIs an I thou m Is of ca cs pen Img m 

revenue courts were bun lie 1 together an 1 Avere «cnt cither to the rc-xinl rooms 
or were made to ikooratc t jv oS'Crs almwato m coart rooms \S hen the 
Minister of JaticC foiin 1 t*i.at the order was illegal he produce! a Bill Iwforv 
the ^kssemblv for stavmg all pro-wiing* m the rcA-cnue court® It Avas 

•0 
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(c) The Fedention trusts that the niicrs o£ states \vill realize in their 
own mtere<ft that, with the workmg o£ responsible government 
m the pro\ mces, it is no longer xxissible for them to continue 
to administer their states on the existmg lines The Federation, 
therefore, urges the rulers to concede to their -nibjects without 
any further dday the right of security of person and property, 
liberty of speech and of the pres«, freedom of association, an 
independent judiciary, and to initiate adequate measures for 
the ^tabli«hment of responsible government 
I h.a\ c very little to add to the remirLs that I made last year The fir«t 
two parts of the resolution are quite scl£-e\ ident to you and on tliose points I am 
not gomg to make any speech whatsoever We are here as Libei als, we are 
here as champions of the doiin trodden and im India at the present moment 
e\ccpt m the political field the subjects of the Indian states ore down trodden. 
It IS therefore quite natural that we should sympathize with their aspirations 
We know that thej have got capacities It is very difficult to suppose that they 
ha\ e not got capacities because we know that in the neighbourmg districts v, itli 
similar circumstances economical, educational and with similar pur»mts and ideas 
people do have capacities It is \ery difficult to ha\c one system of admmistra 
tion for one part of India and altogether a different system of administration in 
the other parts of India The tivo must go together iftbe country as a whole is to 
ri«e higher Our sympathies therefore should go naturally to the subjects of 
Indian states and we naturally welcome the declarations made by certain princes 
to share their administration with tlieir subjects IVc want tbai they should 
haa e sunilar rights and so avc want to say that these declarations in thcraseli cs 
ore not quite sufficient In many rcsjiects those declarations are aery a ague and 
in some cases tho«e declarations set no time limits whatsocaer, whether the princes 
would gtae them rights within two, three or 20 years time We want that 
they should do it early lest it may be said that they haae awakened too bte to 
the graa ity of the situation Tbcu I say that the two sides rauet joui the 
hedcrttioii and all the sides must realize that so far as the fundamental rights 

of thcjr subjects arc concerned, there «:hould be no dilEercnce whatKica cr 

In the ccntril «phere there arc certain rcscraeil ■nibjccts We regard it 
as a slur iqxin u'» But in tbc Icdcritiou «till arc find that some 4o0 states do 
not fiiitl any place wliat^oea cr in it W hat arc these states going to do ? Are 
they to remain as they arc ? If they remain as thej arc there is one great 
ilan^eT, I may assure you Thej wiU scr\c merclj as cantounientR for the 
foreif^ii garri''On that will be imjiogcd upon us I do not like — 1 hope you will 
pjTnpathizc with me — that there should be certam Indians lu this country, 
avhether those Indians are m Briti«h India or in the states, avbo are out«ide tlic 
pur\ leav of tbc Indian government smd imdcr the suzerainty of the foreign 
government We therefore want that all these states shoul I come m I lay a 
certain amoimt of cmplu^is on it cacn if it is not in the resolution, jiarlicularly 
so bccau'C since we haae beard Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzni on the defence 

problem j oil con sec how sea crely we rcsont, lioav strongly are resent a Britudi 
garrison m this coimtry W c regard it os a blot on the fullness of proa maal 
autonomy 

^ow there is ouc question to whidi I would like to refer Iloav arc these 
states to be brought m ? Sure!} yon don t wnnt them to be ahsorlxnl by the 
Briti«b proamcc® They won t like it as they haae got sentiments of their oirn. 
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Tiouc=mt«ytlullh=r.l.m.ldl«aWWbv otte states mmd atat t .cm 

The <nU lK-=.We remedr to brmg them together mto mutUgroups o£ their 
or let them jom other group, that rhould al,o e..,t It they jom 
a group and tonn a tort ot co,nmon admm.*at.on, oven .£ there no Iep,h 

we and notlimg bke any re,pon,.bd.ty or even reapon... enea, o tlie w.,h« 

o£ the ruhicct,, there mil 1« a certam amount o£ improvement m their admmi, 
tration At prcient the admmistration in each tingle state depend, upon 
the avhim ot one man If scaeral ncighliourmg states join together, joumU 
see that 10 presons cannot "atida their aihim, at one and the same tunc They 
anil haac to create one eominon platform and the result aaould he that the aal.im 
of one man Mould ho reraoaed -ml there n-ould he something like a Miimon 
laaa cacn it aie cannot give tint aerj dignifial name to it Mitli these 
rem’ark, I moae the proivwt.on and I hope tint aou avill carry it imaniinonsly 
Mr S fl late 

Mr S. 0. To e I bc" to Fccond t\m resohition ProE Kelkar hi? 
dealt ^vith It ^ c'dmimclv^Katlfliallnotbeja'^tificdmtrotibhng you with 
any rcin'irks oE mj omi I pcconil it 

rit re*ohiUon teas then put an I earned unanimously 


INDIANS OVERSEAS 

Ceylon T-hc Natioiul Liberal Jredcration strongly protests ngamst 
the Ceylon Go\cnimeiit« i*ohcv o£ <li«crimuwtion igamst luduns md thcjr 
decision , 

(a) to di im«? aul rcimnatc ludtau? cmployftl ui Go\ eminent 
dcpirnnciits smcc Aird 1, 1034 

(i) to retrench hi Ian cmi lo\ CCS ot more tlian five but Ics.? tlnii 

ten vein ot scrv icc on a ncal bosi*, it thcr do not i otimtiril} 
retire b) the cn I of 193J 

2 The lakratiou tulK sHpi>ort? the dcci'ioii of the Goreniincnt of 
III hi to irohilit the cmignturi of liilaii hiwur to Lcrlon an 1 ur„'cs it to 
tihc ucco* If' ii'a hidun comiiumitj 

bouth Ifrii-i Tin? lalcratioii cxprcncs ii? mdigiutioii and resent 

incut at the continual ill tnjtincnt of Indan? in bouth Vfnea and the 
jiolici of ‘Cn'rogation cinlxxhol m tlie V-utic Lmd an I Tra ling Vet although 
there Ml? no iroot tlut In luiiis were iio'atingnnv of the cci'.tmg statutes, cr 
were nxirtm" to illc„''l pri'nicc? an I altliotigh the Union Go\ eminent Imc 
un Icrwkcn lurkr the Cape Toim \<rrccincnt to treat the In Inn cominumt} 
as an into nl inrt ot the j^pnlitioii of lire liiion tt bouth Africa an I to taCc 
ctep to raise their ix>iticHi 

^yi_'rhi« Icikration draic* tire attention ot the Ooicmmcnt of IiiJa 
to the fjrici-anccs of the Iniiaiis of tiji as rtuol m the rtsohuioii passed at 

the Ml hji Itilian Confcrcnccm \oicmW, UJS anJ urgci it to [ro? Hii 

Mar-'i' • Goi eminent to B„rcc to the apiwintincnt of an Agent to the 
(.oainnunl of Inlu in tiji vnch ui th opmunof this lalcratioii, m 
nccessirv to deiclip b Icr imlr tan ling Is'twccn the (/ovcrnncnl _cf 
Inlu anl tlw Ciovtmnunt i' liji an I l» cnlaiim th-* siams the In luti 
o*n-mrm\ Tire >nr \ nl I alliwcl to >un I m ih of lire 

mtidarticnif this d-mnl whi h cwshi t* hue l<«^i agrce-1 to, long ago, 

h\ lire Maj.-.tvsGoicni lent. 
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Malaya — ^The Liberal Federabon appreciates the action taken by the 
ijovermnent o£ India in “dopping assisted emigration to JIalaya as a protest 
against the reduction of the ivages of Indian labourers employed on plantations 
Tjy the pbnters and urges it to prohibit all emigration of bbour, whether 
assisted or unassisted, as has beai done in the case of Ceylon, in order to 
■protect the rights of Indian labour 

The Federation further imprcs"^ on tlw Government of India the need 
for taking steps to secure the rights of tlic Indian community in Mabya both 
^ order to i indicate Indian self respect and to raise the status of India 

The resolution was put from the chair and carried unanimously 

INDIANS CONSUFER SERVICE 

(a) In the interests of safeguarding the rights of Indians living 
m other parts of the British Empire as well ns m foreign 
countries, the National Liberal Federation of India is of 
opinion that an Indian Consular Sen ice should bo developed 
on the lines adopted by the Dominions 
(4) Pending the development of such a Consular Service, the 
Federation urges the admission of Indians into the British 
Diplomatic and Consular Corps from which Indians have been 
so far scrupulously excluded 

The resolution icas put from the chair and carried unanimously 

WAR and industrial DEVELOPMENT 

The National Liberal Federation urges the Government of India to 
take steps to encourage and develop aU «uch industries as can be expanded or 
esbabh«hed on a soimd basis during the war or are necessary m the large 
interests of the country 

The resolution was put from the chair and carrud unanimously 
RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Rai Sabib Dalip Man Smgb 

i?ai Sahel Dahp Man Stngh The resolution that I am gomg to moi e 
ns the last on this agenda But the subject is very iraiwrtant and needs a ery 
careful consideration , but as tbe time at my disposal is very short I will not 
inflict any long speech on you The rcpolution is as follows — 

The National Liberal Federation advocates measures to “ocui-e 

(n) tbe relief of agricultural indebtedness and the adoption of measures 
to check further fnignieutation and faci'itate the consolidation 
of agricultural holdings, 

(6) the embodiment in legislative enactments of tlic mam prmciples 
of land revenue as^ssment in proi inccs where this has not 
been done, 

(c) substantial aid in the development of mda.tries, big and fiiuall 

alike, 

(d) a fiscal and monetary policy wbollv m tlw interests of the 

country, 

31 
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(,) kgishto tor the more odemte protection of the labonring cteee 
°both in urban nnd mral areas, 

(/) the early mtroduction oE tree end compulsory elementary education 
torhoth hoys and girls, 

(S) adequate provision tor medical relict and tlie promotion ot puhUc 

hKilth, partiailarly in rural areas. 

This Is an eahausUve resolution and it deals with a number ot important 
I ^ u k verv necessary to have definite legislation trom (xovem* 

r "“t s:b;:s avi^ rrhii It dtauare ..eh about which are can do 
alot oEusetulworknitboutany help trom Goiernment. It ne stand on our 
Ifirrtt we can try to remove agricnltural indebtedness by means o£ coopera- 
nve socToties, and consolidation ot holdings also can he very easily deaie through 
♦1 lint, already been betmn in our province. Smiihrly about the develop 

them, as noticed that the fiscal and 

mento m us ri country Im been eolely mode for tUe benefit ^oE 

foraTOCm md ^poor pciaants have aliv.iys been injured by it. So it is a ery 
necessary that ea cry thing should be done u. our oian interest. Simihtly Icgisla- 
"I ta been made tor rural and urban labourers and compulsory eduction 

L also been introduced and provision tor the promotion ot public health has 
also hcott made But certainly it is aery necessary to pay more attention to- 
thl important pom». its I said at the hcgmnuig, it we try ,0 mtercst 

ourselves we can do a lot without any outside help. Bith those words I bc„ 

to mo\ c tbis resolution. 

Mr. Preni Moban Ual Verma 

l/r r,m Man Lai Vtrma (Allahabad).-Mr. Presidenh ladies and 

gentlemen, the recommendations nade in this r^otat, oil dml with the t«^ 

S^SrcLt ot the country. It Im become a p atitude to say that industrial 
Sopment IS tlie panacea tor most ot Uie dls ot tin, counfy. Bu l^kmg 
t the Lctthatagooci manyot these mcasinc. have been r^mmended year 
alter year and some ot them, it not most ot to, come withm the s»,pe ot 
lelulaLnotthe provinces in aahioh we Ind popular mm, str.es during the 

Ir, Uircc years. It IS time tor US to take some stock ot the work or the ach.cae- 

mmtot thi mmistr.es towarfs .he promotion ot some ot heso mcasu^. 
Sin tor instance, the first one is about the agricultural indcht^es, ot ludu. 

triinoav flcitu. this province mtlKi former Icgislanire some Deb Aa, were 

1 which are I.illy m oi«ral.on. Hot wait happened » As the result 
’oTto .Vets niril creil.t In, alnoh.tclj gone. What did the Congre^ Goa cm- 
ment do to rchihihtate rural cel..? Xothiug that we knoav ot. The second 
tint 1 should like to talk to you <d»n. is the tragmental.on of holding, 
that we know the Congress Govenment m these proa incra In, passed 
y Arimtno.hi,.gs...n,,nln 1 or real in, l^n done and no scheme 
a lutui j in Put Act to bring about m2i.«ur(w for tlie con«oli- 

Im been pu Tlut w anotber thing in winch the Congrcs-i 

W,ry r.rirovmc« ln,"at.enp.oi and laiW. The Ihijd.hmg .hat I should 
Mmi trj 5,il,cirnira! Ucvclopincnt work. One instance ofTers to 

putotcll y- . elninnan ot a D.drict Ituml Dcvclop- 

my mind and tint IS die ^ ^ he Ind spent die 

^.fi^J^oIKs. 5,000 during the year over the ccu«mcion ot one or 



{ 83 ) 

two well? for the Harijons and aunilar things For one of the biggest district? 
in this prov mce to spend an amount oE monej like Rs 5,000 for the benefit 
of such 1 large population o£ agricolturisLs, I submit, was insignificant work, 
and then, mo«t of this money, we know, is certainly gomg into the jiockcts of 
workers themseUes rather than benefiting the agricultural jxipiilatton This 
18 another work of the Congress Ministry in this jiroi incc 

Now, gentlemen, I would like to tell you one thmg more. Although 
CTCrybo Ij wants to benefit tbe agncuUurist bccanse his is the i otmg clxss and 
the main electorate But how have they gii eii any retlrcss to the agriculturist 
nhen they haic not reduced rents at all? Reduction of rent, 3011 should 
know, means a corresponding reduction m reicnuc and for that the Govern 
ment says there is no money IE there is no money why should more 
raonc) be epent on such sclicmcft as prohibition ? Largo sums of money rai«eil 
from other ta-v-itiona arc spent on other thmgs m order to show that the} are 
(loin<T eoincthuig, although they arc really doing nothing 

Now, gentlemen, there is another thing m this province which should 
liavc been done witli great success and that was the development of the hydro- 
electric scheme , but the Congress has done uotluug m this matter Mliat tlie 
poor agriculturist wants is tliat you way supj)Iy him cheap canal water for 
irrigation, or clicapcr [lOwcr, and implements of agriculture, or good and 
cheap supply of seed and any such thing which will really prov idc him witli 
working capital, and give lam some creilit For that tlic Congress Gov eminent 
lias jiracticlly done nothmg Coming to the industrial dcrcloiaucnt side, I 
submit tluat there is not one factory of any kind winch lias been oi)encd or 
started by tlie Congress Mimstrics during the tlircc years of their working 
The middle classes liavc not been benefited by any scheme In fact tlicy have loest 
all along the hne and there ts nothing tliat lus been done to bring about the 
mdusiTLal development of the country Considtaang these tilings, I mbmit that 
the popular 'Mimstnes stand di<croditol, and I will for want of tunc end by 
sa3mg that the [Xipular ^Ilnlstnes liavc given us not even second rate. 
Mim«tcr«>, but third rate Ministers, so Ear as these qiicshoms arc concemevl 

President ilr Kulkami wants to add “(g) senous difficulties tliat Lave 
arieen by reason of the enormews growth of population m this country without 
a corresponding growth in tlie country e resources, ’ The amendment ls 
di'allowol (The resolution teas then put and carried unanimoud^') Tliat 
concludes the part of our wotL relating to resolutions ^ow I shall aek the 
secretary to read the names o£ tlic monbers of the Council Before tliat I 
propose that Mr B N GoUvale and Mr M D AUckat be Tcap^xnnUsl 
secretaries and Mr B G Goklialc be ap{iointoil another secretary for the 3 car 
1939-10 

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

The h«t of members of the Coimal of tire National Lilreral federation 
vras then rca<l out by ^Ir D Allckar 

President 

Dr R r Paranjpyc, M ^ , D Sc, “ runi-'hottamdiram,' Poona No 4 

\Le*Presidcnt5 

2 Sir P. S Sivaswamy Aiyar, K. C, C I K, LL. D., Mylapore, 

JIadra.% 
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3 Sir C Y Cbmtnmani, Kt , D Litt, LL D , 26, Hamilton Rood, 

AUababad 

4 The Rt Hon V S SrmiTOsa Soetri, P C , C H , LL D , 

Mylapore, Jfadras 

5 Sir Chimanlal H Setalvad, K. C I E , LL D , H3, Esplanade Road, 

Bombay 

3 Sir Jloropant Josbi, K C I E , AdvocatCj^^ag^ 

7 Mr J N Basu, 'M L A, M A, B L, 6,^dld Post Office Street, 

Calcutta 

8 The Hon Dr Hirday Nath Lmizni, 51 C S , Servants o£ India 

Society, Allahabad 

S Mr T R Vcnkatrama Sa«!tri, C I E, 5l3lapore, iladras 

10 Sir Cowasji Jehangir, Bart , KCILjOBL, 5IL A, Church 

Gate Street, Bombay No 1 

11 The Hon ble Mr P N Sapru, Bar-at Law, 51 C S , 19, Albert 

Road, Allahabad 

General Secretaries 

12 Mr B N Gokhale, 51 A , LL B , (Advocate) Girgaum Road, 

Bombay 4 

13 Mr M D AUckar, 51 A , Park Road, Vile Pa le, Bombay 24 

14 5lr S G Gokhale, 51 A , Sera ante oE India Society, Poona No 4 

Nominated by Ibe President 

15 Rao Bahadur R G 5tundle Yeotmal, Berar 

10 Kai Bihadur 51 Naisingh Prasad, Advocate, Gorakhpur 

17 5Ir B S Ivamat, B A Gaiic«hkhmd Road Poona No 5 

18 5Ir S G Vaze, D A , Scra-anta oE India Society, Poona No 4 

19 5Ir P Ivodanda Rao, 51 A , Servants of India Society, Craddock 

Town, N3gi>ur 

Elected Members 
(Bombai) 

20 Sir Honii Mehta Kt , 51anckji Wodia Building, Esplanade Road, 

Bombay 

21 5Ir 5 N Chanilivarkar, Bar-atlaw, PcilJer Road, Malabar 

Hill Bombav 

22 5Ir A D Shroff, B A, B Sc, (Lend) Bombay House, Bruce 

Street, Bombay 

23 5lr J R B Jecjceblioy, Alice Building, Hornby Road, Bombay 

No 1 

24 5lr 5'a<untrao, S Ravut, J P, French Bridge, Clnupaty, 

Bombay 7 

Oo Mr B D Lam, Solicitor, 113, Esplanade Road, Bonilny No 1 

Mr N 51 Joshi, M L A, Scnaints oE India Society,, Bombay 

No 4 
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27 Air. N R AAacIia, Alotlabai Bnildmg 120, Pam Bazar Street, 

Bombaj No 1 

28 Mr N C Bliaruclia, M A,LL B , (Adiocato), d6S, Kalbadcii, 

Bombay 2 

20 Air K J Dubasb, B A , LL P , Solicitor, 79, Aleadoivs Street, 

Bombay 1 

30 Deivan Bahadur ChnniKl AI Gandhi, Advocate, Nanpura, Saint 

31 Air AI S Sirdar, Bar at har, Sbolapur 

32 Air D G Dilvi, AI A, LL B, (Ad\oc-itc), Alevandm Road, 

Bombay 7 

33 Piincipal T R Gb.irjmre, AiUocatc ^Ingres W ulia, Bomlxiy No 4 

34 Air H G Glurpiircj, ICS, (Utd), 344, Sliamwir Petb, Poona 2 

35 Air G Iv Gadgil^ Bat'll Law, SaicU^sln' Petli, Poona 2 

3G Dr G S Alaliajim, AI L C , I crgii^sou College, Poona 4 

S7 Air A AI Aptc, B A,LL 15 , (AdNocatc), DlvuUa, West KkamlesW 

38 Prof D D Kipadii, AI V ,(», Staunton Roiul Pooui Vo 1 

39 Rao Salieb P b \ai«Ua Deccan Gymkliana, I’ooiu 4 

(Bpsoai.) 

40 Tlic IIou bir Bejoyim«ad bmgh Ro\, Kt , AI L A, lo, 

Lm«d(jnjic Jiojd, Calcutti 

41 Air H AI Ba c, Bar at hn, 1, Alullcn Street, Cilcntta 

42 All Nibann Clnudra Ray, AI A , 213, Coniuallis Street, Caltutti 

43 Prof B B Ro), AI A , Statc«man House, Calcutti 

44 Mr Sitinatii Roa, AI A, B L, 12» Holwcll Lane, Calcutti 

4a Air P N Suigli R03, 15 Lan«<Ioi\nc Road, Calaitta 

46 Air SwlhaniUtt knsnar Alittcr, 31/1, LIgui Raul, Cxlaitta 

47 Ivuniai Rnjeudro Naram Ro\, 79, I'ppcr Clutiiorc Road, Cakutti 

48 Rai Nagcntlniiatb Alookcrji Balia*htr, O B L , Ran igliat, Isa hi 

49 Rai Kcsliab CLandrv Baiincrjcc Babidur, butarpur, Ihcca 

50 Rai 1 miiidrihl Dc Baba«\nr, ISO Grand Tnmk Rend, Lttirpin 

(L I lU ) 

51 Air AI mill Uhl Null Sen, Sohator 44, Rank into Bct-c St , Calcutta 

52 Air B K Clnudhuri, 99/1/C, (ornwnUis Street, Cdcntta 

53 Lord Sinhi of Raipur, 7, l/>ial Suda Road, Calcutta 

54 Raja Blnipen In Naram Sinha Bah whir of Nadupur, o4, Garialiat 

Road, Calaitta 

55 Air Sailimiln Pn«nd Bid'll, 6, (oUegeJ? pure, Cakaittn 
5G Air SluMPns.iiunGhff=c, 75 Beawlon Street, Calcutta 

57 Air BlnginmU** Kalla, 29, thac Street, Calcutta 

58 Air Shew Kk«cii Blnttnr, 30, thac Street, Calcutta 

59 Air Gesto Bclcin Alambl, Nawnhgimge, Barrackpur, Bengal 

60 Air Ninnal Cliandn GIicm?, Shcoraphuh, L I Railwai 

Gl Pandit Ilan^cKan.ln Ge**ain, 3, Go^’ampara Lane, Calcutta 
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62 Kumar Saradmdu Nawyan Boy, 11, Braunfeld Row, Calcutta 

63 ilr D C Ghose, Bar-at-Law, 23, Devmdra Gbose Road, Calcutta 

64 Kiran Chandra Dntta, 1, Lafcsbmi Dutta Lane, Calcutta 

(UjniUD Provinces) 

65 Pandit Iqbal Narayan Gurto, Hamilton Road, Allahabad 

66 Rai Bahadur Thakur Hanuman Singh, P 0 Dumraon, (Dist^ 

Shahabad ) 

67 Dr Rajeshwar Bali, QBE, Daryabad, District Bara Banki 

68 Rai Bahadur Lala Bihan Lnl, Ram Mandi, Allahabad 

69 Rao Knshnapal Smgh, Castle Grant, Agra 

70 Rai Brij Naram Gurtu, George Town, Allahabad 

71 Babu Bodbraj Sabney, Advocate, Civil Lines, Jban«i 

72 Pandit Krishna Prasad Kaul, Ganga Pd Memorial Building,- 

Lucknow 

73 Pandit Gopi Nath Kunzru, Advocate, Clive Road, Allahabad 

74 Babu Vishwanatb Prasad, Leader Buddings, jilllalnbad 

75 ilehta Krishna Ram, Leader Buildings, Allahabad 

76 Mr Dalip Monsmgh, M A,LL B Advocate, Fatchpur, 

77 Babu Surendra Nath Varma, Advocate, Elgin Road, Allahabad 

78 Babu Vishun Nath, 3, Caivnpore Road, Allahabad 

79 Rfto Raja Dr Shyam Bibari Misra, 105, Golaganj, Lucknow 

80 Mehta Mabipat Bam, Leader Office, Allahabad 

81 Pandit Panneshwar Nath Sapru, “ Surya Bhawan, ’ Fyzabad 

82 Rai Bahadur Babu Bam Narayan, Civil Lines, Cawnpore 

83 Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh, M A , C I E , M L A , Lucknow 

84 Rai Bahadur Bibu Blogwati Sarnn Singh, “Chandra Bhawan,” 

Outram Road, Allahabad 

85 Rai Bahadur Babu Kampta Prasad Kakkar, Rani ilandi, Allahabad. 

86 Baja Alaheshavar Dayal Seth, Taluqdir, hotra, Sitapur Dist 

87 Rai Bahadur Kunavar Guru Narayan, Mauraavan (Unao) Oudh 

88 Rai Bahadur Pt Badri Dutt Josbi, Vakil, Namital 

89 'Mr Ayodhya Daos, Bar at law, Anand Bhawan, Gorakhpiu- 

90 Pandit Raj Nath Kunzru, Chill lot Agra 

91 Pt ^luiohar Lai 7ut‘-ln, 10, Bell Road, Allahabad 

(Madras ) 

92 Raja ‘'ir Aimuiialai Cbcttiyar, Chettinad Palace, Ailyar, Madras 

93 Kao Bahadur Dr C B llaim Rao Kanti Nivas, Basavaugudi, 

Bangalore City 

94 Raja Sir Vnsudev Raja o£ KoUengode, Kolleugotle, South JIalabar 

95 Kno Bahadur M K Ramaswanu Sivan, North Gopalpuram 

Cathedra), P 0 Madras 

96 ^Ir E Vinayak Rao, Ad\ocatc, East Mada Street, Mylapore, Madras 
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97 Hr C L Narayan ba&tri, Advocate, Vizagpatam 

98 Mr K Balasubramania Iyer, “The Ashram, ’ Luz, Mylapore, Madras 

99 Dewan Baliadiir M Bala<nmdmm Naidu, C I E , Ritherdon Road, 

Vepery, Madras 

100 Mr \ ^^enkata3ubhalya, Servants o£ India Society, Roypetta, 


101 

Mr K Suryauarayan Rao, „ „ 

Sladras 

102 

Mr G Sivaswamy, „ „ 

„ j, 

103 

Mr S K Venkatraman, „ „ 


104 

Mr V M Nayaunr, „ ,, 

> » 


(Central Pkovincfs A Berar ) 



lOo Dewan Bahadur K V Brahma, C I E , M B E , Advocate, Nagpur 

106 Mr V K Rajvade, Advocate, Nagpur 

107 Rao Bahadur A R Bambeu ala, Nagpur 

108 Mr N A Dravid M A , Craddock Town, Nagpur 

109 Mr V G Mandpe, Dautoli, Nagpur 

110 Mr S B Gokhale, Sitabuldi Nagpur 

111 Rao Bahadur B V Dra\ id, Ycotmal 

112 Rao Bahadur R Af Khare, Amroti Camp 

113 Mr S N Bbalchandra, Ad\ocate, Ycotmal 

114 Mr V T Deshpande, Ycotmal (Berar ) 

(Punjab ) 

115 Mr C L Anand, Principal, University Law College, Lahore 

116 Lala Jagannath Agarwal, Advocate, High Court, Montgomery Road, 

Lahore 

117 Lala Kesbao Ram Shekn, Vakil, Civil Lmes, L*}hore 

118 Tlw Hon Lala Manohar Lai, Bar at law, Fane Road, Lahore 

119 Pandit Harditt Shanna, Sen ante of India Society, 17, Machgan 

Road, Lahore 

(Behab ano Oriss\) 

120 ^Ir L N Sahu, 51 A , Servants of India Societv, Cuttack 

(Assam ) 

121 Rai Bahadur K L Barua, Shillong 

122 5Ir Chandradhar Barua, Jorbat 

INVITATION FOR NEXT SESSION 

Mr Nibaran Chandra Roy {Calcaita) Mr President and brotlier-dclegates, 

I have very great pl^sure in inviting you to hold your next session, the 22nd 
session of the National Libeial redcration in Calcutta next year (Applause) I 
cannot assure you of the same amount of hbenhty witli which Liberals m the 
United Provinces have treated us during the present session But all that 
I can tell you is tiiat we sball do our utmost to make your stay comfortable and 
to make tlie sitting a success (Applause) 

The invitation was accepted with aodamation 
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VOTE OF THANKS TO PRESIDENT 
Dr H N Kuzru 

The Hon Dr Ilmlny Nath Ktmzru (Allahabad) Mr Pre^uluit anti 

gentlemen, it gives me great pkt...rc tomove a hearty vote of thanU to our 
listinguished President (Applanse) I am sure jou wiUall agree , nth me 
when I say that It was our good fortune that avo iverc able to secure for this 
years session a Piesident of Ins Inon ledge md calibre (Applame ) Our 
gratitude to him is euhanccl by the tiet tint he accepted our mi.tat.ou at 
evtreiuely short notice Gentlemen, it is not neeesairj to. me to dwell on the 
hmh miahfications of our President 1 im sure they Mere due t upon by 
spkerswhen he was proposed to tlie chan Neiertheless I c-umot help s.vmg 
that Di Paraujpye apphe 1 huuselt to the study of public unestions even iihen 
his duties were primarily ductional They iiem aulhcientli onerous But his 
patiiotusm compelled him to study the iiider ,,neat.ons rehtuig to the politic, 1 
development of his coimtiy He is one of the heat infonned l„hhc men in 
India Itisliisknowlelgc mdindutry that hue enihled him to rise to high 
positions uid to fill them u.th di tmction His grasp of public ipiestions is 
kivn by the address uhioli he real out to us the other ihv Ml.cther tme 
agrees 'iiitli ill that hesiysoi not, one must recognitc tint he has the courage 
ofliiseomictious He thinks eleirly nulls not atriid of spmlii.g out his oivn 
ramd Hut IS a ipialitj which we must \ able ihove others ni our public men 
It IS a nuihtv that ought to bo loimd in dl public men, but I un if. iid that there 
irefeu j ublie men who hive the coiirige to express the.. Mens on iwhtical 
md social subyects oicn ulieu they nu. coimter to pubhi opinion 

It 18 iiiattoi of gratihcation to us tint we shall Jmo to guide lUMliliillg the 
coniin. aeir a President of Di Piiuijpvcs knowledge bioidthof i.ewsand 
stienrth of mind The ability with u huh he his guided om- deliberations to 
day his been appnent to you I need not the.efoie d,l ite on it He h.n shoim 
both fiminess and fairiios m the open session is udl is m the snhyecta 
committee md it is mainly his iK"nc to hannomro dilfci-ent moms and to face 
ticts that enabled us to put foru ml lesohitious whicb ueic iminmionslv accepted 
h, the bouse Gcntlcmui I ncolnotsiy one u mat mole m onlcl to justify 
the proposition tint 1 im placing before ton I unsure you udl carry it by 
acclamation ^Applause ) 

The Hon Mr P N Supru. 

Jhelon Mr P N Sapru Mi Presilcnt,Mi Obamnm ot the llcccptioii 
Committee ladies and gc,itlcmen-lt is my prmlege to second the u' t^k-s 
to the President winch Ins been inoanl by my distinguished friend Dr Hirdiy 
XT ,1 T„.„na, I S.V a pr.xdcid„e bccan 0 Dr Panuijpyo is one ot the purest, 
clcaLst and most selfless men ,n the pidihe life ot this conntiy (Hear, hear ) 
Helns deaoted Ins life to tin sery.ee of the Motherland After a brilliant 
„„e. at rsiulmdcelhc i g^ittgLlbe torg.ls_o n_C°llcgc » plttimc-e of Es rs a_ 
t1 loTieirs hcwT^liic rcspectai h^loEtbat grcit m^tihition Then 
Sl^tmmnshcd hm.sclf m the pohtu; d hold «» member ot the Bombay Legis 
tore and for six years be yva. a mm.stcr m the Bomb iv Goy emmeut A bigh 
hLpean official wbo had the pr.vUcgo ot scrying imder him once told mo 
TV Dr Prmiuye w-n easily the ablest inmister that the Bombay Presidency 
1 Uumhiced He B a rationalist, a gcnnmc Liberal yvbo has a broad, tolenmt, 

' h iLph.c rational outlook on life, and on public questions He ha, dehyerol 
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1 nngnificent icHie'i'!, nn. nddie^ Tvluch mnkc's tlimk, and tbit I think is 
gre.it aciuei ement £oi 'luv pxesident (He^,licai) The Libenl partv, gentle- 
men, IS 'Jimll in munbeis but I belieie, md I believe eiinestiv, tbit it bis i "leat 
tutiue bclorc it bcc'xu e it is i jmt\ oE \ imeipled men ind it is i piity bised on 
principle^, it IS a pi^tj bvsei on ethics We hi\e difiicuU time« nlieid o£ ns md 
m these difficult tiinec ive needed the giudince o£ a leidei like Dr Pinnjpje 
Those o£ us who hue seen him conduct the Subjects Committee knoir bon 
iccoinmodatm^ be is, I 1011 conciliitoiv be is He msbestogne everylwdj" <i 
cbmee Heins Incl to pieside oiei a difficult time md ire go back to the 
countiy 1 united hotly I£ there ore any diftcrenccs in emphasis m our party, 
tbej onlj leiealtbat i\carea\ita! organization On tmulaiuentils neaieall 
imited and we sluall remain ever uniteil on hinduncntils Oentleinen, I have 
gicat plea.--ure in seconding the vote o£ thanks 

/he j ro2)osi(ion uos then cairi€<l by enthunastic acclamation 

PRESIDENTS CONCLUDING REMARKS 
Di Pirmjpje, president, replying to the vote o£ thanks md coudiKbng 
the session, Slid Mi Oiutu, lidics md gentlemen, I thmkjon tiwu the bottom 
o£ my heart tor the resolution jou hv\c just now pas«ed I need hardly say 
that it u is with fcome diffidence that 1 undertook this office vt i comparatively 
short notice, but I u is epute ceitaui oh leady coopciation trom ill the delegates 
ot this 1 edei ation I liai e been unply justihcd m my expectation 

BeEoie I proceed to make i Eew icmirks on oui uoik oenei illj i msh to 

comej mj persoa-d thanks toi the trouble that the leceptiou committee and 
the aolunteera onil om liosts took tor luy oiinenteitamment and the entertim 
ment ot the delegates Among those i would like to mention Mr \ ishxm 
Nath, Ml Surendia Vath Vermi, hai Braj Naram Ourtu, >11 Mahijnt Kam 
Nagai, Mr B P ilatbm md Pandit Mool Cband Mahiiyi toi LO-ikm^ ariange 
ments (Applause ) Mi Ivedu Nath Gupw, captam ot the lolunteers and 
pimcipal ot the AgariiaHateiinediate College, md all 1 ohmteers bai e to be 
thanked toi their good woik They did then woik devotedly without commg 
into piomiuence and I tbmk every delegate thanks all these gentlemen and 
yoimgraen It la veiy desirable foi young men to do such service m an 
inconspicuous position, hut that is a lesson, I am sure, which mil last them 
all their hte Among the volimteeia I must mention the daughter ot our 
distinguished £nend, bir Yqncsvvara Chintauaiu, Misg Mohmv Chintiiuain 
A lady volunteei is one ot the innovations m the Liberal lederation and 
I hope at the next conterence vve shall also have the isaistancc ot joung Lubes 
and that they will leceive their tirst lesson m public hte as volimteers m the 
Liberal iederation (Applause) Nextly 1 wish to olfei oiu- most hearty 
thanks to Kai Bahvdm Babtt Bhagwati bvran Suigli md lin Bvhadur Bibu 
Ivamta Prasad Ivakkar toi the sumptuous tea parties tkit they gav e us on the 
27th and 2hth * I believe everybody cujovetl the«e tea pirties and we heartily 
ottei them oui most sincere thanks Tliea the very impleasant jjusmess ot 
collecting- fcunds has been done by Pandit Prakash Naiam baiu u Ibo e o£ 
us who have had to work toi such purpo c at various times in our life knew 
often what i thankless, impleasant and ungi icious task it is to be gomg i*oimd 
to collect funds Rajv Mabeshw u Dival beth and Ivunwai Gum Nanm are 
-iiew icciuits to out Libenl party md thev vlso heljed us ui tbis very thank 
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personality Under the '^pcll of power nnny of the "Ministers ba\e been found, 
if not ab'=olutel} wanting, certainly avanting to a great e-^tent and that 
cm only be remedied by lai'Jing the moral tone of the whole population 
There must be stcadmess and a consistency of prmciples in public life You 
must not have prmciples m water tight sphere*, one prmciple for one kind 
ot subject, another principle for mother kmd of subject Youi Jo\c £oi 
advancement must not only be m politic*!, it must be also m social and mdustinl 
md all other matters and yon must have the same liberal, piogie «ive 
point of V lew and then only yon would ha\ e justitied your being Liberals 
and members of the Libeinl paity 

We aie po'sibl} tin eatened with difficult time« Iirstofall, there is the 
commimal problem and the great tension between the communities in this 
country Tiierc is aho the threat ot jro'jsiblc direct action The Liberals will 
have to cut out tbeir path properly They might find tbem«elves in \ er^ great 
diffiailties When people re‘!ort to courses of action w hicb w e do not approve, 
m euch times we may hav c to beai even greater opprobrium from the public 
But I think we mu^t not shirk om resp<Mi«ibility and we must contmue to be 
firm to the principles that we advocate 

We have been told tlut our jiolitical saivnticm lies m the Charkha and the 
L.hadi These are good thmgs m their waj , but I think tint oui political 
salvation lies among other things and not oirly m these e hav e exiilainecl 
the means by which our political «alvaticai can be attamed and it is this wide 
outlook that the Liberals should contmue to pie«erve m the whole course of 
their live® We do not advocate any policy of sulking The Congress alwajs 
talks of passive resistance if thej tmd soinetlimg they can t get entuely to then 
ow n satisfaction I do not think that in politics and public life this policy of 
Bulkmg IS reall} desirable What I would like to vurge is, do ) oitr best, try your 
baldest to achieve yom ends If you do not succeed, trv again, but tor the 
moment reconcile yourselt to your fate It is not the first tmic that everybody 
succeeds You may have to try very often Just now, for mstmee, we have 
been told that one attempt at our making a coustitutiou failed, therefore cveiy 
similar attempt is bound to fad But histoiy tells us that othei counti les h ive 
tried to work out tbeir own constitutions tor sev enl years and several com 
mittces and commissions hav e sat in ordei to bammei out a propei constitution 
We have suggested this time a conference composed ot certain meniLeis for 
hammering out our constitution I do hope that jou will coiasidci that this is 
a sane path It is only m this manner that w e shall be able to kimmer out a 
proper constitution for ourselves Constitution making is not presumably a 
job which any Tom, Dick oi Hairy will be ible to achieve It i» a job letjmring 
knowledge, evpeiieuce and farnme«s as wdl as sanity and a large amoiuit ofc work 
IS required I hope that tbe suirgestion that we have nude to constitute a 
committee by election from voiioos sources will appeal to other political bodies 
in this country I know that we shall not probably find a place m it or, it at 
all, we may find a place for only one or two of us But it does not matter 
wbetber we aie personally on that committee or not But w e know that the 
only successful way of achieving our end toi frammir a constitution accordmg 
to our desires is by some such method, not by gettmg 200 million people to 
V ote for a constituent assembly They do not know what they are votmg for 
That IS not the way m which constitutions are made and we do not wish to 
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National Liberal Federation of India 

TWENTY-FIRST SESSION 
RESOLUTIONS 

The Liberal Parly's Losses 

{a) Tho National Liberal Federation of India records witb sorrow 
tbe death of Kumar Rajendra Singh of LucknoTV, a former 
ilmiater m the U P Government who was a prominent 
rnember of the Liberal Party and rendered meritorious 
services to the country The Federation offers its deep 
sympath} to the members of the bereaved famil) 

(i) The Federation records with sorrow the deaths of Air A V 
Patwardbau a foundation member of the Servants of India 
Society, who spewall) interested himself m the question of 
Indian states , Sir Hormosji Dinsbw who was a member of the 
part} ever since its loundafion and a great philanthropist, 
Jlr S S Persha a member of the Tclugu community of 
Bombay , and Dt Sit Nusetwanji H ChoLsey of Bombay, 
all of whom were staunch Liberals and rendered valued serv ices 
to the country The Federation offers its most sincere s)’mpath3 
to the members of the bereaved famil) 

InlernaiioDal War 

The Federation strongh condemns the policy of aggression followed 
by the totalitarian states against smaller or weaker states and sympathizes 
With the victims The Federation considers that Britain and France are 
fighting Germany m the cause of democracy and freedom and feels that 
Indian sympathies are on the side of democratic nations and that the whole of 
India wishes that their efforts will be crowned with success 

The Federation appeals to all Indians to give their support to the cause 
for which the denlocracies are fighting 

The Federation is convinced that the larger interests of India are bound 
up with the defeat of Nazism and the success of the cause of democracy and 
freedom At the same tune m order to enable India to put forth its 
wholehearted support the imagination of the people should be captured by 
a change in the attitude of the British Government regarding the future of 
India 

Viceroy’s Statcmenl 

The National Liberal Federation of India having fully considered the 
statement issued by His Excellency the Vicerov and subsequent official 
statements, both m Eng’and and India is strongly of opinion that the^ are 
quite un<5atisfactory inasmuch ns the) 
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{(■«) do not go bejond the position taVea itp in 1917 and imply the 
postponement of the advent of Dominion Status to an indefinite 
and distant future and do not envisage its achie\ement within 
a definite period in the near future ; 

(6) !ea%c the centre irresponsible as it is at present , 

(0 gne to the minority conunnnitics a virtual ^eto on future constitu* 
tional progress , 

(d) make the admission of a larger Indian element into the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council conditional on the settlement of 
the communal problem m the provinces, although this was not 
a condition precedent to the establishment of Federation 
under the Government of India Act, 1033 , 

{e) ignore the urgent need for the rapid nationalization of the 
defence forces in all their branches 

(2) The Consultative Committee as proposed by the Viceroy, the object 
of which was to win Indian support in tho prosecution of war, could be no 
substitute for responsibility at the centre and therefore failed to appeal 
to the people 

Dominion Stotas 

This Federation strongly urges (1) that the Government of India Act of 
1933 should be so amended 

(rt) as to provide for the establishment of complete responsible 
government m tho provinces and on a federal basis at the 
centre so that India may automatically become a Dominion 
withm the meaning of the Balfour Declaration of 192(3 and of 
the Statute of Westminster on the conclusion of the war , and 
(f<) as to secure to the subjects of States, the right of election of 
State representatives 

(2) That m the meanwhile immediate steps should be taken to 
nationalize the army so as to enable India to shoulder the responsibility of 
Dommion Status 

Framing ol Future Constitatlon lor India 

The Liberal Federation is strongly of opinion that the future constitu- 
tion of India should be framed by Indians themsehes but considers that the 
idea- of the proposed constituent a'^gcmbly is impracticable and is IiLely t o 
^tard our pr ogress ^ 

the Federation therefore suggests that^^confere^ be convened m 
India by His Majesty’s Government for framing the constitution and that it 
should be composed of 

(i) the representatives of elected members of Proiiocial and Central 
Legislatures in Bntish India elected on the basis of proportional represent- 
ation, 

^2.) the tepsesentatwea of elected membera of legislatures of Indian. 
States, 
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(3) the rulers of major States or their ministers mvited by the Viceroy 
and the representati\ es of other Pnnces elected, by the Chamber of Princes, 

(4) representatives elected by landholder’ associations, associations 
representing trade and commerce and associations representing agricultural 
and mdustnal labour, 

and (5) a certain number of the members of the Conference to be nominated 
by the Viceroy to represent such interests and views as may otherwise go 
unrepresented 


Defence 

1 The National Liberal Federation strongly protests against the 
decision of His Majesty’s Government (a) to give an extended meamng to 
Indian defence by making India share wjthout her consent m the responsibility 
of defending Singapore and I^pt although no such responsibihty has been 
laid on the shoulders of any of the Donumons vitally interested in the defence 
of these places, (i) to treat one tenth of the array in India virtually as an 
Imperial Resei\ e for utilization outside India m defence of British po&sessions 
between Egypt and Singapore, and (c) to make India liable for the payment 
of the maintenance charges of this reserve even when it is employed m 
defence of these possessions 

2 In “ipite of the heavy burden of military expenditure borne by the 
country since the inception of the British rule, the Go\eTnmeut have utterly 
failed in their duty to equip the country adequately for defensive purposes 
The Federation reiterates its demand for (n) the rapid nationalization of the 
defence forces of India involving the replacement of British troops and the 
Royal Air Force by Indian laud and air forces and the substitution of 
Indian for European officers m the army, navy and air forces of the conn 
try, (b) the redistribution of the existing defence expenditure so as to pro\ide 
more money for the rapid development of the Indian air force, the 
organization of defence against air raids which has been rendered essential 
by the changed international situation, the Federation regretting that 
no steps have been taken in this direction and that the measures taken 
to tram Indian pilots are extremely inadequate specially as compared 
With those taken in some of the Dominions (c) the remo\al of provincial 
and class restrictions regarding recruitment to the army (d) a wide 
expansion, wherever possible on a compulsory basis, of the University 
Traimng Corps and the selection of cadets from the corps for admis- 
sion to the Indian Mihtary Academy, (e) the introduction of military 
drill and the estabbshment of cadet corps m schools m accordance with 
the recommendations of the Shea Committee, (/) a much wider extension 
of the Indian territorial force and (p) the taking of all necessary steps to 
make the people of this country more self rehant m the matter of defence 
and to make India self sufficient so far as possible in regard to the produc- 
tion of war materials 

Separation of the Ezecnlive from the Judiciary 

The National Liberal Federation places on record its great disappoint- 
ment at and protest against the manner in which provincial Governments 
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('i) do not go beyond tbc positjoji taken Jii 1917 and Jinp]> the 
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(3) tte rulers of major States or their ministers invited by the Viceroy 
and the representatn es of other Pnaces elected by the Chamber of Princes 

(4) representatives elected by landholder!’ associations, associations 
representing trade and commerce and nssociations representing agricultural 
and industrial labour, 

and (5) a certain number of the members of the Conference to be nominated 
by the Viceroy to represent such mterests and views as may otherwise go 
unrepresented 

Defence 

1 The National Liberal Federation strongly protests against the 
decision of His Majesty s Government (a) to give an extended meamng to 
Indian defence by making India share without her consent m the responsibility 
of defending Smgapore and Egypt although no such responsibihty has been 
laid on tbe shoulders of any of the Dommions vitally interested m the defence 
of these places, (A) to treat one tenth of the army m India virtually as au 
Imperial Reserve for utilization outside India m defence of British po^sesslons 
between Egjpt and Singapore, and (c) to make India liable for the payment 
of the maintenance charges of this reserve even when it is employed m 
defence of these possessions 

2 In spite of the heavy burden of military expenditure borne by the 
country since the inception of the British rule, the Government have utterly 
failed in then duty to equip the country adequately for defensive purposes 
The Federation reiterates its demand for (a) the rapid nationalization of the 
defence forces of India involving the replacement of British troops and the 
Royal Air Force by Indian land and air forces and the substitution of 
Indian for European officers in the army, navy and air forces of the coun 
try, (b) the redistribution of the existing defence expenditure so as to provide 
more money for the rapid development of the Indian air force the 
organization of defence agamst air raids which has heen rendered essential 
by the changed international situation, the Federation regretting that 
no steps have been taken in this direction and that the measures taken 
to tram Indian pilots are extremely inadequate specially as compared 
With those taken m some of the Pomimoos (c) the removal of provincial 
and class restrictions regarding recruitment to the army (d) a wide 
expansion, wherever possible on a compulsory basis, of the University 
Traimng Corps and the selection of cadets from the corps for admis 
Sion to the Indian Jlilitary Academy, (e) the introduction of military 
drill and the estabbsbment of cadet corps m schools m accordance with 
the recommendations of the Shea Committee (/) a much wider extension 
of the Indian territorial force and (^) the taking of all necessary steps to 
make the people of this country more sell reliant in the matter of defence 
and to make India self sufficient so far as possible in regard to the produc- 
tion of war matenals 

SeparaliOD of ibe Executive from Ihe Judiciary 

The National Liberal Federation places on record its great disappomt- 
ment at and protest against the manner in which provincial Governments 
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mcluilmg Congress Ministries L*i\c fuleil to c'irt\ out sopantioa of the 
oiecutivo frpm tlie judiciar} 

It considers tlie reform urgently necessary nnd urges that comprolien 
8i\e schemes separating tlic ttto fttoctions be earned into effect as carlj as 
possible 

Relorm In ihe Indian States 

(«) The Ivational Liberal Federation of India welcomes the steps 
tahen b} some Indian Princes to associate their subjects 
ivit h the administration of their states 
(/) The Federation reaffirms its complete sympathy with the 
natural and legitimate aspirations of the people of Indian 
states for civil anti political liberties 
(r) The Federation trusts that the rulers of states Will realize in 
tltcir own interest that with the working of responsible 
government m the provinces it is no longer possible for them 
to continue to administer their states on the existing lines 
The Federation therefore urges the rulers to concede to their 
subjects Without any furtlicr dclaj the right of security of 
person and propertj hbert) of speccli and of the pre<i3, 
freedom of association an independent judiciarj and to 
initiate adequate measures for the establishment of responsible 
government 

Rural Econonile Development 

The National Liberal Federation advocates measures to secure 

( i) the relief of agricultural indebtedness and the adoption of 
m a«urcs to cJicck further fragmentation and facilitate the 
consolidation of agnenltural lioldiugs 
(f) the embodiment m legislative enactraeuts of the mam prm 
ciples of land revenue assessment m provinces where this has 
not been done 

( ) substantial aid m the development of industries big and 
small all! e 

( I) a fiscal and monetary pohej vv hoU\ m the interests of the 
countrj 

(^) legislation for tin. more adequate protection of tbo I vboiirm^ 
clashes 1 oth m urban and rural areas 
(;) the eatl^ introduction of free and tompuUorv elementary 
education for both bojs and g rJ"' 

(u) adequate pro\i«ion for medical relief and the promotion of 
pnlilic health particularU in rural areas 
Indlass Overseas 

I f — 1 The National I ibcril bcdcrotion i^trongK j rottats a„ain«t 
the Ccvloti Government s pohev of discrimination against Indians and their 
decision 

(f) to <Ii«mu3 onl rtpatnaU Injun's {injlovfd in Govtrnment 
dcpaitmenti since Apnl 1, 
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{b) to retrencli Indian employees of more than five but less than 
ten years of service on a racial basis if they do not voluntarily 
retire by the end of 1939 

2 The Federation fully supports the decision of the Government of 
India to prohibit the emigrat on of Indian labour to Ceylon and urges it to 
take necessary measures tj secure justice to the Indian commumty 

il/ncn — This Federation expresses its indignation and resent 
ment at the continued ill treatment of Indians m South Africa and the 
policy of segregation embodied in tbe Asiatic Land and Trading Act although 
there was no proof that Indians were violating any of the existing statutes, or 
were reporting to illegal practices and although the Union Government have 
undertaken under the Cape Town Agreement to treat the Indian commumty 
as an integral part of the population of the Union of South Africa and to take 
steps to raise their position 

Fiji t— This Federation draws the attention of the Government of India 
to the grievances of the Indians of Fiji as stated m the resolution passed at 
tbe All Fiji Indian Conference m November, 1938, and urges it to press His 
Majesty’s Government to agree to the appointment of an Agent to the 
Government of India in Fiji which in the opinion of this Federatioi, is 
necessary to develop better understandmg between the Government of 
India and the Government of Fiji and to enhance the status of tbe Indian 
communty The war should not be allowed to stand m the way of the 
satisfaction of this demand which ought to have been agreed to, long ago, 
by His Majesty’s Government 

Malai/a — The Liberal Federation appreciates the action taken by the 
Government of India in stopping assisted emigration to Malaya as a protest 
against the reduction of the wages of Indian labourers employed on plantations 
by the p'aoters and urges it to prohibit all emigration of labour, whether 
assisted or unassisted, as has been done m tbe case of Ceylon, in order to 
protect the rights of Indian labour 

The Federation further impresses on the Government of India the need 
for takmg steps to secure tbe rights of the Indian commumty in Malava both 
m order to vmdicate Indian self respect and to raise the status of India 

ladlao CoDSQiar Service ^ 

(«) In the interests of safeguarding the rights of Indians hving 
n other parts of the British Empire as well as in foreign 
countries, the National Liberal Federation of India is of 
opinion that an Indian Consular Service should be developed 
on the lines adopted by the Domimons 
(6) Pending the development of such a Consular Service, the 
Federation urges the admis ion of Indians into the British 
Diplomatic and Consular Corps from which Indians have been 
so far scrupulously excluded 

War and ladostrial Developmenl 

The National Liberal Federation urges the Government of India to 
take steps to encourage and develop all such industries as can he expanded or 
estabbsbed on o sound basis during the war or ate necessary in tbe larger 
interests of the country 



